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Cherry Pie plans 
foundation for 
juvenile justice 


-year-old zarzuela 
evived in Pampanga 


By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 
ANGELES CITY—AS A KATIPUNERO, MARIANO 
Proceso Pabalan Byron did not only take up arms 
against Spain, he rebelled against tradition by 
writing а zarzuela in Kapampangan, the language 
of the common folk 

Pabalan Byron's zarzuelas, which were popular 
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30-foot Marian 
statue rises 
in Quezon City 


No, they didn’t name 


their baby Brangelina 


LOSANGELES—THE 
Jolie-Pitt baby has ar- 
rived—and no, they didn't 
пате her Brangelina 
Thousands of kilome- 
ters from Hollywood but 
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Phivolcs: RP must 
prepare for big one 


‘We must accept 
likelihood of 
strong quakes’ 


By Jerry E. Esplanada 


PHILIPPINE EXPERTS GRAP- 
pling with the mysteries of 
earthquakes yesterday said the 
devastating tremor that struck 
Indonesia was not a cause for 
alarm and that the key to pre- 
venting disasters earthquakes 
bring was to anticipate and pre- 
pare for them. 

Renato Solidum Jr, director of the Philip- 


still within easy reach of 
celebrity hype, Angelina 
Jolie gave birth to Brad 


Temblors 
jolt Papua, 
Babuyan, 
Tonga isles 


JAKARTA—THE PACIFIC'S 
volatile "Ring of Fire” yesterday 
unleashed three more earth- 
quakes, a day after a temblor in 
Indonesia left more than 4,300 
dead in one of the world's most 
seismically active regions. 

The quakes shook the South 
Pacific nations of Papua New 
Guinea and Tonga less than half 
an hour of each other on Sunday 
morning. 

A third temblor rattled the 
Babuyan islands at 5 p.m. in 
northern Luzon. (See story on 
PageA12.) 

Although the quakes in Papua 
New Guinea and Tonga were as 
powerful as that which hit the 
central Indonesian island of Java, 
there were no reports of deaths or 
subsequent tsunamis. 

The first quake, with a magni- 
tude of 6.2, struck 189 km off the 
coast of New Britain, an island off 
Papua New Guinea's northeast 
coast, at 1:12 p.m. (0312 GMT). 

The second quake hit the coast 
of Tonga, about 4,000 km and 
several time zones away, at 4:36 
p.m. (0336 GMT). The US Geo- 
logical Survey recorded that 


quake at a magnitude of 6.7. 
Barry Hirshorn, a geophysicist 
with Hawaii's Pacific Tsunami 


, a jysistute of Yolcanolagy and Seismology. 
See RMS the canon tae what hap- 
Журом Indonesia's central Java and nearby 

М Meangific islands also hit by quakes yesterday 


“чуй fidggnean similar occurrences would fol- 
ig the Pfüligpines. 

Igora causerfor alarm. Different coun- 
tries have differeht earthquake generators in 
their respective boundaries. Those generators 
move continuously like our generators,” he 
said їп an interview. 

‘That the Philippines lies in the Pacific "Ring 
of Fire"—à region prone to volcanic eruptions 
and quakes—should also not cause sleepless 
nights. 

"Yes, it is something to worry about, not 
with a sense of panic but concern, so that we 
can prepare for a big earthquake in advanc 
the Phivolcs chief said. 

"We need to have a culture of not only the 
knowledge of what might happen, but also 
the culrure of preparedness.” 

Not taking any chances, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo ordered all disaster monitoring 
and management agencies “to team up with 
the private sector in updating and gearing up 
ош contingency^plans for any untoward 
threats or events.’ 

"We must act to help others, and be pre- 
pared on our own, in times of need,” she said. 

Solidum said “the key" to effective disaster 
prevention was planning, “and the only way 
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VILLAGERS carry the remains of an earthquake victim during a mass burial in Bantul, Yogyakarta, Indonesia. At least 4,300 
people were killed and thousands injured when an earthquake rocked the densely populated island of Java on Saturday. 


Her last words were ‘ 


BANTUL, — INDONESIA—HIS 
daughter was stil breathing 
when Poniran dug her out of the 
ruins of his house. But the 5-year- 
old died in his arms as he waited 
for treatment at a hospital over- 
flowing with the injured. 

“Her last words were ‘Daddy, 
Daddy,” Poniran said as he took 
a break from searching in the ru 
ins of his quake-devastated 
house for salvageable items. “I 
have to start my life from zero 
again.” 

Thousands of exhausted and 
grieving survivors yesterday dug 
through their crumpled homes, 
searching for clothes, food and 
valuables after a powerful earth- 
quake killed more than 4,300 
people in central Indonesia 


The 
struck early Saturday and in- 
jured thousands more in the 
heart of the densely populated 
island of Java. The country’s 
worst disaster since the 2004 
tsunami also stoked fears that a 
nearby rumbling voleano could 
erupt and cause further damage 
to the world-famous 9th century 
Prambanan temple. 

The disaster zone stretched 
across hundreds of square kilo- 
meters of mostly farming com- | 
munities in Yogyakarta province. | 
The worst devastation was in the 
town of Bantul, where more than 
2,400 people were killed and 80 
percent of the homes were flat- 
tened. 


magnitude-6.3 quake 


маштап | 


Sunday, May 28 
Babuyan Islands, 
Philippines. 


Saturday, May 27 
Central Java, 


Indonesia. 
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Warning Center, said the two 
quakes posed no risk of a Pacific- 
wide tsunami and were unlikely 
to be related. 

"Theyre probably unrelated, 
they just happened at the same 
time,” Hirshorn said. 

Another geophysicist at the 
center, Victor Sardina, said he be- 
lieved the earthquakes were un- 
related to the magnitude-6.3 
quake that leveled hundreds of 
buildings and killed thousands of 
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Strong earthquakes 
rock South Asia-Pacific 


Sunday, May 28 
New Britain Island, 
Papua New Guinea * 
6.2 


PACING DC 
Sunday, May 28 
Nuku'alofa, Tonga 
6.7 
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Killings show military influence in GMA admin rising 


By Amando Doronila 


THE CURRENT WAVE OF KILLINGS OF 
leftist activists and journalists follows a 
pattern that makes it different from and 
more sinister їп its political implications 
than previous crime waves of the past 50 
years. 

Itrevealsan impotentadministration 


65 Pinoys bring home tales 
of terror from East Timor 


By Nikko Dizon 


GUNFIRE, BUILDINGS IN FLAMES. 
Gangs roaming around with machetes and 
bows and arrows. And, finally, uncertainty. 

‘These were what drove 65 Filipinos out. 
of East Timor and prompted them to fly 
back home to the Philippines yesterday, 


(En SI WRIT 


some of them in tears. 


“It was so scary. They themselves were 


killing each other. Some of them even had 
machetes and bows and arrows,” Virgilio 


Maniago, 50, said in Filipino as he re- 
counted to the Inqumer his nightmare in 
the world's youngest nation. 


5 PINOYS/AIS 


that is not only hostage to invisible 
death squads but more so-one that has 
lost control over the most important 
function of government—to 
ensure the life and security of 
its citizens, regardless of 
their political color. 

There are ominous signs that the 
wave of killings suggests that right- 


RIVERA: 
Environmental 


reporting cartooning 


ANALYSIS 


STENTS: 


wing extremists have captured govern- 
ment security policy. 
An examination of the past pattern of. 
killings demolishes the claim 
of police authorities that the 
murders of no less than 300 
activists since 2001 and more than 70 
journalists since 1986 cannot be 
stopped because the crime wave fol- 


lows the “cycles of ups and downs” now 
onthe “upswing.” 

‘This explanation attempts to exculpate 
the Philippine National Police, military 
authorities and the Arroyo administra- 
tion from the responsibility of protecting 
the lives of citizens from death squads 
and to counter public suspicions that 
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I reporter, cartoonist get 
Asian publishers' awards 


HONG KONG—FOR HER REPORT. 
ING on the Rapu-Rapu mine's waste 
spill and for his drawings reflecting 
significant Asian events, INQUIRER re- 
porter Blanche S. Rivera and editorial 
cartoonist Gilbert Daroy won honor- 
able mention honors at the gala din- 
ner for the 2006 Sopa (Society of Pub- 


^ 
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lishers in Asia) Awards For Editorial 
Excellence. 

There were only two winners for 
each award category: The winner of the 
prize and the honorable mention. 

Rivera was cited for environmental 
reporting and Daroy for editorial car- 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST: Visayas incu Palawan and Mindanao wil eri 
‘ence тойу cloudy sbes ih сайте rainshowors and thunder- 
storms, The rest of te county wil hae partly cloudy to дошу 
skis wi isolated rainshowers or thunderstorms most in ne a- 
ermoon or evening, 
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Abduction of Erap 5 
imperils terror law 


By T] Burgonio "If we give them an inch, they 
may take a mile in order that 
they may use the law to perse- 
cute innocent civilians.” 

Senate Minority Leader Aquili- 
no Pimentel J said the "Gestapo- 
like" arrest, detention and torture 
of the five had sparked fears hu- 
man rights violations would esca- 
late once the Anti-Terrorism Act 
‘was implemented. 

"This will definitely affect the 
passage of the measure, We 
don't have an antiterrorism law 
yet bit some elements of Isafp 
are already behaving as if the 
country is under a fascist rule,” 
he said, referring to the Intelli 
gence Service of the Armed 
Forces ofthe Philippines. 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile spon- 
sored the bill that seeks to de- 
fine the crime of terrorism by 
enumerating its elements on 
Tuesday, paving the way for de- 
bates on the floor: 

On the same day, the wor- 
ried families of Ruben Dioni- 
sio, Virgilio Eustaquio, Dennis 
Ibuna, Jim Lucio Cabauatan 
and PO3 Jose Justo Curameng 
sought the senators help in 
tracing their whereabouts. 

‘The five were picked up Mon- 
day by military and police agents 
who barged into Eustaquios 
home in Quezon City on suspi- 
cion they were planning to assas- 
sinate members of the Cabinet. 


‘THE FATE OF THE CONTROVER- 
sial antiterror bill now hangs in 
the balance in the Senate after 
some senators expressed alarm 
over the "Gestapo-lite" abduction 
of five supporters of deposed 
President Joseph Estrada. 

Some senators are now hav- 
ing "serious thoughts" about its 
early passage and are taking a 
long and hard look at the bill 
particularly its provisions giving 
Jaw enforcers leeway to wiretap, 
arrest and detain individuals on 
suspicion of terrorism. 

Sen. Sergio Osmefia III first 
raised objections to its early ap- 
proval while the senators were 
grilling top military officials 
about the abduction of five 
leaders of the pro-Estrada 
Union ofthe Masses for Democ- 
racy and Justice during last 
week's budget plenary debates. 

“1 was about to support its 
passage into law. [The inci- 
dent] now gives me serious 
thoughts," Osmefia said, 

As shown by the case of the 
five Erap supporters, he said 
the possibility of government 
agents stretching the limits of 
the bill to “persecute innocent 
civilians" was not far-fetched. 

“I have always objected to 
the broader definition [of ter- 
тойот) because of the proclivi 
tyofourlawenforcementagen- They were dragged into a wait- 
cies, be itthe PNR NBI or AFR to ing vehicle, blindfolded and tak- 
stretch the definition,” he said. en to different safe houses. 
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DOH warns against onset 


of rainy seas 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


DENGUE, DIARRHEA AND LEPTOSPIROSIS. 

With summer about to end, the public should 
watch out for these diseases, along with acute 
respiratory infections like the flu and pneumo- 
nia. These ailments normally strike during the 
rainy season, the Department of Health has 
warned. 


‘The country just came from ту. 
а bad dengue season which “Signs and symptoms of 
downed atleast 21,817 peo- dengue include the sudden 
ple last year. The number ex- onset of high fever for 2 to 7 
ceeded the 20,000 cases ini- days, joint and muscle pains, 
tially projected by health offi- pain behind the eyes, weak- 
cials. ness, and red and tiny spots 
From January to the first in the skin that become rash- 
week of April this year, the DOH ез.” 
reported 3,194 dengue cases, 
representing 49 percent of the 
total number of cases recorded Dengue attacks more viciously 
during the same period last during a three-year cycle, Dr. Er- 
year. їс Тауар, head of the DOH Na- 
tional Epidemiology Center said 
in an earlier interview. Last year 
"Dengue is an acute infec- was ripe for an attack—with 
tious disease brought about by dengue killing at least 280 peo- 
the bite of the Aedes mosquito ple. 
that breeds in clean and stag- Still, the 2005 experience 
nant water found in flower vas- was nowhere near the number 
es, cans, old rubber tires, used of patients in 1998 when 
bottles, among other contain- around 40,000 people fell 
ers,” the DOH said in an adviso- sick. 


3-yr dengue cycle 


Acute infectious ailment 
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on diseases 


Another serious disease is lep- 
tospirosis, caused by bacteria en- 
tering the skin through open 
wounds. It’s usually contracted 
from vegetation, moist soil or 
floodwaters contaminated with 
rat urine, 

“Signs and symptoms include 
fever, muscle рап and 
headaches. When severe, lep- 
tospirosis may affect the liver, 
kidneys or the brain," according 
tothe DOH. 


vomiting, electrolyte imbalance 
and dehydration, which can be 
fatal ifnot treated early," it said ip 
the advisory. | 


Dehydration symptoms 
“Signs and symptoms of de- 
hydration are sunken eyeballs 
and fontanel in children, dry 
lips, excessive thirst and poor 
skin turgor. (When pinched, 
skin with normal turgor snap 
back to position. Skin with de- 
creased turgor remains elevat- 
ed—a sure sign of dehyd 
tion). Diarrhea is a food-borne 
disease that can be acquired 
through ingestion of food ani 
water contaminated with fecal 
material. i 
"To prevent diarrhea, the 
DOH recommends ensuring & 
safe water supply, the sanitary 
disposal of human waste and 
the practice of personal hy- 
giene.” | 


UN: Humans more 
likely spreaders 
of avian influenza 


1 ——] THEUNITED NATIONS FOOD AND AGRICUL- 
ture Organization (FAO) said it was unreasof- 
able to blame wild birds as the source of HSN 
от bird flu in the absence of rigorous research 
into their role in the ecology and dynamics of 
the virus. 

“Human activities not birds are more likely to 
spread the virus,” the FAO said in a statement 
posted last week on its web site at wwwifao.org 

Avian or bird flu is a very contagious dis- 
ease caused by viruses that normally infect 
only birds, But the virus has since mutated 
and it is now causing infections and even 
deaths in poultry and humans. i 

The FAO said it had been calling for more 
research on the deadly virus as early as 2004, 
“but insufficient resources had been allocated 
tobe able to study the question properly" ^ 

Joseph Domenech, FAO's chief veterinary of- 
ficer, explained that with the rapid spread of the 
disease, FAO now needed $308 million (P16.3 
billion) for its contribution to the global pro- 
gram for the progressive control of avian in- 
fluenza over the next three years—more than 
twice the sum required a few months ago. 

"To date, FAO has only received $71 million 
(P3.7 billion)," he said. Е 

Domenech claimed that the current айап 
flu crisis was "likely to be a continuing emer. 
gency that will last several years." 

‘The FAO expressed serious concern that in- 
ternational interest had been focused almost 
exclusively on the possiblity of avian flu hit- 
ting human populations to the neglect of its 
potentially devastating impact on poultry and 
other animals, 

“This fails to recognize that the best way to 
protect people is to control and try to eradi- 
cate the disease in animals," Domenech said. 

‘The FAO admitted that avian influenza was 


Bigleap 

From January to the first week 
of April this year, the disease in- 
fected 111 people. Its a big leap 
from the 49 cases reported in 
2005. 

Then there's diarrhea. It be- 
comes serious when a person dis- 
charges “watery stools at least 
three times a day" according to 
the DOH 

“This is often accompanied by 
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SENSING THE DIFFERENCE 


а complex issue in which wild birds had most 
oken been identified as the culprits. 

“T is indeed likely that they can introduce 
the disease to unaffected areas from countries 
in which the disease has already been identi- 
fied—but the disease is spread through the 
human activities of poultry production, im- 
proper hygiene and uncontrolled commer 
cialization, the UN agency said. Delfin Mal- 
lari Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Oil firms hike 
prices anew 


CITING HIGHER WORLD OIL PRICES, OIL 
firms raised gasoline and kerosene prices by 
50 centavos per liter following similar adjust- 
ments by the country's two oil refiners. 

Chevron Philippines Corp. increased prices 
at 6 a.m. yesterday, while Total (Philippines) 
Corp. inereased prices at 12:01 a.m. today. 

‘The two ой firms also adjusted liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) prices by 56 centavos per kilo- 
gram, inclusive of the 12-percent value added ах, 

New oil player Seaoil Petroleum Corp. also 
raised gasoline and kerosene prices at 12:01 
a.m. today. Unioil Petroleum Philippines Inc. 
followed suit at 6 a.m. 

Like refiners Petron Corp. and Pilipinas 
Shell Petroleum Corp., the four oil firms re- 
tained the price of diesel, in an effort to help 
the public transport sector. 

Data from the Department of Energy showed 
that the regional benchmark Dubai crude sky- 
rocketed to $65.55 a barrel as of May 18 from 
last month's $64.14 barrel, Abigail Ho 
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It's all about breathing clean. 


Not just a lot of cool air, but a lot of clean, cool air. The Carrier Xpression has 
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" — mold dust and pollen. A Photo-Catalytic Filter removes harmful gases and 
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An Electrostatic Dust Collector catches airborne allergens like dust mites, pollen and dog dander. 


And an Anti-Bacterial Blower Fan and Drain Pan inhibit the growth of bacteria and fungi. 
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De Venecia 


SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA 
flew to Japan on Wednesday on a 
mission for President Macapagal- 
Arroyo: To restore the $80 mil- 
lion (P4.2 billion) in Japanese Of- 
ficial Development Assistance 
(ODA) to the country. 

‘The Japanese grants and yen- 
package loans have been frozen 


Pork barrel 
tool against 
impeachment, 
claims solon 


WITH OVER TWO MONTHS TO GO BEFORE 
а second impeachment bid could be filed by 
the opposition, Malacafiang is once again re- 
lying on the weapon under its control to rein. 
in lawmakers and ensure the defeat of the 
next attempt to unseat President Macapagal- 
‘Arroyo—the pork barrel. 

Opposition Rep. Rodolfo Plaza of the lone 
district of Agusan del Sur said Malacafiang had 
deliberately blocked the release of the pork 
barrel funds of lawmakers for this year ahead 
ofthe coming impeachment attempt in July. 

In an interview yesterday, Plaza said Mala- 
cafiang had been withholding the first and 
second tranches of the Priority Development 
Assistance Fund (PDAF) since January. 

"The PDAF, popularly known as pork barrel, 
is given in the form of Special Allotment Re- 
lease Orders (SARO) and Notice of Cash Allo- 
cations (NCA), 

But this time what is being withheld is not 
the pork barrel of members of the minority, 
according to Plaza, 

“Malacañang is really pulling а fast one on 
members of the majority" Plaza said, explain- 
ing that this "clever tactic" would ensure the 
allegiance of the majority coalition in the low- 
er chamber. 

"Malacafiang will withdraw the SARO 
when impeachment is inevitable, so that the 
congressmen can't ask for more. If it releases 
the SAROs this early, the congressmen will 
ask for additional pork barrel," he said. 

House majority members, whose SAROs 
and NCAs were usually the first to be re- 
leased, have been grumbling over the delay in 
the PDAF releases since March. 

"But all they received were promises," said 
Plaza. 

Under the reduced PDAR each of the 236 
congressmen will receive P40 million in year- 
ly allocations usually given in four tranches, 
or one at every end of the quarter. 

Although the 2006 budget has yet to be 
passed by the Senate and signed into law by 
the President, lawmakers could already draw 
оп their congressional allocations because the 
2005 budget was reenacted in January. 

"The proposed 2006 budget reinstates the origi- 
nal amount of P70 million for each congressman, 
but Deputy Minority Leader Rolex Suplico of lodo 
said the amount could go up to P75 million. 

Last week, Suplico claimed that House ma- 
jority members had been badgering the opposi- 
tion to file the impeachment complaint as lever- 
age againstMalacafiang. Michael Lim Ubac 
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na 
in Japan to press for resumption of loans 


infrastructure and to fund the 
‘country’s antipoverty programs 
and create thousands of jobs. 

De Venecia also said Ms Arroyo 
gave instructions for the payment 
of P70 million to Japanese con- 
struction companies in order to 
complete the refund of value- 
added taxes collected from VAT- 


exempt companies. 

The $600-$800 million in 
loans from the Japan Bank for In- 
ternational Cooperation (JBI 
represent a major source of capi 
tal funds for the Philippines with 
30 to 40 years repayment at less 
than 1 percent per annum. 

The Speaker called Japan the 


Philippines’ “biggest provider" of 
ODA and a major source of for- 
eign direct investment. 

His official trip to Japan, which 
Philippine Ambassador Domingo 
L. Siazon Jr. arranged, came on 
the heels of the 50th anniversary 
of the normalization of diplomat- 
ic relations between the Philip. 


pines and Japan. 

Yesterday, De Venecia, accompa- 
nied by his wife Gina and a delega- 
tion from the House, opened a five 
day official visit which will be 
capped by a meeting with Japanese. 
Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi 
and an audience with the Japanese 
Emperor Michael Lim Ubac 
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CALLUS 22227 


BINONDO Thelma/Jannah 242-1312 
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while you relax. 
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No, they didn’t name their baby Brangelina 


From page Al 
Pitt's daughter on Satur- 
day in Africa, Pites pub- 
licist announced. 

“The night of May 27, 
2006 in Namibia, Africa, 
Angelina Jolie and Brad 
welcomed 
daughter Shiloh Nouvel 
Jolie-Pitt. No further in- 
formation is being giv- 
en,” publicist Cindy Gua- 
genti said in a state- 


No photographs were being re- 
leased, Guagenti added. 

‘The baby’s arrival had been the 
subject of intense press speculation 
in recent months, prompting the su- 
perstar couple to decamp to Aftica 
for privacy. It escalated on Tuesday 
when an e-mail Pitt sent to the 
Cannes Film Festival said he was 


unable to attend be- 
cause of the baby's “im- 
minent arrival." 

The birth came a little 
more than a month after. 
another blockbuster de- 
livery—a girl bom to 
Tom Cruise and Katie 
Holmes. 


the beach to shield the family. 

Jolie and Pitt were linked roman- 
tically shortly after appearing to- 
gether in the 2005 movie “Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith." 

Jolie, 30, is a frequent visitor to 
Arica and serves as goodwill am- 
bassador for the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees. She has two 
adopted children—toddler Zahara, 
from Ethiopia, and 4-year-old Mad- 
dox, from Cambodia. 

Both children had their surnames 
legally changed to Jolie-Pitt after 
Pitt announced his intentions to 
coadopt the two. 

Pitt and actress Jennifer Aniston 
divorced last fall. 

Jolie, who won an Oscar for her 
supporting role in 1999's “Girl, In- 
terrupted,” is divorced from Billy 
Bob Thornton and Jonny Lee Miller. 

AP 


FrompageA! 
these three state institutions are in a conspiracy 
to create а new communist witch-hunt in the 
first decade of the 21sh century to ensure the 
short-term survival of an embattled regime. 

During the 1950s and 1970s, the violence 
toll involving human rights violations sprang 
from the anticommunist insurgency crack- 
down on the Hukblahap and New People’s 
Army guerrillas and cadres in the peasantry 
and the urban-based trade unions. 

The killings then could directly be traced to 
battles between guerrilla and government 
troops and the extrajudicial violence by govern- 
ment-sponsored death squads and government- 
armed vigilantes. 

There was no mistake in determining re- 
sponsibility for that wave of human rights vio- 
lations. There were no gray areas. 


White terror 


Fifty years onward, past the era of military 
juntas in Latin American and the low-intensity 


their 


Heavy security 

Jolie and Pitt had 
powerful help protect- 
ing their privacy from 
the government of Namibia, 
which refused to grant entry to re- 
porters seeking to cover the birth 
without the actors’ written per- 
mission. 

The government arrested pho- 
tographers, confiscated film, ringed 
the couple's hotel with heavy securi- 
ty and set up large green barriers on 
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CCAP MEMBERS: 


Boost your call” 
Career Development Track 
Qune 21, 2006) 

* Introduction. 
• The сай center industry || 
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= Your call center 
Behind the scenes: 
Overview of operations 
a An introduction to call 
center technology 
«Performance measures 
= Your career 
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JUNE 21, 2006 - WEDNESDAY 
Building data centers on demand 
Maximizing CRM for your contact. 
center solutions for your business 


needs 

Vendor evaluation: Choosing the right 
solutions for your business needs 
Consolidating your contact center to 
lower your costs. 

Protecting your data and recovering 
from disaster 
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Registration Form 


STEP 1: 


Complete mailing and profile information (PLEASE PRINT) 


ast name, First Name, Micdie Initial 
Company: О CCAP Member 


E-mail Address: 


О нмоп-ССАР Member 


Industry: Department: 


(ed. accounting, marketing) 


(ea. call centes LT] 
Street Addres: 
Tel. No. 


(include extension fany) Fax No.: 


Select your preferred conference pass and applicable registration fee 
Please check the desired option below. Eariy-bird registration fees are up to May 31, 2006, after which full registration fees will apply. Group. 


faglstration of five or more people from the same company registering together can амай additional 1096 discount. Registration form must be completed 
per individual but all registrations must be submitted together and paid in full at the time of registration. 


Ў NON-CCAP MEMBER 
1 Ead Sra Rane Ful On ste 
6” Two-day pass O ps,400 CPs,000 


One-day pass [}P4,000  (]P5,000 


CCAP MEMBER 
Early Bird Rate Full On site. 


O раво (О P6,400 
O ғз,000 [Q P4,000 


Submit your registration and paymen! 

Жон ent the egictratiom form t fax no. 886-4407/ 844-8341 or moll to Rm. 17-0, Burgundy Corporate Tower, #252 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave. 
Makau City. Or you con call tel no». 889-7763/ 844-8341 to have your registration form and payment picked up. То pay the registration fee, you can 
fend а check payable to DL Medlafocus International, Inc. along with your registration form. Or you can deposit your payment to any China Bank Branch, 
Account names DL Mediafocus Int'l. Inc. Account # 157-0213290, then fax the deposit sip to fax no. 886-4407 / 844-341 


FOR MORE INFORMATION contact the CCAP Secretariat Office at 17-O Burgundy Corporate Tower, 252 Sen. Gil Puyat St, Makati City, 
Philippines • Tel. Nos. 889-7763/ 844-8341 Telefax 886-4407 * Email address: dimediafocus@yahoo.com/ admin@mediafocus.com.ph 
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Killings show 


MONDAY, MAY 29, 2006 


anti-Left insurgency campaigns in Nicaragua, 
Chile and Argentina, an ostensibly civilian gov- 
‘ernment is throwing back Philippine democracy 
tothe benighted era ofthe white terror ofan an- 
ticommunist witch-hunt. 

‘The Arroyo administration is trying to re- 
vive the climate of unsolved purges and di 
appearances, is speaking the politcal rhetoric 
of that anachronistic era, and is shuttling this 
country back toa time warp. 

In denouncing the wave of killings and kid- 
mappings of members of the above-ground 
Left, the Bayan Muna party-list group, which 
has borne the brunt of the death squad assas- 
sinations, Amnesty International (AI) and the 
‘Commission on Human Rights (CHR) took 
pains not to accuse the administration direct- 
ly of instigating the killings of the leftist ac- 
tivists and of the journalists. 

However, Al and the CHR emphasized two 
points—the unchecked killings and the un- 
abated high spiral of the death toll in just five 
years unmistakably constitute human rights 
violations, and that while there is no direct 
evidence of government sponsorship of the 
death squads, there is a clear “pattern of im- 
punity" 


Colors of killers 

‘The CHR held the government accountable 
and emphatically urged it to stop the killings, 
regardless of "what colors the killers are." It 
said: “In human rights terms, the government 
is still responsible even if persons in authority 
are not behind the killings.” 

Al has pointed out that a "climate of impuni- 
ty shielding the perpetrators of such killings 
deepened as ineffective investigations failed to 
lead to the prosecution of those responsible." 

It noted “increased killings in particular 
provinces were reportedly linked to the public 
labeling of leftist groups as NPA front organi- 
zations by local AFP commanders.” 

AI said that the administration might be “en- 
couraging more extrajudicial killings” with the 
recent promotion of Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan 
as Army commander in Central Luzon. The 
CHR has received complaints of human rights 
violations from area where Palparan has been 
posted, including Samar and Mindoro. 

Palparan recently called for the return of 
Republic Act No. 1700, the Anti-Subversion 
Law, which outlawed the Communist Party of 
the Philippines. He said the setup allowed the 
‘CPP “to infiltrate the government through the 
party-list organizations.” 

“| would be happy the communist parties 
would be outlawed again ... It's better for 
them to go back to the hills," he said. 


Gonzales’ line, too 

Palparan said military spies had infiltrated 
the NPA and legal communist organizations, 
and attributed the sharp rise of deaths within 
the ranks of the legal Left to the alleged inter- 
nal communist purges. 

This line was echoed by Norberto Gonza- 
les, President Macapagal-Arroyo's national 
security chief, who has claimed that recent 
“mass graves" were uncovered in Mindanao 
where victims of the alleged internal commu- 
nist purges were buried. 

Statements and actions such as those of 
Palparan and Gonzales and the slow progress 
of the investigations ordered by the President 
could only have encouraged the perpetrators 
to believe they are shielded from prosecution. 
‘These are signals for the military and police 
not to go ahead with inquiries. 

They have also strengthened suspicions 
that Ms Arroyo is unwilling to rein in the 
death squads and to stay the hands of rabidly 
anticommunist segments of the armed forces 
because of two reasons. 

First, Ms Arroyo needs to consolidate her sup- 
port in the mllitary to counter attempts by her 
political enemies to unseat her and quash coup 
plots by mutinous pockets of the officer corps. 

Second, she can use the red herring to weak- 
en the Left as a political force and as a potential 
ally of seditious military factions, and to find 
scapegoats to justify invoking extraordinary 
presidential powers (such as in February's 
proclamation of national emergency). 

Ms Arroyo is playing tbe communist witch- 
hunt as one of her last cards to stay in power 
as she walks closer toward the end of the po- 
litical tightrope. 

The problem is the more she allows the mil- 
itary radicals to dictate security and even po- 
litical policies, the more she paves the way for 
the expansion of military influence in her ad- 
ministration and the more it becomes depen- 
dent on the military for regime survival. 


Corrections 


IN THE MAY 22 ISSUE, a Metro story on 
Page A26—"Marikina student wins in In- 
tel science fair’—misstated the school 
from which Raymond Joseph Amurao 
graduated. Amurao graduated from 
Marikina Science High School—not 
Marikina High School, 

IN YESTERDAY'S ISSUE, a front-page arti- 
le—"Bush honors Fil-Am volunteer’—mis- 
stated Virginia Ganzon Stunwolds age. Ac- 
cording to Sturwold, she is 82—not 81. She 
also said that the same article misstated 
where she had met her ex-husband. She met 
him when they were both graduate students 
at Indiana University in Bloomington—not 
їп a New York university. According to hes, 
the article also misstated the organization of 
her boss who helped her get away from her 
abusive husband. Her boss then was with the 
American Institutes for Research in Washing- 
ton, DC—not with the Center (ог Disease 
‘Control in Atlanta, Georgia. 
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theatrical entertainment at the time, featured 
characters based on ordinary people. He also 
developed stories around family themes such 
as love, domestic quarrels and jealousy. 

Pabalan Byron's “ng Managpi" (The Patcher), 
firststaged on Sept. 13, 1900, atthe Teatro Sabi- 
na in Bacolor, Pampanga, thus became the frst 
zarzuela in the vernacular in the Philippines. 

The significance of this feat was noted by the 
late literary historian Rosalina Icban-Castro in 
her 1981 book, “Literature of the Pampangos." 

“Ing Managpi" is older than the best known 
‘Tagalog zarzuela, "Walang Sugat,” by Severi- 
mo Reyes and the Kapampangan zarzuela, 
"Alang Dios," by Juan Crisostomo Soto, ac- 
cording to Robby Tantingco, executive direc- 
tor of the Holy Angel University's (HAU) Cen- 
ter for Kapampangan Studies. 

Young theater artists at the HAU honored the 
legacy of Pabalan Byron by restaging the 
105-year-old zarzuela on Saturday as part of 
National Heritage Month. 

‘The zarzuela centered on the domestic quar- 
el between couple Dofia Juana and Don Diego 
апд was interspersed with comic relief from the 
family’s servants. The feud was resolved in the 
end with the help of the couple's maid, Sianang, 

"Tantingco said the production had one sim- 
ple goal—to allow the modern audience to 
“see [the play] as our ancestors saw it.” 

The Center for Kapampangan Studies, the Na- 
tional Commission for Culture and the Ars, and 
the Filipinas Heritage Festival Inc, chaired by 
Bambi Harper, produced the play. 


Miracle 

Staging the humorous “Ing Managpi in 
this day and age was short of a miracle since 
very little ofthe script survived. 

According to the producers, Corelio, Pabalan 
Byron's brother, published the script on May 19, 
1909. 

Decades later, in 1961, researchers like Ely 
Javillonar, studied the texts. Then EY. Cu- 
nanan retyped the script in new Pampango 
orthography (discarding the letters с, £j, q, ч, 
x and z) and Ieban-Castro printed the entire 
11 scenes in her anthology. 

‘The problem was in the musical scoring. The 
surviving text failed to document the original 
music and lyries by Amado Gutierrez David and 
the rare musical sheets that were rescued from 
Mt. Pinatubo's lahar in 1995 were faded and 
tattered beyond recognition. 

The difficult task of reconstructing the five 
songs fell on the shoulders of Rodolfo “Stan” 
Palma, a member of the family behind the 
“Orchestra Palma.” 


From memory 

The Palma clan, beginning with Stan's great 
grandfather Pablo Palma and grandfather Fausti- 
no Palma, had breathed music into the zarzu 
in Bacolor’s Teatro Sabina and Guagua's Teatro 
Trining between 1900 and 1925. 

‘Stan, 46, said his connection with the past 
was never lost. 

He kept in touch with Nestor Galura, great 
grandson of Felix Galura Napao, a contempo- 
rary of Pabalan Byron and Soto. Galura also 
collected zarzuela scripts. 

Members of the Palma clan gather every 
year on Holy Thursday to rehearse for the 
Good Friday processions. On one of these oc- 
casions, Stan asked his uncle, Prof. Virgilio 
Palma, to do a tiririn (humming or playing of 
songs based on memories of hearing their el- 
ders performing it). 

As the melodies took form, Stan said he con- 
sulted Galura to validate the compositions. 

Next, Stan reconstructed the lyrics through 
Galura’s recollections of what his great grand- 
father had passed on to him. 


Unity 

"The Palma-Galura tandem laid the ground- 
work for the zarzuela's restaging by asking a select 
set of Bacolor residents to perform the play during 
the town's La Naval fiesta in November 2005. 

The May 26 restaging of the "Ing Managpi" at 
the HAU did not have the full compersa (a set of 
violins that carried the melody, a guitar and 
bass). But Stan assembled 16 violinists for the 
occasion, with his 8-year-old daughter Cyrielle 
Marie Palma, a fith-generation artist, among 
the musicians. 

Through Cyrielles help, Remejia Lacson 
(playing Doña Juana) and Rona Reyes (play- 
ing Sianang) mastered the melody. 

*] hope the play will be a uniting factor for us 
Bacoloreños," Stan said, explaining why he took 
onthe task 

His town, once the Philippines’ capital, was 
buried by volcanic mudflow in 1991, losing 
most of it to the disaster until 1997. The resi- 
dents remained scattered in atleast seven re- 
settlements but some 5,000 families have re- 
turned to settle permanently. 


Preserve culture 

Harper said more works should be restaged 
and Filipino arts and culture, on the whole, 
should be preserved as these are in “greater 
danger" of being erased ог forgotten due to the 
threats of globalization. 

"Culture connects the past and the future," 
Harper said, just before lights bathed the 
stage for the open-air performance. 

‘The play will go on tour in campuses and 
communities around Pampanga, said Tanting- 
co, 

The modern cast—Lacson, Reyes, Edgar 
John Ocampo (Don Diego) Roilinger Calilung 
(Fermin) and Daniel Maglambayan 
(Pablo)—said they hope to equal if not sur- 
pass the zarzuela's maiden performance 105 
years ago which featured Paula Gozun, Car- 
men Alfaro, Teodoro Andaya, Dionisio 
Magyani and Ignacio Navarro. 

The difficult task, they said, was to master 
the language of the time that Pabalan Byron, 
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105-year-old zarzuela revived 


in defiance of the Spanish colonizers, memo- 
rialized in words. 

Pabalan Byron's zarzuela “Apat Ya Ing Ju- 
nio (The Fourth of June),” which Icban-Cas- 
tro wrote as the "best," has yet to be revived 
on stage. 

“Apat Ya Ing Junio” mirrored a historical 
event, when Kapampangan revolutionaries 
stormed the garrison in Bacolor by throwing 
buming coconut husks at the building and 
killing Spanish soldiers. 

The attack heeded Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo's 
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There are lives we touch 
to help build someone’s dream. 


“Noong ako ay nagaaral bilang SAKA scholar, natutunan 
ko na ang farming pala ay exciting. Lalung-lalo na noong 
tinuruan kami ng kaalaman sa pagnenegosyo. Sinabi 
nilo," James, education is a continuous process.” Yun ang 
gustong-gusto ko. Yun ang pasasalamat ko - ang Shell 


tinulungan ako.” 


James Bruma 
Sanayan sa Kekaychang Agrikultura 
(SAKA) Scholar 


/ James Bruma. Just one of the many lives we've touched to help make our world a better 
place to live. As a SAKA scholar, James learned about organic farming through the Shell Training Farm 
in Camarines Sur, a project of the Pilipinas Shell Foundation. SAKA is an agricultural skills tre 
established in 1985 that transforms out of school youths into a new breed of farmers. The program is 

£ 70% hands on and 30% theory. I's a program that also pro 

erate income by trading their livestock ond crops. 


ing program 


в startup loans зо SAKA scholars can 
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House set 
to address 
attendance 
problem 


THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES NOW 
wants to do something about absentee mem- 
bers "plaguing the chamber." 

But how far can it go? 

Administration lawmakers on Friday 
backed House Majority Leader Prospero No- 
grales’s move to “reform” absentee members 
by imposing disciplinary action on [those] 
who frequently fail to attend plenary sessions. 
and committee hearings. 

House Deputy Speaker Gerry Salapuddin 
and Deputy Majority Leader Antonio Cerilles 
said it was time the House cracked the whip 
on truant congressmen who failed to perform 
their primary task of overseeing legislation. 

‘They believed that imposing decisive and 
punitive action on absentee members would 
help the House regain the public’s trust and 
respect. 

Nograles said he will call a caucus this week 
to address the "chronic problem" of quorum. 


Stricter policies on attendance 

Nograles, who chairs the committee on 
rules, said he shared the sentiments of Que- 
zon Rep. Erin Tafiada, who complained last 
week that the lack of quorum prevented the 
lawmakers from performing their job of en- 
acting laws at a faster pace. 

“The leadership will address this in caucus 
[this] week, together with issues on Charter 
change. We need to come up with stricter 
policies on attendance,” Nograles said. 

Empty session hall seats have been a com- 
mon sight їп the chamber since late last year. 

There were days when only five or six law- 
makers held session—the presiding officer 
(usually a deputy speaker), one of the assis- 
tant majority leaders, one or two of the 
deputy minority leaders, the sponsor of the 
proposed measure and the interpellator 

More than half of the 236-member chamber 
were usually absent, while about 50 of those 
lawmakers who were present were usually ei- 
ther in their offices receiving guests or whiling 
away the time in the congressional lounge. 

Te was Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero Pichay 
Jr. who first called attention to the failure of 
the House last year to muster the required 
quorum, which is 50 percent plus one of the 
236 congressmen. 


Lack of warm bodies 

Pichay said the lack of warm bodies to 
transact business (session days are Monday to 
Wednesday) reflected badly on the House 
leadership. 

But the problem persisted, prompting the 
presiding officer and majority leader to ap- 
peal on many occasions to the House minority 
mot to question the quorum in order to speed 
up the legislative mill 

‘The last time the chamber had enough 
warm bodies on the floor was on May 16 
when Speaker Jose de Venecia presided over 
the resumption of the second regular session 
ofthe 13th Congress. 
^ After that, the majority (with the coopera- 
tion ofa friendly minority) had to resort again 
to the myth in parliamentary procedure that. 
there's a quorum unless one questions it 

But with the Speaker himself complaining 
lately about the slow pace of Charter change, 
Nograles has had to address the chronic ab- 
sences. Michael Lim Ubac 
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Monday, May 29, 2006 

7th Week of Easter 
Ist Reading: Acts 19:1-8 
Gospel: John 16:29-33 

‘The disciples said to Jesus, "Now you are 
speaking plainly and not in veiled language! 
Now we see that you know all things, even 
before we question you. Because of this we 
believe that you came from God.” 

Jesus answered them, "You say that you 
believe! The hour is coming, indeed it has 
come, when you will be scattered, each one to 
his home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I 
am not alone, for the Father is with me. 

* have told you all this, so that in me you 
may have peace, You will have trouble in ће 
world; but, courage! 1 have overcome the 
world.” 

Commentary 

‘This is the time of the Spirit that completes 
baptisms, deepens and confirms belief, and 
makes us public witnesses. It is the Spirit that 
teaches us, guides us, encourages us, and trans- 
forms our words and works, ethically and reli- 
giously into the deeds of God in Jesus. 

‘And Jesus warns us: do you really believe? 
Like the disciples, do we panic, scatter and run 
when something confronts us, and we become 
rejected; or do we disagree among ourselves 
that one can't see the Spirit for all the individu 
al agendas? The disciples leave Jesus alone, and 
sadly the Church still does the same thing. It is 
only in Jesus, the Word of God, that we find 
peace and it is that peace that gives us the 
courage to overcome our own weakness and the 
world, 
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MILF junks provision in RP-OIC deal 


COTABATO CITY—THE MORO 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
on Saturday rejected one of the 
provisions in the six-point agree- 
ment forged recently by the 
Philippine government and the 
influential Organization of the Is- 
lamic Conference (OIC). 

Khaled Musa, deputy chief of 
the MILF information committee, 
said the group was surprised when 
the govemment and the OIC 
agreed “to converge” elements of 
the peace agreement between the 
government and the Moto Nation- 
al Liberation Front (MNLF) with 
the peace negotiations being con- 
ducted with the MILE 

‘The agreement was embodied 
in a joint communiqué between 
Manila and the OIC issued on May 
22 following a fact-finding mission 
by the latter to review the status of 
the 1996 peace accord between 
the government and the MNLF 

Musa said that while the MILF 
desired to work closer with the 
MNLF and other groups dedicat- 
ed to the defense and promotion 
of. the interests of the 
Bangsamoro people, they reject- 


ed the provision even ifthe inten- 
tion appeared to be good. 

"The MILF deserves all the right 
to be consulted. The framework of 
the MNLF peace pact with the gov- 
еттеп differs radically from 
what the MILF is negotiating with 
the government," Musa said. 

Musa said the MILF will seek 
clarification of the issue from the 
ок. 

The OIC brokeréd the talks 
that led to the signing of the 1976 
Tripoli Agreement between the 
government and the MNLE The 
MNLF was granted observer sta- 
tus in the OIC in 1977. The gov- 
ernment and the MNLF finally 
signed a peace accord in 1996. 

Also agreed upon during the re- 
cent OIC fact-finding mission was 
the need to review the 1996 peace 
agreement in а high-level tripartite 
meeting to be set up in Jeddah as 
soon as possible; the renewal of ef- 
forts to bring the peace dividend to 
the Bangsamoro people with the 
support of OIC member-states, the 
Islamic Development Bank and the 


early resolution of the: 
MNLF chair Nur Misuat 


cial process; the s 

nance of the break- 
through for peace and 
unity in Sulu brought 
about by the visit; and 
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Phivolcs: RP must prepare for big one 


From page Al 


to prevent disasters caused by earthquakes is 
1 toanticipate and prepare for them." 

He said the “good news" was that govern- 
ment agencies had been actively involved in 
earthquake preparedness. 

He said the Department of Public Works 
and Highways had been inspecting public fa- 
cilities. 

The Department of Education and the 
Metropolitan Manila Development Authority 
have joined the National Disaster Coordinat- 
ing Council in advocating quake prepared- 
ness in both public and private schools, 
homes and offices. 

“In the Makati business district, building 
administrators have come up with emergency 
evacuation plans. We're currently finalizing 
ап action plan for the whole county,” 
Solidum said. 


The sobering news 

Still, the geographical reality can be pretty 
sobering. 

А Phivoles report furnished the INQUIRER 
said that the existence of subterranean 
“earthquake generators” and the recorded 
strong earthquakes that had hit the Philip- 
pines “should readily convince us that the 
‘country is indeed seismically active.” 

“We should also accept the fact that 
since earthquakes with magnitude 7 or 
more had affected us in the recent past, 
the likelihood of these destructive earth- 
quakes occurring again in the future is in- 
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deed very strong," the report said. 

Solidum said the West Valley Fault or 
WVF—formerly known as the Marikina Fault, 
one of the country's active faults—generated 
a magnitude 7-plus or major earthquake 
when it last moved about 200 years ago. 

“We can’t say when exactly it would move 
again. But considering its long repose period, 
the probability of it moving again soon is in- 
creasing and increasing,” he said. 


5-20 quakes a day 

Movements along these faults and in sever- 
al trenches, in addition to the two seismically 
Tambuncous tectonic plates where the 
Philippine archipelago sits, generate between. 
five and 20 earthquakes a day. 

The WVF forms part of the so-called Valley 
Fault System, or VFS, located 5 km east of the 
center of Metro Manila. 

Tr runs from Montalban, Rizal, in the north, 
passes through the eastern portion of Metro 
Manila, or west of Laguna de Bay, and extends 
southward, possibly as far аз the Tagaytay 
ridge. 

On the other hand, the East Valley Fault ex- 
tends from Montalban south to the Pasig City 
area. 


Danger zones 

In a briefing paper, Phivolcs said that 
"based on radiocarbon dates and soil develop- 
ment, scientists ... have determined at least 
three rupturing events within the last 1,400 
years along the VFS. The last earthquake that 
ruptured the system probably occurred dur- 
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АМ EARTHQUAKE MEASUR- 
ing 5.3 on the Richter scale 
jolted the northern Philippines 
at 5 p.m. on Sunday with no re- 
port of damage or injuries, an 
official said. 

The epicenter was located 
about 125 km northeast of 
Laoag in Ilocos Norte. 

“The quake happened near 
the sparsely inhabited 


5.3 quake in Babuyan 


Babuyan Islands," said 
Robert Tiglao of the Philip- 
pine Institute of Volcanology 
and Seismology. — “Earth- 
quakes of this size are consid- 
ered quite normal here in the 
Philippines.” 

Оп Saturday, a quake hit the 
Indonesian island of Java, 
killing about 3,800 peopl 

AFP 


Date Epicenter 
Nov 15, 1996 Northof Mindoro AFB 
Ju16,1990 — Мез ВРЕ 
АЙТА — MoroGulf ВЕТ 
Магї7.1973 Вадаубш ВЕТ 
‘Apr07,1970 Baer, Quezon AF 
‘hug 02,1968 Аш РЕТ 
Арс01.1955 LangodelSur ВЕ? 
Juig2,i954 Sorsogon ВЕТ 


‘Some of the destructive earthquakes the country has experienced 
Intensity Surface magnitude Death tolinjured 
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ing the 18th or 19th century" 

n its April edition, National 
Geographic magazine featured 
the Philippines as one of the 
earthquake “danger — zones" 
worldwide. It also tagged the 
country as an earthquake "high 
risk" zone. 

In the National Geographic 
map, Asias high risk ar- 
eas—which include Japan, Tai 
wan, Indonesia, Pakistan, parts of 
China, India. and 
‘Bangladesh—were shaded bright 
orange. 

‘Asked how he would rate the 
Philippines in terms of prepared- 
mess on a scale of one to 10, 
Solidum said: "Its hard to say. We 
don’t have the right indicators 


yet. We're just starting a program 
of monitoring these earthquakes 
along with other countries 
around the world.” 

But he said that compared to 
Indonesia, the Philippines had a 
‘more sound building code. 

“In Indonesia, reports said 
those destroyed by the quakes 
were buildings made of bricks, 
wood от basically old materials. 
Here, it is an entirely different 
thing,” he said 


RP better equipped 
Solidum said-the Philippines 
was "way ahead of our neighbors 
in terms of equipment.” 
From only 35 quake recording 
stations two years ago, Phivoles 
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Tracing faults 


FAULTS ARE BREAKS OR ZONES OF 
‘weakness in rocks along which displace- 
ments occur, causing earthquakes. They 
may extend for kilometers across the 
earth's surface or tens of kilometers un- 
derit. 

Earthquake generators are plate inter- 
actions, displacements along the Philip- 
pine fault zone and movements along 
other active faults. 

The other active faults in the Philippines 
are Digdig in Aurora; Lupao, which runs 
from Nueva Ecija to Pangasinan; San 
Manuel in Pangasinan; Aglubang River їп 
Mindoro; Tablas off Panay and Marinduque 
islands; and Casiguran, which runs parallel 
tothe East Luzon Trough and Mindanao. 

The country’s other earthquake gen- 
erators include the Philippine Trench, 
East Luzon Trough, Manila Trench, Ме- 
gros Trench, Sulu Trench, Cotabato 
‘Trench, Davao Trench, and the collision- 
al zones between Palawan and Mindoro, 
the Zamboanga Peninsula and Western 
Mindanao. 


currently operates a nationwide network of 
64 seismic stations, put up with financial and 
technical aid from Japan. 

Only 35 of the stations are manned. 

Solidum claimed the governments pre- 
paredness level the past couple of years was 
“definitely better than before.” 

"We now have more data. We also have 
guidelines on how to go about seismic haz- 
ards and other quake-related issues," he said. 

‘According to Phivoles, “the most seismi 
cally active” part of the country is its eastern 
section, with an average of 16 quakes a 
year. 

"The other relatively active parts are found 
in the eastern side of northern Luzon and the 
vicinity of Lubang Island and Mindoro. The 
presence of the East Luzon Trench, Casiguran 
Fault and the northern segment of the Philip- 
pine Fault Zone make the areas near Dingalan 
Bay (in Aurora) and Casiguran Sound (in 
Quezon) earthquake-prone,”it said. 


Patient and impul 

In its cover story titled “Quake: The Next 
Big One," the National Geographic noted a 

fundamental problem” with earthquakes. 

“They refuse to operate on human standard 
time. They're on their own peculiar schedule. 
Farthquake faults have a nasty way of com- 
bining patience with impulsiveness,” it said. 

Today, some of the simplest questions 
sbout earthquakes remain hard to answer, 

aid the publication. 

“why do they start? What makes them 
stop? Why do some small quakes grow into 
bigger quakes, while others stay small? 

“And theres the broader question. Are 
there clear patterns, rules and regularities in 
earthquakes, or are they inherently random 
and chaotic?” 


Predicting earthquakes 

History has shown the frightening power of 
earthquakes. 

‘The Dec. 26, 2004, tsunami that wiped out 
more than 200,000 lives in several Asian 
countries was caused by a massive quake. A 
magnitude-7.6 quake centered in Kashmir 
last October killed 73,000 people. 

The US magazine said earthquake predic- 
tion “remains a matter of myth, of fabulations 
in which birds and snakes and fish and bunny 
rabbits somehow sniff out the coming calami- 

"What scientists can do right now is make 
good maps of fault zones and figure out which 
ones are probably due for rupture. And they 
can make forecasts. Turning forecasts into 
predictions may be impossible, but scientists 
are doing everything they can to solve the 
mysteries of earthquakes.” 


Quakes follow pattern 

That's "very true,” according to Solidum. 
Like their foreign counterparts, Phivoles sci- 
entists also make maps of rocks and other 
things to see where the ground had shaken in 
the past, and how hard. 

"In Japan, government scientists say they 
have settled the question (on the predictabili- 
ty of earthquakes),” the National Geographic 
said, “Earthquakes are not random. They fol- 
low a pattern, They have detectable precur- 
sors. The government knows where Japan's 
big one will most likely strike, This is a coun- 
try where the trains run on time and earth- 
quakes are supposed to do the same." 


Prepare in advance 

Here, earthquake prediction is “still a prob- 
lem for us,” Solidum admitted. 

He said that after the 1990 quake, Phivoles 
conducted an initial study on what might hap- 
pen in Metro Manila in terms of the impact of 
the different hazards posed by earthquakes, 
"like ground shaking, ground ruprure and 
tsunamis.” 

Phivolcs followed that up in 2002 with a 
study of more detailed estimates of earth- 
quake impacts and a master plan on reducing 
such impacts. 

The agency is currently developing a tsuna- 
mi sensor with funding from Finland. 

“Technologically, we can't beat the arrival 
of a tsunami, So it’s important that we advo; 
cate a community-based warning system,” 
Solidum said. 

He said: "We cannot predict when an earth- 
quake will actually take place, but we know 
where that earthquake will be generated by 
mapping the country's quake generators. We 
trust they will not move at the same time, The 
best thing to do is to prepare in advance." 

With a report from Christine О, Avendaño 


D ACA 


© MONDAY, MAY 29,2006 


From page Al 


Maniago, who worked as a welder in East 


Timor for three years, was in the first batch of 
Filipino evacuees to flee the Timorese capital 
ofDili. 


The evacuees included two young girls and 


an infant. 


First to disembark from a Philippine Air 
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65 Pinoys bring home tales of terror 


cided that she should go home with 
their daughters, aged nine and eight. 
“We've seen buildings being 
burned down. Its just not safe for our 
girls,” Jeannie said. 
‘The couple had been doing mission- 
ary work in East Timor for the last six 


years. They were sent there by their 
church, the Lapasan Baptist Church, 
based in Cagayan de Oro City. 

A C-130 remains on standby in 
case a second evacuation is needed, 
Foreign Undersecretary Esteban 
Conejos Jr. said. 


“We are watching the situation 
very, very closely,” Conejos said. 
Conejos also said Chief Insp. Edgar 
Layon, who was shot in the stomach 
during a clash among East Timores, 
remained in stable condition in a pri- 
vate hospital in Darwin, Australia. 
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Force C-130 at Villamor Air Base was Rosalie 
Alvarado, who carried her month-old daugh- 
ter, Rowena, in her arms. 


Tears flow 

Alvarado's tears flowed as she was met by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, who welcomed 
the evacuees home. 

Ms Arroyo paid particular attention to the 
mother and child, urging Alvarado to take her 
lunch so that she could breast-feed Rowena. 

In Dili itself, hundreds of UN employees 
were evacuated as rival gangs roamed the 
streets of the capital, torching homes and 
battling with machetes in defiance of for- 
eign peacekeepers sent to quell the violence 
that has plunged the fledgling country into 
chaos, 

“Tens of thousands of residents also fled Dili 
ог sought refuge in churches, embassies and at 
the airport, leaving much of the city deserted. 

‘Smoke billowed from several areas where 
attacks were taking place. Australian troops 
rumbled toward the sound of gunfire in tanks 
and armored personnel carriers, but seemed 
to only briefly scatter combatants, according 
to The Associated Press. 

Alvarado, a mother of six, worked part time 
in Dili, doing different jobs for four years. Her 
child’s father, also a Filipino, stayed behind. 

“I won't be going back there,” said Alvara- 
do, a native of Porac, Pampanga. 

‘Many of the returnees described the situa- 
tion in Dili as nothing short of terrifying. They 
stayed inside their homes, not daring to go 
out lest they got caught in the crossfire 


Burning houses 

“In our street, 1 saw people chasing each 
other with machetes: Three houses were 
burned there and four people perished in 
опе,” Adelyn Pascual, who said she worked аг 
Dili's Ministry for Planning and Finance, told 
AP Television News. 

‘At night, Pascual said she saw smoke and 
burning buildings, then she would see bodies 
sprawled near gutted buildings in the morn- 
ing. She said while foreigners were not target 
ed, they could still be hurt in the clashes. 

"Vou can’t really avoid bullets because bul- 
lets couldn't distinguish from foreigners,” she 
said. 

“We couldn't do anything but to leave be- 
fore we got hurt in the chaos. Something bad 
could happen tous,” said Manuel Cruz, an en- 
gineer in Dili. 

‘There are about 200 Filipinos working in 
East Timor as engineers, nongovernment orga- 
nization volunteers and Christian missionaries. 

Filipino couple said that they had to lie 
оп the floor inside their Dili apartment to 
avoid being hit by stray bullets. 

‘The husband, who requested anonymity 
said his Korean coworker was hit in the neck 
by a wayward bullet while peeking through 
his apartment window. 

"Thats how dangerous the situation ther 
is," he said. “That’s why when we were in 
formed that the Philippine governmen 
would be sending a C-130 to have us evacuat 
ed, we immediately took it.” 
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Text messages helped 

He said the Filipinos were immediately in 
formed by the Philippine Embassy of the evac 
uation plan through an efficient text net 
work. 

“They work fast there,” he said of the em- 
bassy staff led by Ambassador Farita Aguilu- 

‚ cho-Ong. 

His wife had been there only a week for a visit 
when the violence erupted. He had been work- 
ing in Dili for the last five years as a consultant in 
the country's Department of Education. 

Jun Clomera, a 38-year-old engineer, said 

ле that even if the foreigners were not the direct 
targets in the strife, he chose not to step out- 
side his house. 

"Our movement there was limited because 
you really don't know what will happen next. 

‚ The situation was very uncertain because 
there would be violence one day, things 
would cool down the next, then you'd hear ru- 
mors of attacks again," Clomera said. 

Clomera had been working in Dili for a 
Japanese company for a year and a half 

Some 110 other Filipinos, including those 
‘working with the United Nations, had chosen 
to stay behind, according to the Department 
of Foreign Affairs. 

‘Among them was Fernando Flores, a Bap- 
tist pastor doing missionary work in 
Samanatuto, outside Dili. 

“He decided to stay behind because he 
could not leave the many people we had 
taught," his wife, Jeannie, said. 

Jeannie, 34, said she and her husband de- 
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Goodbye, dear nurses 


ІНЕ US SENATE HAS JUST PASSED AN IMMIGRA- 

| Чоп bill that, among other provisions, lifts the limit 

on the number of foreign nurses who can immi- 

grate to the United States. To be sure, the bill faces strong 

opposition from the US House of Representatives, and 

the provision lifting the cap on the number of special 

visas for nurses is not even on the counterpart House bill. 

It looks unlikely that the provision, as 

EDITORIAL phrased, will make it into law. But the 

possibility of the flow of US-bound Fil- 

ipino nurses turning into a flood does exist, if not now, 

then when the nursing shortage in the United States be- 
comes especially acute. Are we ready for it? 

According to The New York Times, the shortfall of reg- 
istered nurses in the United States reached 118,000 last 
April. In 2002, the US government estimated that the 
shortfall will hit 800,000 by 2020. It must have been 
numbers as dire as these that prompted Sen. Sam Brown- 
back to sponsor the proposal. Last week, he told the me- 
dia he did not expect the provision to drain African coun- 
tries of their nurses; but he admitted that the impact on 
the nursing professions in the Philippines and India could 
be considerable. 

The Philippines already sends several thousand nurses 
to the United States every year; in fact—though you 
wouldn't know it from watching the cluttered emergency 
rooms in the medical dramas of American TV—it is the 
United States’ biggest source of foreign nurses. A regis- 
tered nurse can expect to earn some $36,000 a year in the 
United States (about P1.9 million), Dr. Jaime Galvez Tan 
told The New York Times. In contrast, a nurse can expect 
to earn $2,000 in the Philippines (about P106,000, or less 
than P9,000 a month). Given these numbers, an open- 
door policy for foreign nurses can only bring more appli- 
cants to America’s doorstep. 

But if the Philippine health care system is already under 
heavy strain because several thousand nurses leave for 
abroad every year, that same open-door policy may actual- 
ly force the system's collapse. “The Filipino people will suf- 
fer because the US will get all our trained nurses,” George 
Cordero, president of the Philippine Nursing Association, 
told The New York Times. “But what can we do?” 

What can we do, indeed? The British, who have shown 
the way in condoning developing-economy debt, are 
pushing the envelope in the nursing issue too. They have 
allotted about £100 million to “compensate” their main 
sources of foreign nurses, in Africa. The money can go to 
develop more nurses, perhaps to meet national needs, or 
at least to make sure that the goose that lays the golden 
egg stays reasonably healthy. 

The US Senate immigration bill carries no provision on 
compensation. It seems to be based on a classic economic. 
assumption: Let the market decide. 1f the United States of- 
fers both opportunity and income, other countries will sim- 
ply have to grin and bear it. We say “seem” because the eco- 
nomics behind the provision is actually highly selective. 

While the American Hospital Association welcomes the 
possibility of more foreign nurses, the American Nurses 
Association opposes it. Granted, a large part of the oppo- 
sition is based on simple fear; more foreign nurses will 
mean fewer American ones. But American nurses also op- 
pose the provision because it is a short-term and simple- 
minded solution to the health care problem. 

"We're disappointed that Congress, instead of provid- 
ing appropriations for domestic nursing programs, is out- 
sourcing the education of nurses," Erin McKeon, the nurs- 
ing group's associate director of government affairs, told 
The New York Times. According to the National League 
for Nursing, some 155,000 qualified Americans who ap- 
plied for nursing school were turned down in 2005. Why? 
Not enough schools, not enough slots. 

Instead of the US economy repairing the problem by in- 
vesting money in new nursing schools and more nursing 
teachers, with higher pay (teachers earn less than the 
nursing students they turn out), the US government set- 
tles for the easy answer—and consequences in the devel- 
oping world be damned. 

‘We are loathe to see travel restrictions imposed on Fil- 
ipinos of high ability and solid ambition. But when our 
hospitals can no longer function because most of our 
nurses are in the United States, such drastic measures 
may be necessary. It is in our best interest that we both 
prepare for that eventuality and prevent it from coming 
to pass. 
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IN A PREVIOUS COLUMN, (PDI, 5/19/06) 1 
narrated how the greed and naiveté of the 
Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Manage- 
ment Corp. (PSALM) are making the National 
Power Corp's assets, which are being priva- 
tized, easy prey to shysters. 

Оп Dec. 1, 2004, PSALM bid out the 600- 
megawatt Masinloc coal-powered plant. YNN 
Pacific Consortium won the bid at $582 mil- 
lion. To close the deal, the winning bidder 
must pay up-front 40 percent of the bid price 
($222 million of the $582 million), plus a per- 
formance bond of $11.2 million. In case the 
bidder does not come up with the down pay- 
ment, PSALM can confiscate the bond. 

When the deadline for the payment came 
(Dec. 2, 2005), YNN could not fork out the need- 
ей cash; its reputed Australian partner could not 
be found. PSALM could have confiscated the 
$112-million performance bond then. But for 
some strange reason, PSALM extended the dead- 
line for three months—to March 31, 2006, al- 
though, under the bid documents or under the 
Jaw, there was no basis for the grant of the exten- 
sion. 

The new deadline, March 31, 2006, came and 
went but still there was no payment from YNN. 
Fora second time, PSALM could have seized the 
bond. But again, PSALM gave YNN another 90- 
day extension, or until the end of June 2006. 
YNN also offered to increase the value of the per- 
formance bond by $3 million, to $14.2 million, 
as penalty for the delay in the payment of the 
$222 million. А new partner, Ranhill Berhad of 
Malaysia, was reported to have assumed the 
obligation to pay both the $222 million down 
payment and the $14.2-million bond; although, 
again, Ranhills takeover from YNN's original 
‘Australian parner was not sanctioned by 
PSALMS bidding rules. Not only that, Ranhill 
slipped in an additional condition to the efectivi- 
ty of the $14.2-million bond: that Masinloc be 
first assured of a supply contract with Meralco. 

Meralco has nothing to do with it, and a sup- 
ply contract was not part of the conditions of 
the bidding. If it were, PSALM could have at- 


RAUL GONZALEZ SAYS AIRILY THAT GOV- 
ernment is amenable to allowing media practi- 
tioners to carry guns to solve the problem of 
their becoming an endangered species. But 
first, he says, media should get rid of its “hao 
siao journalists ог the poseurs and mercenar- 
ies working only for money. 

‘Joe! Sy Egco, president of the Association of 
Responsible Media, is elated by this. The 
Palace announcement, he says, is "most wel- 
come.” “Finally, they have come to their senses 
and have heeded our call to give us a fighting 
chance when confronted with a violent situa- 

‚ tion." He agrees that "media is also responsible 
to police our ranks and get rid of the bad eggs 
or irresponsible journalists." 

What thoroughly idiotic things to say. Have 
we lost all our senses? 

To begin with, ifarming journalists is the so- 
lution to their current decimation, why nor 
arm activists, too? Its not just the journalists 
that are being slaughtered like chickens in this 
country, as one activist puts it, it's the aci 
too. Indeed, more the activists than the jour- 
nalists, the’ murder of activists now having 
reached a mind-boggling near one-a-day. Why 
not allow them to carry .45s as well? Or since 
they're fairer game than the others, Armalites 
and other high-powered weapons to defend 
themselves from the murderous? 

Indeed, why not arm the ordinary citizens 
who are victims also of murder and sundry 
mayhem? Why not arm the balut vendors who 
are robbed by istambays, and fast-food women 
workers who work at night and raped by thugs, 
and who may not report the crimes to cops for 
fear of being robbed or raped twice? What is 
the argument here, that only privileged classes 
or professions deserve to have ће means to de- 
fend themselves? 

But more than this, where does govern- 
ment, even if it takes the face of the braggart 
Gonzalez, get off exuding this airiness? Gov. 
ernment is responsible for these killings, by 
commission and omission, by active encour- 
agement and encouraging passivity, by com- 
manding irresponsibility and command re- 
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tracted more and better bids. The government 
cannot force Meralco to sign a supply contract 
with Masinloc. Considering the high price, this 
would result in very high power rates for con- 
sumers. Ranhill is trying to change the condi 
tions ofthe already-concluded bidding. 

PSALM had until last weekend to accept or 
reject Ranhill's unusual proposal. As if it had a 
choice. The Asset Purchase Agreement (APA) 
for Masinloc provides that the performance 
bond cannot, under any circumstance, be 
made subject to any condition. PSALM's only 
logical course of action was to reject the pro- 
posal, confiscate the original, $11,2-million 
bond, and hold another public bidding. 

PSALM's strange behavior is wrecking the 
credibility of the government's privatization 
process. Why is PSALM like this? 

То find out, lets take a closer look at the 
people and circumstances behind this botched 
deal. YNN's local shareholder (lets call him 
“Mr. A’) happens to be a distributor of wires 
and cables sold to power utilities like Meralco. 
His YNN Holding Corp. also happens to be the 
60-percent owner of Duracom Mobile Power 
Corp., a small 108-MW barge-mounted inde- 
pendent power producer (IPP) in Navotas, 
selling power to Meralco. His partner in Dura- 
com is “East Asia Power Resources Corp., 
owned in turn by the American El Paso Energy. 
At the time the partnership was signed in 
1993, the president and part-owner of East 
Asia's Philippine operations was none other 
than "Mr. В” who is now a ranking official of 
the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC). 

The partnership of Mr. A and Mr. B was fur- 
ther cemented when they brought into the pic- 
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sponsibility. The Commission on Human 
Rights and Amnesty International are right 
about that. The head of that government 
should be feeling deeply guilty and ashamed of. 
herself, and her justice secretary should be 
feeling like an absolute failure, if not an irre- 
mediable fool. For them to now say that, out of 
the goodness of their hearts, they are allowing 
journalists to arm themselves is breathtaking 
ccheekiness. And that on the condition that 
journalists first behave by ridding their ranks 
of scalawags, broadly hinting that the victims 
also brought the mayhem upon themselves! 

‘Atthe very least, Gonzalez is the last person to 
be talking about fake and genuine. Never mind 
that he cannot tell real justice from a fake one, 
mind only that he cannot tell a real President 
from a fake one. Never mind that he cannot tell 
legitimate grievance from a fake one, mind only 
that he cannot tell а legitimate government from 
an illegitimate one. By all means let us remove 
the hao-siao journalists in our midst, But first, let 
us remove a hao-siao President—and her һао- 
siao Cabinet—from our gaze. 

While at this, it should be the easiest thing in 
the world to remove the hao-siao journalists in 
this country. Gonzalez himself knows who they 
are. They are the poscurs, mercenaries and 
‘quacks in the administration's payroll. 

1 сап never sufficiently belabor my argu- 
ments about why arming journalists is the 
most stupid thing in the world. On the part of 
the journalists, arming them is at the very least 
useless. You arm journalists, all you'll succeed 
in doing is add to their assassins’ arsenal after 
they've been shot in the back. At the very most, 
you arm journalists, you make them a menace 
to society. As it is, this country is already crawl- 


ture another 108-MW barge. The sister compa- 
пу was called the East Asia Diesel Power Corp. 
Documents exposed by Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile 
in the Senate showed Mr. B agreeing to pay Mr. 
A commissions running up to about 15-21 cen- 
tavos per kWh, or as high as P150-P200 million 
per year, and a success fee of USS3 million for 
securing contracts for the additional capacity. 

The relationship between Mr. A and Mr. B is 
still alive and well, and it manifested itself dur- 
ing the Masinloc saga. 

Where it gets even stickier is how Mr. B ap- 
pears to be helping his friend from his position 
in the ERC. The first time this happened was 
when Duracom applied for and was granted by 
the ERC a 20-percent increase in tariff rates. 
This effectively gave Duracom an additional 
P20 million in revenues per month. 

More recent incidents seemed to have been 
carefully calibrated to force Meralco to sign a 
contract with YNN. Last Dec. 22, 2004, the 
ERC issued guidelines titled "Amendment to 
the Guidelines for the Recovery of Costs for the 
Generation Component of the Distribution 
Utilities Rates.” The title sounds like a mouth 
ful, but ii  nutshell it had the effect of requir- 
ing distribution utilities, like Meralco, to certi- 
fy that they have conducted public biddings in 
the procurement of new power supply con- 
tracts with generation companies. 

This was seen as a move to protect con- 
sumers. Immediately thereafter, several utili- 
ties dutifully complied and publicized their up- 
coming requirements for power supply. 

But two weeks ago, on May 10, 2006, the ERC 
again baffled the power industry by issuing Reso- 
lution No. 21. Although there had been no com- 
plaints, the ERC suspended transparent public 
bidding for utilities procuring their power sup- 
plies. The resolution used some lame excuse: the 
guidelines were temporarily being shelved be 
cause they forgot to hold public hearings on 
them. Is this freeze meant to conveniently open a 
‘window for Mr. A and YNN to sign a sweetheart 
deal with Meralco? Only three out of the five 
commissioners signed Resolution No. 21. 


ing with abusive journalists who have gun- 
powder for brains, and not all of them will fall 
into Gonzale2’s category of hao-siao since they 
are regarded as legitimate journalists by an il- 
legitimate government and by corrupt, if not il- 
legitimate, media organizations. You make 
them paranoid further with the threat of mo- 
torcycle-riding assassins waiting to waylay 
them and you are going to have a lot of КЕС, 
Jollibee and Pizza Hut delivery boys littering 
the pavement with their bodies. 

But more than that, you arm journal- 
ists—and go on to praise the GMA government 
for it—you add to the mind-boggling crime of 
journalists being slaughtered wholesale in our 
midst the even more mind-boggling crime of 
freeing that government from blame. 

Tes not just that this government is guilty of 
dereliction of duty. Though that is a mind-bog: 
gling crime by itself, Any government that has 
а record of journalists—and activists—being 
murdered on this scale has forfeited its right to 
exist even if it were an elected one, and this 
one isn't so. It voids all pretensions to demo: 
cratic rule completely. The protection of the 
right to free speech includes keeping the 
speakers alive. There's no democracy when the 
State says, “By all means talk, but bahala ka sa 
buhay mo" (completely literally, your life is 
your own lookout). 

But more than dereliction of duty, the gov- 
ernment is directly, immediately and implaca- 
bly guilty of the slaughter of the journalists. 
You do not stop mayhem of this scale, you do 
mot just tolerate it, you encourage it, You keep 
harassing media, accusing the industry's prac- 
titioners of sedition and threatening them with 
all sorts of reprisal, you бо not just encourage 
it, you suggest it. You keep complaining loudly 
to your thugs about journalists the way Henry 
ЇЇ complained loudly to his lieutenants about 
‘Thomas Becket saying, “Will no one rid me of 
this turbulent priest?" you do not just suggest 
it, you demand it. 

Under this regime, the only things left that 
are real are corpses. Everything else is hao- 
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IN THE ONGOING DEBATE ABOUT CHARTER 
change, there are two issues which may be block- 
ing the rational discussion of each, These are (1) 
the legality ofthe procedure, and (2) the wisdom 
of the changes being proposed. 

1 believe that before we can effectively discuss 
the wisdom of the changes being proposed, we 
should first settle the issue of the legality of the 
procedure. For as long as this latter issue is not 
cleared, current advocates of Charter change will 
continue to face inhospitable reception. 

‘About legality, there are two propositions 
which I believe are unassailable and which are re- 
sponsible for much of the inhospitable reception 
of the proposed changes. 

First, there can be no Charter change without 
the participation of the Senate, We can debate 
about the manner or extent of Senate participa- 
tion, but the Senate cannot be excluded altogeth- 
er. This is because Charter change proposals have 
been committed by the Constitution to Congress, 
which а bicameral body. 

‘Second, until an initiative and referendum law 
is passed for Charter change, neither amendment 
nor revision may be proposed by initiative and 
referendum. This is because the Supreme Court 
has said so, through Santiago v. Comelec, in 
1997. 

Now the debatable parts. 

First, the Senate's participation. There are two 
arguable ways in which this can be satisfied. One 
(which I prefer) I would call strict, and the other 
minimalist. Strict participation means that three- 
fourths of the Senate should vote in favor of any 
proposed change. But a minimalist approach 
would say that if at least a majority of the Senate 
should vote in favor, the needed Senate participa- 
tion would be satisfied. However, if separate vot- 
ing is required—and I maintain it is—the mini- 
malist approach would not satisfy the three- 
fourths language of the Constitution. 

As to initiative and referendum, we can debate 
оп whether the changes sponsored by Sigaw ng 


MUCH ADO OVER NOTHING. THIS 15 WHAT 
many have come to conclude in their judgment of 
the movie version of “The Da Vinci Code." 

But last week, а reader’ letter in my mailbox 
said something about the decision of SM not to 
show the movie in its malls, wherever they may 
be located in the country. The SM Cinemas com- 
prise 40 percent of the movie theaters in the 
country. 

SM, as a policy, does not show R-18 movies, or 
those commonly rated "for adults only" in its 
malls. The reason for this, SM explained, is that. 
SM malls are meant to cater to the family. When. 
the SM management announced this policy a few 
years ago, it was met with praise by family advo- 
cates. 

This time around, it is the only business enter- 
prise—a major one at that—to ignore the lure of 
huge earnings dangled by a well-publicized 
movie that promises to be a box-office hit. 

But there is something profound behind SM's 
decision to ban the movie. Reportedly, the deci- 
sion was prompted by the presence of the Chapel 
of the Blessed Sacrament on the 5th floor of the 
SM Megamall in Mandaluyong City. The manage- 
ment saw the paradox of adoring Christ while 
desecrating Him as something that was simply 
untenable. 

Ifyou look very closely, there is something here 
that SM has just set as an example for other simi- 
lar business establishments to emulate, especially 
those involved in visual entertainment, including 
television networks and cable television compa- 
nies. 

Catholic American lay deacon Barth E. Вгасу, 
who is based in Manila, discusses the wisdom be- 
hind the SM decision, which is largely attributed 
to Ms Fely Sy, wife of tycoon Henry Sy. Here are 
excerpts from Bracy5 letter: 


ON ОСТ. 14, 1943, IN FRONT OF THE LEGISLA- 
tive Building, Jose P Laurel was inaugurated 
president of the Japanese-sponsored Republic of 
the Philippines. The ceremony was, in many re- 
spects, identical to the ceremonies inaugurating 
the Commonwealth of the Philippines some eight 
years earlier. 

Like his predecessor, Laurel wore a cutaway. A 
Filipino—not foreign—prelate gave the invoca- 
tion, And, according to one eyewitness, the 
crowd counted the exact number of cannon shots 
that boomed after President Laurel took his oath 
of office—in a sense, echoing the resentment 
over the American decision to grant only 19 guns 
in 1935. This time, Laurel was honored with a 21- 
gun salute. 

‘And this time, the Philippine flag was hoisted 
to бу alone, as befited a sovereign nation, which 
was what the Japanese said the Philippines had 
become. 

‘An eyewitness, Antonio M. Molina, a teacher at 
San Juan de Letran, later described the event in 
his memoirs. Among other things, he wrote: 

"Some five minutes before ten o'clock Gen. 
Emilio Aguinaldo and Gen. Artemio Ricarte, both 
of our defunct Revolutionary Government of 
1898, hoisted the Philippine Flag in the huge staff, 
to the tune of our national anthem, both hitherto 
banned. This time the applause was deafening. For 
my part, | must confess that 1 was unable to re- 
strain some tears even as felt a knot in the throat. 
They were, indeed, the expression of the conflict- 
ing sentiments that assaulted me: on the one hand, 
the irrepressible satisfaction upon seeing our na- 
tional flag flutter alone, at long last, and, on the 
other hand, the fear of the shame that we might be 
making this flag participate in such sickening 
histrionic exhibition, 1 was somewhat comforted, 
however, upon recalling that, allegedly upon the 
suggestion of the Filipino leader, Manuel Roxas, 
the navy blue of our flag—'the good, the genuine’ 
as Spanish poet Peman would say—had been sub- 
stituted by a pale sky blue and that the proportion 
of the triangle dimensions in relation to the rest of 
the fiag had been altered This was the subliminal 
message of our protest, whereof the Japanese re- 
[d » ^ 
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Bayan constitute mere amendments or a revision. 
But the fact is: there is no enabling law for either 
amendment or revision. The decision of the Court 
оп this issue became final in 1997 and the Court 
no longer has jurisdiction to review that decision 
today. Anew law must be passed. 

‘We can kid ourselves with the kindergarten ar- 
gument that the individual sections being pro- 
posed by Sigaw, taken by themselves, are mere 
amendments; but it would make no difference. 
‘There is no enabling law. Period. I cannot see how 
itcan be any clearer. 

Now let us talk about joint session or no joint 
session, Under the 1935 Constitution, the law 
‘was very clear. Congress had to be in joint session 
for purposes of proposing amendments. Thus, to 
be able to propose amendments, the two houses 
hhad to be in joint session. In other words, 
Congress then was a constituent assembly thats, 
ап assembly empowered to propose amend- 
ments, only if in joint session. The text was 
clear: “Congress in joint session assembled..." 

The present Constitution does not say anything 
about joint session. It simply says that Congress 
may propose amendments. This means that even 
now, without a joint session, Congress is already а 
constituent assembly empowered to propose 
amendments. The only question is how. 

May the two houses come together in joint ses- 
sion for purposes of discussing Charter change? 
There is no prohibition against that. Does the 
cameral character of Congress prohibit joint di 
‘cussion? I answer with another question: Does 
the bicameral character of Congress prohibit bi- 


Decoded by SM 


Knis-CRossiNG 
MINDANAO 


Antonio J. Montalvan II 


"While the stance of Mr. Sy is remarkable in an. 
age when most businessmen, Catholic or other- 
wise, make decisions solely according to antici- 
pated earnings, what I find most inspiring is the 
reasoning upon which his stance is based. His 
reasoning isso lucid that even the most crass anti- 
Catholic bigot must concede the point, namely, 
that the adoration of Jesus and desecration of Je- 
sus, together with indifference thereto, stand in 
mutual opposition 

“Mr. Sy's admirably clear reasoning confirmed 
my prior suspicion that the Da Vinci Desecration 
is in fact apocalyptic, with a little “a,” even if (per- 
haps?) not with a big “A.” To wit, an apocalypse, 
properly speaking, is a revelation that the light of 
Christ and the darkness of evil stand so opposed 
that there is absolutely nothing in common be- 
tween them. By demarcating the two positions as 
contradictory and leaving no middle ground, an 
apocalypse forces people to take a stand on one 
or the other side. The reasoning of Mr. Sy is in- 
structive as it reveals that these two positions are 
precisely characterized by adoration on the one 
side and desecration or indifference on the other. 

“This apocalyptic understanding should be a 
clarion call for Christians everywhere to wake up 
and smell the coffee! 

"Anyone involved in making or promoting the Da 
Vinci Desecration, whether they want to believe it 
or not, has spat directly on the Divine Face of Christ. 
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mained unaware, to make manifest that our peo- 
ple are far from being gullible in the least.” (Inci- 
dentally, the large Philippine flag hoisted during 
the Commonwealth inaugural was donated by 
General Ricarte.) 

‘There seems to be no other record of Manuel 
Roxas having suggested the substitution of the 
flags dark blue previously in use with the pale 
blue; what seems more probable is that Aguinal- 
do and Ricarte used flags with the same specifica- 
tions as those of the flag in Malolos. 

Forty-five years earlier, on Feb. 4, 1899, General 
Aguinaldo, in the name of the Republic and the peo- 
ple he headed, declared war against the United 
States. The Filipino flag was flown with the red field 
up, to show that a state of hostility existed. With the 
the capture of Aguinaldo in 1901, which signaled 
the defeat of the Malolos Republic, che Filipino flag 
was displaced by the Stars and Stripes. 

In 1907, as the elections for the First Philippine 
Assembly heated up, Fernando Ma. Guerrero, jour- 
nalist and poet, decided to run as a candidate in 
Manila. Guerrero wanted to be a candidate of the 
Gran Partido Nacionalista, but he and Justo Luk- 
ban, were not nominated by the party to be its offi- 
cial candidates for the south and north districts of 
Manila. Guerrero and his supporters decided to 
walk out of the Gran Partido Nacionalista conven- 
tion. Guerrero then set up the Liga Popular Na- 
cionalista and won an overwhelming victory. 

Аз one of Guerrero's young supporters, 
‘Teodoro М. Kalaw, later wrote, "During the tu- 
multuous celebration of his [Guerrero's] victory, 
the Filipino flag was very openly displayed, and 
with great emotion. In contrast, the American 
flag received very little attention. Many American 
officers considered this an aspersion cast on the 


cameral conference committees? It does not be- 
cause the decision of the bicameral committee 
has to be confirmed by each House. So, too, for as 
long as the two houses decide separately, there is 
no offense to the bicameral nature of Congress. 

But if in joint session, why may they not vote 
jointly? The reason is that Congress is a bicameral 
body and was made such after an intense debate 
їп the 1986 Constitutional Commission. Why 
bother separating the two if they can act jointly 
on their own whim? 

Since there is no provision commanding the 
two houses to come together, how then are they 
to proposes changes? Since 1997, Ihave been es- 
pousing the proposition that they can propose 
amendments and revision where they are as they 
are. Once a Charter change is approved by a 
three-fourths vote of one house, it can be trans- 
mitted to the other house for similar action. 
‘There is no prohibition against that. 

However, I would not give this process the mis- 
leading name of legislative because itis 
not legislation subject to the rules of the legisla- 
tive process. I would сай it a constituent pro- 
cess, a process sui generis, and both houses would 
have to devise the rules for such process. The 
Constitution leaves the devising of procedural 
rules to a Constitutional Convention. So, too, it 
does for Congress as a constituent assembly pro- 
vided that the rules do not transgress the bicam- 
eral character of Congress. 

1 realize that things would have been much 
simpler if the 1986 Constitutional Commission 
had simply copied the provision of the 1935 Con- 
stitution. But, lets face it, the Commission failed 
to do so. We are thus faced with a provision оп 
Charter change which challenges our skills at 
constitutional construction. Indeed, it was an 
oversight. Nostra culpa. But we can also look at it, 
if you wish, as the 1986 Constitutional Commis- 
sion’s act of faith in the construing skills of those 
who would be charged with implementing the 
Constitution. 


Owners of cinemas and bookstores who consider 
themselves Christians and have yet profited from 
the book or film have committed the sin of Judas. 
While we might lovingly correct these people where. 
possible, it is imperative that we make reparation 
to the Heart of Christ for these outrages. 

“Many who consider themselves Christians ap- 
parently find the film entertaining even while, 
presumably, not believing its deceptions. A sim- 
ple hypothetical question gives the lie to this 
pseudo-position: Might one conceivably find en- 
tertainment value in a film that depicts one's own 
mother as a prostitute, murderer, liar and thief? 
The point is as compelling as it is clear: If you can 
read this book or watch this film without being 
outraged, you simply do not love Jesus! Even 
though you did not spit on His face as did those 
who made, promoted and profited from the film, 
He will spit you out of His mouth for being luke- 
warm! While we might fraternally correct these. 
people, accordingly itis most imperative that we 
make reparation to the Heart of Christ for the 
lack of outrage that bears witness to their patheti- 
cally lukewarm hearts.” 

Bracy then proposes his idea of how to make 
reparation, along with his and his group's cam- 
paign to promote chapels of adoration, which 
they have been doing in Manila and in many oth- 
er places for some time now. Finally he ends: 

"It has been well said that evil triumphs only 
when good men and women fail in their duty to 
stand up for the good! This article is not intended 
to give you warm fuzzy feelings but to incite you 
to action! The action I propose is precise and po- 
tent.” 

Jt took SM to tell us that the truth cannot be 
“relativized. 


Comments to monta@cu-cdo.edu.ph 


American sovereignty of the Islands. As a conse- 
quence, the Civil Commission, a few days later, 
declared illegal the display of the Filipino flag, 
and, in general, the use of any emblem used in 
the Revolution.” 

This was the Flag Law of Aug. 23, 1907. 

Filipinos never gave up their loyalty to their 
flag; the national colors were used in zarzuelas in 
the costumes of actresses as an allegory of the re- 
al thing. People continued to hope that their flag 
would be hoisted in public once again. 

‘On Oct. 30, 1919, Francis Burton Harrison 
signed into law the Philippine Legislature's Act 
repealing the Flag Law. The bill had been spon- 
sored by Sen. Rafael Palma. 

General Aguinaldo, in quiet retirement, made 
a statement and said: 

"The most historic Filipino flag was the one we 
raised in Kawit, Cavite, it having been recognized 
and saluted by the American squadron. It was the 
same flag that we used in Malolos, Bulacan, and 
was defended by our hosts [and] which, Ibelieve, 
was finally deposited in the caves of the northern 
Carballo mountains in Nueva Vizcaya.” 

Like the flags of other nations, our flag has 
evolved over time. That evolution has added 
meaning to the flag. The latest change to the flag 
was the restoration of the Malolos colors—sort 
of, because the original sketch attached to our 
Proclamation of Independence seems to have 
been lost—in 1998, which I opposed at the time 
on the basis of evolution (two generations had 
grown up with the navy blue in our flag) and 
practicality (the new shades of blue and red 
would be difficult to standardize). The effort 
proved to be a failure—for a simple reason: It is 
virtually impossible to obtain the right, official 
colors on canvas, and impossible to make them 
оп nylon; not to mention the absence of the пес- 
essary source materials for comparing and ap- 
proving dyes. Which means flag makers “make 
do" with shades of blue and red that aren't what 
the law mandates, The flags of today thus repre- 
sent the Futility of our legal system. 

Comments welcome at www.quezon-ph/blog 
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Volcanic changes 


BEHOLDEN. THIS WAS HOW 1 FELT WHEN 1 SAW THE 
Mayon Volcano. Majestic and mystifying from every angle, 
Mayon is a distinguishing landmark in the province of Albay. 
The volcano is also known to be a bountiful giver of life and a 
perilous and intimidating masterpiece of God, 

‘This remarkable volcano served as the inspiring backdrop 
for the Mentoring the Mentors seminar-workshop held in the 
town of Guinobatan 
from April 2427, 
2006. The seminar- 
workshop had 39 
participants, includ- 
ing highly esteemed 
principals and mas- 
ter teachers. As one of its facilitators, I watched in awe how 
the participants assimilated attributes of their beloved vol- 
cano into their lives. 

During those four days, these Bicolanos oozed with pas- 
sion and exploded with determination to champion a cause 
and work for a change in our country through another kind. 
of revolution—the Education Revolution. 

From the start of the seminar, the participants gradually 
realized the need for a change in their attitude toward the. 
challenges of their work and the importance of their profes- 
sion in social transformation. They shared earnestly felt ex- 
periences—from feeling desperate due to lack of school sup- 
plies and facilities to stress caused by intrigues and politics. 

However, “Kambio sa pananaw” from an “Akin” to an 
“Atin” mentality became the dictum of these educators 
Eventually, initiative, cooperation and responsibility were 
voluntarily offered as the best “means” with which to hurdle 
the stumbling blocks they've faced or might yet encounter in 
the future. 

‘On the second day, issues concerning their main clien- 
tele—the children—took center-stage. The participants ac- 
knowledged their crucial role in the task of shaping the char- 
acter of the young. Through various activities, such as shar- 
ing personal experiences as an educator and watching the 
movie, "Emperors Club,” the participants were reminded to 
respect the giftedness and uniqueness of every individual. 

‘More significantly, they were encouraged to “walk their 
talle"in trying to live out values that would turn the young in- 
to responsible citizens. I personally handled this part of the 
seminar, and it was very inspiring to see the participants re- 
spond and express their renewed zeal for the teaching pro- 
fession and their new sense of hope for the country. 

By the third and fourth day, the participants, like the ac- 
tive Mayon, were flowing with energy. The free exchange of 
stories, laughters and songs, coupled with their dynamism, 
showed how they had come to feel at ease with each other. A 
sense of camaraderie was evident as they felt assured in the 
knowledge that they shared the same purpose. 

The modules on "Leadership for Service,” "The Art of Lov- 
ing,” "Designing Effective Instruction," “Teaching and Learn- 
ing Strategies” further reinforced their sense of mission and 
inspired them to take on a more defined role as movers and 
shakers ofthis new kind of revolution. By the end of the sem- 
inar-workshop, the participants were bursting with excite- 
ment about their action plans even as they declared their 
commitment to bring about changes in their spheres of influ- 
ence. 

‘As a volunteer facilitator of the Mentoring the Mentors 
program, my experience in Albay deepened even more my 
‘commitment to the cause of Education Revolution, 

Tn these trying times, when we Filipinos are desperately 
searching for heroes willing and ready to sincerely and fear- 
lessly stand up for our country, 1 was fortunate enough to 
meet Bicolano principals and master teachers who possessed 
the humility and willingness to create the needed change in 
themselves first before attempting to change others. They 
exemplified heroism—the courage to fight for our country, 
the Philippines—not through protests, rallies or impeach- 
ment, but by the simple pursuit of their mission to educate 
and give hope to the youth, through role-modeling. 

The most powerful volcanic eruptions have been known 
to begin with the most subtle seismic movements. While it 
may take time to see the effects of Education Revolution in 
Albay, there are now 39 Bicolanos who have committed to 
the cause and who are willing to work tirelessly to make a 
difference in the province. 1 am confident we will soon be 
‘witnesses to the fruits of their labor, which will explode and 
create lasting changes not just in Albay but in the entire na- 
Чоп. 

(You тау send your comments to the author at men- 
torGfwwpp.org) 
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Kate Villaruz 


Kate Villaruz is a volunteer facilitator for the Foundation for 
Worldwide People Power's Mentoring the Mentors Program. 
She is a high school history teacher at Assumption College San 
Lorenzo. 
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Public servants support CESB ena 


WE IN THE CONFEDERATION OF 
Independent Unions in the Public Sector 
(CIU), an umbrella organization of 170 
workers’ unions in national government 
agencies, government-owned and -con- 
trolled corporations, local government 
units and state universities and colleges, 
express our grave concern over the Ar- 
Toyo administration's apparent bullying 
ofthe Career Executive Service Board. 
We view this “uncivil war’—as the May 
11 editorial of the Inquinen put it—as a se- 
rious threat not only to third-level gov- 
ernment personnel but also to rank and- 
file employees. We cannot ignore Mala- 
сайап and its Cabinet's transgressions of 
civil service laws, rules and traditions, as 
enumerated in СЕВ Resolution No. 619, 
just to yield the way for Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's favorite “let's move on" line. 
How can the goal of professionalizing 
the bureaucracy be achieved when the re- 
cruitment and appointment of public offi- 
cials are neither based on merit and fit- 
ness nor done by a politically neutral 
body or individual? No way can we allow 


this betrayal of our rights to go on! 

Ms Arroyo is wont to quote her father, 
the late President Diosdado Macapagal: 
"Respect the bureaucracy, respect ће civil 
service.” But even as she speaks these 
words and trims down the bureaucracy, 
she continues to create new offices and 
appoint “excess” undersecretaries and as- 
sistant secretaries who are not even ca- 
reer executive eligibles. Supposedly, they 
serve at the pleasure of the President, but 
definitely at the expense of legitimate and 
principled officers. 

We in the career service are here to 
serve the public, not to please politicians. 
CIU's opinion is that Civil Service Com- 
mission Chair Katrina David and execu- 
tive director Mary Ann Fernandez-Men- 
doza et al. are being subjected to harass- 
ment and vindictiveness for defending 
the right of Cesos (career executive ser- 
vice officers) to security of tenure. 

Some lines from the 1961 campalgn 
speech of President Macapagal may yet 
stir awake a sleeping conscience: “The 
primary and fundamental need of this na- 
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tion is moral lead- 
ership. The state of 
corruption in the public service depends 
upon the personal deals and examples of 
the highest official of the land. 

“For my part, I seek nothing for myself 
or for my family. 

“Iseek the presidency with clean hands. 
and an unimpeachable public record of 
rectitude.” 

With these words in mind, we in the 
CIU strongly and fully support the СЕВ 
and its Resolution No. 619. We call all em- 
ployees' organizations in the government 
tostay vigilant in order to defend and pre- 
serve the strong foundations of a profes- 
sional bureaucracy. 

Mabuhay ang mga manggagawa sa gob- 
yernol 


Абалак 


EMAKO MERCEDITA O. NALDOZA, 
national chair, 

Confederation of Independent Unions 
in the Publie Sector, 

Rm. 301 Rosario Bldg., 

Scout Chuatoco St., 

Roxas District, Quezon City 
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Learning from the parliament of the streets 


THIS REFERS TO THE COLUMN, 
“Batasan 5: Where's the mass base?" by 
Honesto General. (PDI, 5/15/06) Gener- 
al suggested that “most of the marchers 
looked like students cutting classes, prob- 
ably from the UP Political Science depart- 
ment.” 

The students, who actually came from 
different universities, did not cut classes. 
But, so what if they did? The learning pro- 
cess does not stop once they step out of 
their classrooms. It can also be enriched. 
in the streets. And whatever their field of 
study, those students are aware of the rot- 
tenness of the present regime; and they 
have been itching to see Gloria Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo's ouster from Malacafiang. 

No money is needed to mobilize those 
students or the people. They would gain 
far more once she's out of the picture. 
CIrust a member of the bourgeois class to 
value money over principles.) For GMA 
and her cohorts, there is nowhere to go 
but down. 

GMA should just step down. Nobody 
believes her anymore, especially with the 


rising incidence of human rights viola- 
tions and the unabated killings of militant 
activists and journalists during her 
regime. 

General asked: Where's the mass 
base? How can a rotten government, 
even with its few remaining military 
faithful, stop the growing mass unrest? It 
has been said that they can kill the revo- 
lutionary, but they can never kill the rev- 
olution. 

‘And now comes the hogwash about the 
“new purge” within the Communist Party 
of the Philippines to explain the killing of 
militants. Doesn't this sound like a des- 
perate attempt to cover up the President's 
campaign to rid this country of "terror- 
ists” (read: “those who want to topple her 
government”), meaning militant-progres- 
sive mass organizations and party-list 
groups? 

—ELAINE MONTESA, 
Science for Progress 
and Advancement of Country 
and Environment, 

р 


Real Life Education nous the 
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Beyond the walls of colleges and 
universities is a highly competitive world. 
Students need to be prepared for this 
through education. But education should 
never be confined to learning the solutions 
to mind-boggling equations or knowing 
which best skill to apply. 


More than acting as a trining ground for students, an 
educational institution should serve as а microcosm of the 
real world. This is because as students finish their degrees, 
they are up for tougher competition among other job 
hunters. 

Opportunities for work come to those who are prepared 
for it. Employers find it difficult to look for competent 
graduates in the same manner that graduates find job 
Opportunities extremely scarce. 

A school should continue to reinvent itself to beter 
prepare its students for the demands of the real world. Like 
STI, it introduced а new approach to human resource 
development which emphasizes the need to develop 
students in various aspects to give them a competitive edge 
when they graduate. 

STI has developed a unique system called the 
Enrollment-to-Employment System (E2E System) which is 
а complete approach to human resource development. This 
system provides real life education and employment support 
to students when they graduate. 
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Ethel Babia would always describe her life as 
challenging rather than difficult. 

She braved many hardships in the past from selling 
И р vegetables at a very young age in Tanay, Rizal to besting 

A. 2 numerous job hopefuls. 

Every step of the way, Ethel managed to excel. 
She consistently topped in academics while displaying 
‘unmatched leadership skills 


And as she displayed a strong and persevering 
character and proved to many her intelligence, Ethel met 
several people who helped her realize her dreams. 

Jt was Dolly Cruz of STI College-EDSA-Crossing 
who helped Ethel take up BS Computer Science while 
working as a student assistant. She finished her degree 
with honors. 

All these, she attributes to her continuous strive 
for excellence. 


According to STI, its E2E system is comprised of four 
parts namely: Learning Systems Development, Academic 
Delivery System, Student Certification Program, and Job 
Placement Assistance Program. The four components put 
together amend to the students needs from the time he 
‘enrolls at STI up to the time he applies for a job. 


For instance, through the Learning Systems 
Development, students learn skills that companies are 
looking for. This is vital because companies are now more 
demanding of the quality of services and products they get. 


Learning Systems Development 
goes hand in hand with STIs 
‘Academic Delivery System which 
makes sure that all students from. 
STIS network of more than 100 
schools get the same 4 
education from its pool of h 
qualified faculty members. 


Moving further, STI also assists students in 
through assessment and Certification Programs thr: 
partnership with Universal Worker, Inc, a training and 
review company that provides healthcare workers and other 
professionals with advanced skills to make them 
competitive in the global market. 


Now Ethel strives to do well as a professional 
working at Globe Telecoms, Inc. as a Corporate 
‘Technical Specialist. 


То complete is system is a component that gives 
‘employment support to students who have graduated or 
about to graduate. Through STIs parmership with 
placement agency Global Resource for Outsourced Worker 
lnc or GROW, graduates are presented with various job 
‘opportunities, 


Graduates are also linked to employers 
through regular job fairs and STT's online job 
matching system called I-CARES or the 
Interactive Carcer Assistance and Recruitment 
System. With LCARES, STI graduates are 
linked to employers with justa click of а mouse. 

"There is no better reward for a student than 
to have a job after college. And there is no 
better reward for a school than to produce 
quality graduates that will soon contribute to 
the development of the nation. 

Fora school like STI, this is a mission it has 
accomplished and will continue to pursue. 


Ishaaq Usman Cali 


Enrollment-to-Employment System 


The Value of Perseverance 


\s 
Ethel Babia 


Cum Laude, BS Computer Science 
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No illegal logging 
and floods in Camiguin 


IN THE APRIL 23 TALK OF THE TOWN, THE 
article titled "Treasures of Camiguin” made us 
proud of our island. (Indeed, our island is still 
a paradise.) 

But I was alarmed to read about the 
“widespread illegal logging" in our place. An- 
other point that bothered me was the negative 
allusion that "nobody wants to go to a place 
"where there are floods and droughts all the 
time, where there's just denuded mountains." 
For ай we know, the article might have rubbed 
some sheen off the reputation that Camiguin 
Island has gained over the years. 

1 asked our Penro (provincial environment 
and natural resources officer) if the report was 
true. And I myself conducted an investigation. 
‘There is no illegal logging in Camiguin. Our 
province is still very rich in natural resources, 
arid because it is small, it is easy for us to arrest 
those who violate the law. 

‘The Department of Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources-Camiguin has issued a certifica- 
tion that there is no illegal logging in Camigu- 
in 

‘We love our province and we are doing our 
best to conserve and preserve its natural re- 
sources for future generations, 

Anyone may come to Camiguin and see for 
himself or herself if, indeed, "there are floods 
and droughts all the time" or “illegal logging is 
widespread” їп Camiguin, 

—PEDRO Р ROMUALDO, 
governor, Camiguin 


What Prof Lawrence Heaney said about ille 
gal logging did not refer to the current situation 
оп the island. The logging referred to in the sto- 
ту, as mentjoned in ће Fieldiana study, occurred 
in the 1980s and 1990s. 

—KATE PEDROSO, 
PDI Research 


MRT is a great help 


1UNDERSTAND THAT A RIDE ON THE METRO 
Rail Transit (MRT) train is getting to be stress- 
fal. (PDI, 5/9/06) But I'm writing to thank MRT 
Corp. and to suggest how it can make my ride 
less stressful 

То criticize is easy, but to give a compliment 
is hard. I commend the MRT for keeping its 
trains rolling. It had to borrow $465 million in 
1997 at the exchange rate of P26.50 to $1. This 
loan must have ballooned since the peso has 
weakened against the dollar by around 100 
percent. A firm made of lesser stuff would have 
crumbled. The MRT withstood this drawback. 
Ie still runs 17 hours а day. It hauled around 
350,000 passengers a day in 2005. 

But then there is no such thing as a free 
lunch. 1am, therefore, willing to share the cost 
of maintaining the MRT's services. If the air- 
conditioning eventually conks ош, then I'ljust 
console myself with the thought that it is hot- 
terin hell. 

The writers gripes must be the result of the 
fare cut in 2001. 1 find the present P9.50-P15 
MRT fare cheap and the benefit get from itis of 
much higher value. I suggest that MRT Corp. be 
given the freedom to set its fares based on a just 
market price. This freedom, however, should be 
used responsibly. The fare hike must be ade- 
quate to meet the MRT's reason for being. 

JOSE LEO LEMUEL 
G.CAPARASJR., 
Binggoydgoodboy@yahoo.com 


Suspect not with RISOO 


THIS HAS REFERENCE TO THE NEWS 
report of Luigi del Puerto titled "5 cops face 
robbery raps." (PDI, 5/17/06) 

‘We would like to clarify that PO1 Rhunjalie 
Salazar, one of the suspects named in the re- 
port, is no longer connected with the Regional 
Intelligence Special Operations Осе 
(RISOO); he was reassigned to the Western Po- 
lice District on July 29, 2002. 

The RISOO, as a special operating and in- 
vestigative unit of the NCRPO, makes sure that 
its members are of good moral character and 
have a record of good performance in the po- 
lice service. 

Rest assured that the NCRPO, under the 
leadership of Police Director Vidal Querol, will 
always respect the freedom of the press and 
promote stronger partnership between the 
media and the police. 

—AGRIMERO A. CRUZ JR., CSEE, 

police senior superintendent and chief, 
Regional Police Community 

Relations Divisiony 

Public Information Division, 

Camp Bagong Diwa, Bicutan, Taguig City 
^ 4 а 
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‘This is not the way of democracy 


By Marlon Ramos 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


CALAMBA CITY—THE FAMILY 
of slain Bayan Muna leader Noel 
"Noli" Capulong yesterday chal- 
lenged President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo to show her authority and 
control as commander-in-chief 
of the police and the military by 
bringing to justice the killers of 
their loved one. 


Lawyer Emilio Capulong, older brother of 
the victim, said the President should once and 
for all prove that she has control over the 
armed units of the government by putting a 
stop to the killings of activists who, he said, 
wanted nothing but to help the poor Filipinos. 

“This is very tragic. I grieve not only for my 
brother but aiso for the tragic situation in the 
country" Emilio told the INqumen at the wake 
of his brother in Elepafio Subdivision in 
Barangay Poblacion Tres here. 

"This is not the way of democracy. What is 
happening is contrary to the democratic way 
of life,” he lamented, 

Capulong, 51, was gunned down while he 
жаз maneuvering his vehicle on a vacant lot 
near a hospital in Barangay Parian at about 
6:20 p.m., said Calamba police chief Supt. 
Roland Bustos. 

Не was the 135th activist killed in the re- 
gion since Ms Arroyo rose into power in 2001, 
said the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan- 
Southern Tagalog (Bayan-ST) ina statement. 

He was also the fourth high-ranking leader 
of Bayan murdered in the last three years. 

A bystander who saw the killing told police 
that the unidentified gunman wearing a bon- 
net alighted from a motorcycle and ap- 
proached the victim while firing at him. 

The killer then boarded the motorcycle and 
sped toward the city proper. 

Capulong succumbed to four bullet wounds 
in the jaw, left side of the body, and chest. 

Bustos said investigators were hopeful that 


killer as the bonnet did not cover his face. 

“Based on our initial investigation, the 
killing was planned. So we have to go deep- 
er into our investigation,” Bustos said. 


Military’s role 

Emilio said the government could not 
hide the fact that the prevalent percep- 
tion of the public is that military person- 
nel were behind the killings of political 
dissidents, like those belonging to Bayan 
and its allied organizations. 

"Whether [the accusation that the mili- 
taryis behind the killings is] true or not, she 
has got to act and act decisively She cannot 
just issue a denial. She is the commander- 
in-chief. That entails а lot of responsibility 
so that our safety as citizens can be main- 
tained and protected," he lamented. 

He added that although the govern- 
теп insinuations that members of the 
Left themselves could be behind the 
Killings might be possible, it was still the 
responsibility of the government to find 
out the truth about such allegations. 

"The speculations should not end there. Irs 
the governments role to go into it and find out 
the ruth of what had happened. IFit cannot do 
it, this goverment is inutile" he said. 

Doyette, the widow of Capulong, said 
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she could not think of anybody who 
‘would want her husband dead. 

“Не was very kind and helpful to others. 
He never had any enemies and was soft-spo- 
ken,” the grieving widow said, adding: “I 
‘want justice for my husband. I want to know 
who his killers are and why they did this to 
him. Anong kasalanan ng asawa ko?" 

Doyette said her husband had filed a 
leave from Bayan to focus on organizing 
the “Botika ng Bayan" project of Bayan Mu- 
na Rep. Satur Ocampo in the coastal com- 
munity of Barangay Linga. The project was 
supposed to be inaugurated on May 31. 


Surveillance 

‘Armand Albarillo, secretary general of 
Bayan-ST, said Capulong had just attend- 
ed a meeting of residents who were being 
evicted from a contested property in Be- 
larmino Subdivision when he was killed. 

He said the residents had sought their 
help in seeking a settlement with the 
owner of the property. 

"Noli just wanted to know the situation 
of the residents there who are in danger 
in losing their homes. He was trying to 
find out how he could be of help to them," 
Albarillo said. 

Emilio said that two weeks before the 
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killing, his brother had told him that he no- 
ticed unidentified men tailing him. 

‘The Calabarzon police director on Sun- 
day created a special task group to look 
into Capulong s killing. 

Chief Supt. Prospero Noble offered 
50,000 to anyone who could provide in- 
formation that would lead to the identity 
and arrest of the suspects. 

He appointed Bustos to head Task Force. 
Capulong. 

“We assure the family of Capulong that 
the PNP and the military will exert all ef- 
forts to solve this killing,” Noble told the 
INQUIRER. 

Lt. Gen. Pedro Cabuay Jr, chief of the 
military's Southern Luzon Command, con- 
беттей the killing and offered the assis- 
tance of the military in the investigation. 

Capulong was the brother of retired 
Army Gen. Homer Capulong. 

"We've offered our assistance before. 
Tm just reiterating it, especially now that 
the victim was a brother of a military offi- 
cer,” Cabuay explained. 

He said he had ordered BrigGen. 
Roland Detabali chief of the Army's 202nd 
Infantry Brigade, to coordinate with Noble 
in the investigation of all leftist killings. 

With a report from Delfin Mallari Jr, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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5 dolphins beached 
in Dagupan village 


MANILA BRANCH Tel. No.: 634-63 51 to 59 
CEBU BRANCH Tel. No.: (032) 344-1185 
DAVAO BRANCH Tel. No.: (082) 221-0585 


DAGUPAN СІТҮ— 
Five dolphins, one of 
them with bullet 
wounds, were found 
beached in the 
coastal village of Sa- 
bangan here on Sat- 
urday. 

Westly — Rosario, 
chief of the Bureau of 
Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources research 
center here, said lo- 
cal residents found 
the bottlenosed dol- 
phins (Tursiops trun- 
catus) swimming in 
the waters at about 
10 a.m. and reported 
the presence of the 
sea mammals to the 
city agriculture of- 
fice. 

Rosario said four 
dolphins returned to 
deeper waters while 
residents placed the 
wounded dolphin in 
a fish cage in the 
area, BEAR personnel 
treated the dolphin 
before it was re- 
leased to the sea. 

But at about 5 p.m. 
that day, Rosario said 
members of the local 
maritime police 
brought a wounded 
dolphin to the BFAR 
research center for 
treatment, 

“We were not sure 
if it was the same 
dolphin which we 
treated and brought 
back to the sea earli- 
er that day" Rosario 
sald, 

He said the dol- 
phin was already de- 
hydrated when it 
reached the center 
The dolphin died 
about an hour later. 

In November 
1997, 11 dolphins 
were found in the 
same village but only 
three of them were 
saved from slaughter. 
by some residents. 

Yolanda Sotelo- 
Fuertes, PDI North- 
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Iranian gov't to fund 5 hospitals in ARMM 


By Charlie Sefiase 
PDIMindanao Bureau 


COTABATO CITY—THE IRANIAN 
government has approved “in princi- 
ple” to fund a proposed project that 
involves the construction of five 50- 
bed hospitals in the Autonomous Re- 
gion in Muslim Mindanao. 

Samson Gogo, ARMM information 
chief, said the project envisioned to 
put up one hospital for each of the 
five provinces in the re 
gion—Maguindanao, Lanao del Sur, 
Sulu, Tawi-Tawi and Basilan—at a 
cost of over $5 million. 

Ambassador Jalal Kalantari of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran assured the 
ARMM government during his 
meeting with Gov. Zaldy Ampatuan 
in Makati City on Saturday that Ira- 
nian aid was forthcoming. 

Gogo said the governor was opti- 
mistic that by 2007, five new hospi- 


tals would augment the medical ser- 
vices of 24 government-run hospi- 
tals. 

Efforts to tap foreign donor 
countries to help the impoverished 
‘ARMM have always been the prac- 
tice of local leaders due to the na- 
tional government's perennial bud- 
getary problem. 


Government hospitals 

“Of the 24 government hospitals in 
operation, only three could qualify as 
secondary hospitals, while the rest 
are mostly primary with both cate- 
gories having a total bed capacity of 
645," said ARMM Health Secretary 
Lampa Pandi, 

Kalantari has expressed Iran's 
concern over struggling Muslim 
states and communities in the 
world, saying it has been the policy 
of his government to extend assis- 
tance to brothers in need like those 


inthe ARMM. 

Ampatuan expressed gratitude 
to Iran and other "outside assis- 
tance" gird toward developing 
the autonomous region. 

He cited the arrival next month of 
the US floating hospital, a huge Navy 
ship that would offer various health 
services. 

Ampatuan said local leaders of 
Basilan, Tawi-Tawi and Sulu were 
asked to coordinate with health of- 
ficials in their areas to facilitate ail- 
ing constituents so that they could Р 
avail themselves of free surgical, \ 
medical and dental services that ^ = 
the American specialists would 
provide. 

Pandi said the naval hospital, 
manned by nearly 700 personnel, 
would also perform immunization, 
deworming, veterinary services 
and program awareness on the pos- 
sible entry of the avian influenza. 
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PATIENTS needing surgery board the USNS 
Mercy as Philippine Navy personnel from the 
Naval Special Operations Group provide 
tight security. сонткылеогното 


Sipalay police 
force sacked 
for negligence 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—THE ENTIRE POLICE FORCE 
in Sipalay City in Negros Occidental has been re- 
lieved after three inmates and two minor offend- 
ers bolted ош of detention yesterday and 
brought with them two high-powered firearms. 

The three inmates escaped from the police 
station in Sipalay, 178 km south of here, at 
about 1:15 a.m., with the help of the two mi- 
mors who were under the custody of the De- 
partment of Social Welfare and Development. 

Police investigation showed the two minors 
sawed off the padlock of the detention cell of 
the inmates. 

The DSWD office is beside the police sta- 
Чоп on the ground floor of a building next to 
City Hall 

‘The minors, aged 16 and 17, went with the 
three inmates, identified as Stanely Laurente, 
18; Mandy Marfil 19; and Rey Alquizar, 26. 
‘They brought with them two M-16 rifles with 
three magazines containing ammunitions. 

Laurene is facing murder charges while Marfil, 
and Alquizar are both charged with frustrated mur- 
dez One of the minors was facing charges of cate 
rusting while the other was charged with theft 

‘Shorty after the escape, Negros Occidental po- 
lice director Senior Supe. Charles Calima ordered 
the relief of Sipalay police chief Senior Insp. Bonifer 
Gotas and his 23 policemen. 

They were ordered to undergo retraining in 
Hinigaran town pending investigation of the 
escape of the detainees. 

Calima designated Chief Insp. Jomil John 
Trio, provincial police intelligence chief, as 
acting head of the Sipalay police station. 

Thie 23 policemen, on the other hand, were’ 
replaced by 30 policemen who had been un“ 
dergoing Scout Ranger Orientation Course. 

Calima said the relief of the Sipalay police 
force should send a strong message to all 
chiefs of police not to be lax in securing de- 
tainees in their jails. 

‘Army soldiers in southern Negros had 
joined in the hunt for the escapees. 


6 inmates escape 
from Cebu city jail 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


‘CEBU CITY—SIX INMATES ESCAPED shortly be~ 
fore4 am. on Friday at the city ай. 

‘The escapees were Randy Rayala, 23, of Baran- 
gay Banilad; Randy Java, 23, of Barangay Pasil; 
Edgardo Batanes, 26, of Barangay Ermita; Emeric 
Abadiano, 25, and Garsol Gabuya, 22, both of 
Barangay Bulacao; and Cesar Saban, 20, of 
Barangay Pardo, all in this city- 

Supt. Efren Nemeño, Bagong Buhay Rehabil 
itation Center (BBRC) jail warden, said his men 
recaptured Java while boarding a еер near JY 
Square Май in Barangay Lahug, barely a kilo- 
meter from the facii. 

"Our jail guards with the support of the po- 
licemen are conducting hot pursuit operas 
tions against the remaining five escapees,” 
Nemeñosaid. 

The escapees sneaked out of the old and di- 
lapidated jail after punching a hole in the left 
side of the perimeter fence near the basket- 
ball area in front of Camp Lapu-Lapu, head- 
quarters of the Armed Forces of the Philip- 
pines’ Central Command, Nemeño said. 

The inmates pounded the fence with stones 
and asteel tube to make the hole. 

"The jailbreak was discovered by the шаги 
pervisor, JO2 Leo Labata, at 4 a.m. 

Nemeho immediately relieved the two jail 
guards on duty—JO1 Victoriano Vence and 
JO1 Freddie Perez—who were assigned at 
"Towers 2 and 3. They were the nearest to the. 
hole created by the six prisoners. 

Ofthe five remaining escapees, only Rayala 
һа been convicted of murder and sentenced 
tolife imprisonment. 
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Lafayette asks Now, In Our New, Bigger Campus’ 
Sorsogon court z 


to dismiss case | 


SORSOGON CITY—THE AUS- fear that they were contaminated. 
tralian firm Lafayette Mining Co. — The fishermen were seeking 
has asked the regional trial court P100 each per day reckoned from 
here to dismiss a civil case filed October 2005 for lost income, 
against it by more than 2,000 P100,000 per individual for 
fishermen, citing technical de- moral damages, P100 million for 
fects in the complaint. exemplary damages, P1 million 
Ї Lawyer Cleofe Verzola, the as technical assistance fund, and 
firm's counsel, filed the motion to 25 per tent of total recovered 
dismiss Civil Case No. 2006-7639, amount asattorney's fee. 
saying it lacked a certification of Тһе counsel for the fishermen 
non-forum shopping from the said the power of attorney grant- 
complainants as required under ed to him by the complainants 
the 1997 Rules of Civil Procedure. covered the issuance of a certifi 
$ Thecase was filed early this year cate of nonforum shopping and Á 
by lawyer Gil бою. representing that its absence in the complaint .5. Aircraft Maintenance Technology 
the fishermen from the municipali- was a mere “lapse of the pen.” .S. Avionics Technology 
ties hard hit by the fish scare that Lafayette argued otherwise, say- S. Airline Business Administration 
gripped the province after the ing the certification must come 
mine spills at the Lafayette mine from the complainants themselves. 
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site on Rapu-Rapu Island in Albay. 


sumers stopped buying fish, par- 


боо! stressed that "the highest 
‘The complainants have blamed interest of substantial justice 
the mining firm for the loss ofin- must not be sacrificed” on a mere 
come they suffered after con- technicality. 

Judge Honesto Villamor of RTC 
ticularly those coming from the Branch 52 said he had yet to set the 
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towns of Prieto-Diaz, Gubat, date forthe hearing of the civil сазе. 
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illegal loggers warned 

SAN FRANCISCO, Agusan del Sur—The days аге 
numbered for provinciat government workers beeved 
‘tobe in cahoots with ilegal loggers. Forester Danilo 
Sarong, chief of the Provincial Task Force on Natural 
Resources Protection nd Uiization, are this wam- 
ing afer receiving reports that some government 
workers vere involved in transporting hot logs out af 
the province, He said his office wouid enforce the full 
force of tne law folowing an executive arder issued by 
Gov. Adolph Edward Plaza to address the rampant ile- 
‘gal logging activities in the province. He said the ask 
force nad confiscated P1.2 milion worth ot ilegaly cut 
logs from Prosperidad, Bayugan, Esperanza and Siba- 
oi. Chris Panganian, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Assassination plot 

GENERAL SANTOS CITY—An assassination plot 
against Mayor George Yabes of Maitum, Sarangani 
жав foiled folowing е arrest of the suspected gun- 
Tran on Thursday. Sarangani plc chiet Senior Supt. 
Eren Valeriano identified he arrested suspect as Bl- 
no Sumadang 21, of Klaransig town in Sutan Ku- 
Чага, Verano sid Sumadang was about to enter the 
Maitum town gym at past 7 p.m. Thursday when po- 
camen fried him. Seized rom him was a loaded 
bulet magazine ofa 45 cal pistol and a leter ad- 
dressed to Yabes. "We were glad that Sumadang was 
arrested because we were able to preempt their pan 
against the mayor,” Valeriano said. He said that during 
interrogation, Sumadang ied several people in- 
volved inthe piot: Valeriano did not name the other 
suspects. 


Gang member nabbed 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—The Special Opera- 
tions Group (SOG) f e Laguna police arrested a 
suspected member of the notorious Valle Verde car 
thet syndicate in San Pablo Cly on Saturday morning: 
Polce said Robert John Aglipay, 28, of Jowal! Town 
Subdivision, Barangay San Rafael, Sen Pablo, was 
among the few remaining members of the gang. com- 
posed тозу of young men belonging to avert fam- 
Tiesin Metro Mania, Recovered from the suspects 
house меге a 9-mm Glock pistol, 16 magazines for an 
MB rile, a blue camouflage uniform simlar to those 
used by policemen, a bonnet and other ammunition, 
Also found in Aglipay's lair were two reported stolen 
Vehicles —a white Honda CRV (SY 607) anda sier 
Toyota Vios (287 542). The suspect also faces 
charges of legal possession of frearms and ammuni- 
tions. 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Tourism bill questioned 
BATANGAS CITY—The provincial board unanimous- 
Iy approved Thursday a resolution to question certain 
provisions of the Tourism Act of 2005 or Senate B 
2188, Under Section 35 of the bil sponsored by Sen- 
ator Richard Gordon, tourism-related enterprises are 
required To get accreditation from the Department of 
Tourism in matters of quay of citis and services 
offered. Those who fa to meet the standards are 
Subject to cancellation of licenses to operate. The bil 
also subjects local government executives who fall to 
act under the provisions to fines and suspension of 
Services гот the DOT. The board members said the 
bis provisions are contrary to promoting tourism 
though local autonomy. It would otherwise be more 
effectue and ideal to leave the accrediation of hotels 
and other related enterprises to private tour opera- 
tions and organization to prevent red ape and cor- 
ruption, they said. Майот Alexander Luistro, PDI 
‘Southern Luzori Bureau 


Lightning kills 3 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Three fishermen 
wer led when they were hit by lightning in a small 
coastal vilage in Lemery. Batangas on Thursday. Po- 
ice said Zaldy Sarabla, 46, his brother Elizeo, 35, and 
neighbor Apolo Gamboa, 32—all residents of 
Barangay Wawa, Balangas Cly— died instantly after 
suffering third degree burs all over their bodies. 
Versoza sad the иго, with tholr fishing gears, were 
about to leave Barangay Balanga in Lemery on board 
thelr small ishing boat when residents heard an ear- 
spitting sound at about 7:0 p.m. Не вай when the 
residents looked at where the sound came from, they 
Saw tha victims’ charred bodies sprawled onthe 
shore. Versoza noted that although it was raining In- 
ferment that night, tne local Coast Guard did not 
bar smali fishing boats rom laving as no thunder- 
storm vas reported i the region. 

Marlon Ramos, PO! Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Aquiles Zona, PDI Mindanao Buren | 


Bobby Labalan, PDI Southern Lu- 
con district in Sorsogon City, for zon Bureau 
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CENTRAL COLLEGES Firm to rehabilitate 


ОР THE PHILIPPINES 


By Irene R. Sino-Cruz 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—ATLAS CONSOLIDATED MIN- 
ing and Development Corp. (ACMDC) will 
soon implement the $160-million rehabili- 
tation of its copper mine in Toledo City. 

ACMDC executive vice president and chief 
financial officer Martin Buckingham said the 
project would take 12-15 months from the 
start of de-watering of the Carmen pit. 

Buckingham said the draining of the flood- 
ей underground mine would take 46 
months, with cost projected to reach $3 mil- 
lion. 

He said the company was still canvassing 
prices of the equipment to be used in the de- 
watering. 

The reopening of the copper mine, sched- 
uled in 2007, is expected to pour in economic 
and social benefits into Toledo. 

During a simple ceremony held on 
Wednesday, ACMDC president and chair 
Alfredo Ramos turned over to Mayor Ar- 
lene Espinosa-Zambo one million shares 
of stocks worth P8 million (present mar- 
ket value) and a check worth P1 million, 
representing the balance of the cash com- 
ponent of the company's real estate taxes 
payable to the city government. 


The Largest and Best Equipped Nursing Skills goverment eter aded a compose 
Laboratory in the Country payables Fom P280 million to P100 milion, 


Of the P100 million, P10 million is in cash 
while the balance is in the form of shares of 
stocks and some of Atlas’ properties, Ramos 
said. 


as soon аз Atlas comes up with the mechanics, 
52 Aurora Boulevard, Quezon City dent manager Rodrigo Cal said the company 


d {| тһе company will also start paying the re- 
Tel. 715-3777 | 715-5170 | 715-0849 WZ tirement benefits of its legitimate employees 
(355) i MDC assistant vice president and resi- 
wwwccp.eduph ones | ease 
ployees. 


Toledo copper mine: 


Zambo said the company were excited at 
the reopening of the mine site as it would. 
again revive the city's economy. 

‘The company has entered into an agree? 
ment with Crescent Asian Special Opportuni- 
ties Portfolio (Casop) for a financing package 
worth $40 million. 

Casop will initially infuse $33 million int 
Carmen Copper Corp., a full Atlas subsidiary; 
which will rehabilitate the copper mine. 

The infusion will be made in two tranches 
А S5-million convertible bond upfront and a 
$28-million subscription for new shares up- 
on the finalization of a senior debt instru- 
ment and off-take agreement for the copper 
Project. 

Proceeds from the convertible bond will be 
used to finance the draining of the under, 
ground mine. А 

Ramos said the company was working ой 
possible ways to start copper production 
lier, instead of at the end of the mine rehabil 
tation. i 

Buckingham said the company wanted 
to generate earnings while the price of cop: 
per in the world market was at an all-time 
high. 

‘An earlier start in mining operations wil] 
help the company raise part of the funds for 
rehabilitation while the balance will come 
from outside sources, he said. " 

Open-pit production at Toledo started in 
1955 at 4,000 tons daily and reached 110,000, 
tons daily by 1977, making it the fifth largest 
inthe world. А 

After the rehabilitation is completed, Atlas 
daily output is estimated at 42,000 tons, ac- 
cording to Cal. 

Buckingham said the mine's resources 
could last up to 40 years or more. "There is, 
potential for a longer operation,” he added. 

According to the company, the reopening 
of the copper mine would result in exports of 
up to $3 billion over 12 years. 

In addition, the company, upon full opera-, 
tion, will be employing a total of 3,000 work. 
ers. 
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3. Paint the miniature Guyito 

4. Submit your entry to PDI representatives 
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Cur THIS COUPON AND PR 


JUNE 9,1 0 & 1 1 PDI воотн то RECEIVE A SPECIAL Gt e 


 Abormowat 2 COUPONS мал AUIOMATICALLY емти 
то A MINIATURE GUYITO SCULPTURE WITH PAINTING KI. 
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THE SORSOGON PROVINCIAL TOURISM 
Council (SPTC) has urged natives of Sorso- 
gon to revisit the province, which, it said, of 
fers a lot of places for vacationers, 

On June 28, the council, headed by Loida 
Nicolas Lewis, will hold its second Mrs. Balik, 
Sorsogon and Mrs, Balik-Bicol pageant in 
time for Sorsogon City's Pili Festival on June, 
130. 

The pageant isa fund-raising campaign un- 
der the Balik Sorsogon/Balik Bicol 2006 pro: 
gram that seeks to establish the Sorsogon 
Provincial Museum and Heritage Center, ac- 
cording to a news release. 

Mrs. Balik Sorsogon candidates are those 
living abroad while candidates for Mrs. Balik, 
Bicol are those in the Philippines but residing, 
outside the province 

Through the affair Sorsoganon folk and friends. 
are enjoined to help, share and experience the 
‘warmth and hospitality of their provinee-mates 
and renew tes with old friends and relatives while. 
enjoying the food, beaches and natural beauty of 
Sorsogon, 

Balik Sorsoganons and friends are also urged to 
experience what the province can offer such as in- 
teraction with whale sharks or butanding in Don. 
sol seeing the manta rays near Bulan; and swim- 
ming in beaches of black, white and golden sands. 

Food lovers can also savor the provinces 
cuisine and delicacies, like the pinangat, spicy 
Bicol Express, baluko, freshly caught fish from 
the Pacific and China seas, fat crabs, and pili. 

‘Trekkers can climb numerous mountains, 
while swimmers can see the province's waterfalls 
and cool or hot pools, such as the Twin Falls of 
Botong, Palugtok of Bulusan, Urok of Casiguran; 
and the Masacrot Spring and San Benon of Irosin, 

Other places to visit are the isles of Tikling 
and Subic of Mamog, the hidden coves of Sta. 
Magdalena, the seaworld of Pilar and Prieto, 
Diaz, and the protected Bulusan, called the 
Switzerland of the Orient. 

The old Church of Barcelona, the old houses 
of Juban, and the archeological diggings in Pi- 
lar, Magallanes also beckon history lovers, the 
news release said. Details about the province 
can be read at www.baliksorsogon.org. 


ымы зм ORBETAPD SOUT MEAN LUZON BUREAU 
BUTANDING or whale shark replicas аге for 
sale in Donsol, Sorsogon. 
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READY FOR CLASS OPENING 


Children, accompanied by their parents, shop for school supplies in Davao City in preparation 
ENG GONZALSFOIMNDRNUO BUREAU 


for the start of classes in June. 


More programs, 
services for kids 
urged in Visayas 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—CHILD LABORERS IN THE 
Visayas are calling on the government to im- 
plement more children-oriented programs 
and services to stem the growing number of 
children who are forced to work. 

Inastatement issued at the culmination of the 
First Visayas-Wide Children's Congress on Tues- 
day, 142 child laborers urged the government to 
provide more access to education, alternative 
livelihood programs for their parents and stricter 
implementation of laws on children. 

‘These were among the 14 recommendations 
drafted by the children during the three-day 
meeting organized by the Pag-Aaral ng mga Ba- 
ta para sa Kinabukasan (ABK) Initiative. 

Тһе ABK Initiative is a four-year project (2003- 
07) funded by the US Department of Labor and 
implemented by the National Coalition of Chil- 
dren's Participation. 

The children, aged 10-16 years old, joined 
workshops and cultural programs to share 
their work experiences in Negros Occidental, 
Negros Oriental, Cebu and Iloilo. 

“As povery in our country worsens, the number 
of child laborers is increasing Many of us are among 
those subjected to the worst forms of child labor" the 
children said in their statement in Filipino. 

The children said many of their fellow children 
were forced to sell their bodies to stave off hunger. 

“We have observed that the government 
cannot fulfill its obligation to care for our 
rights and welfare as children," they said. 


Unenforced laws 

Laws that were supposed to protect their 
rights and punished those who abused them 
were not being implemented, they said. 

The Visayas has among the highest number of 
child laborers in the country: Around 388,000 in 
Central Visayas and 349,000 in Eastern Visayas. 
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cross the NATION 
34 colleges in Caraga 
to increase tuition 


BUTUAN CITY—THIRTY-FOUR COL- 
leges in Caraga will raise tuition by at 
least 7.6 percent this school year, the 
Commission on Higher Education 
(CHEd) here said. 

Dr Lorenza Gonzales, education 
supervisor of the CHEd-Caraga, dis- 
closed that of the 53 colleges in the 
four-province region, 34 had been al- 
lowed to raise tuition. 

Gonzales said the approved 7.6- 
percent increase was based on cur- 
rent inflation rate set by the national 
government. 

‘Among those given the go-signal 
by the commission are Urios College, 
‘Agusan Colleges, Butuan City Col- 
leges, Caraga Institute of Technology 
and Saint Theresa's College in 


Tandag, Surigao del Sur. 

Gonzales brushed aside criticisms 
that the approval came “without the 
benefit of consultation” between 
leaders of concemed students’ gov- 
emment and the school administra- 
tions. 

“Based on the guidelines imposed 
by the CHEd national office, only 
those seeking increases beyond 7.6 
percent will have to undergo such 
consultation,” Gonzales said. 

She, however, said the agency still 
had to monitor if the proceeds from 
the tuition increases went to their in- 
tended school programs. 

Under the CHEd memoran- 
dum, 70 percent of the increase 
should go to salaries and beneftts 


na 


of faculty members, 20 percent to 
school development, and 10 per- 
cent to the upgrading of text- 
books and other information ma- 
terials. 

Schools found violating the poli 
cy would face sanctions ranging 
from revocation of permit, reco 
mendation for downgrading of v. 
ious school standards accredit 
tions and possible closure, Gonza- 
les said. 

“We are now tasked with looking 
and monitoring how the money col- 
lected from such increases will be 
spent, and we have a task force [to 
implement] that,” Gonzales added. 

Franklin Caliguid, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 


WHY WE WANT A 


UNICAMERAL PARLIAMENT 


So that the Filipino people will not be misled and misinformed, here is what we mean when we 


say; ABOLISH THE SENATE and the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Since July 2004 when the 13th Congress was inaugurated, here is the score from the 


congressional ledger: 51 bills of national application 


and 708 bills of local application 


already approved on third reading by the House of 
Representatives have been gathering dust 


for months in the Senate. 


The list of bills is too long to fit this space. We've collated most of the 51 national bills, majority 


of which are urgent reform measures, because they may never see the light of day in the Senate. 


The Senate's inaction is an absolute waste of people's money. Just one 
law enacted by the Senate and the House of Representative costs 


the government almost P700 million in taxpayers money.** 


The Senate's conduct leads to one inescapable conclusion: 
It’s time to shift the country to a parliamentary government 
and a unicameral (one-house) parliament! 


** Source: Manila Standard Today 


"The two regions are next only to Southern Taga- 
Jog, which has the most number of child laborers at 
461,000, according to the 2000 survey of the Inter 
rational Labor Organization and the National 
Statistics Office. 

Western Visayas has around 329,000 child 
laborers, according to the Department of La- 
bor and Employment. 

‘Among those who are working at a young 
age is 14-year-old Revanuie Jane Dequito, of 
Аму, oilo, 

Dequito has been helping her mother sell 
shrimp paste at the neighboring town of Sara 
since she was 9 years old. 

She spends her Saturdays at their stall in 
the town market from 5 to 11 a.m. She is giv- 
еп P20, which serves as her school allowance. 

“It is hard at times but I have to help my 
family" Dequito told the INQUIRER. 

The worst forms of child labor exists in sugar- 
cane plantations, pyrotechnic production, min- 
ing and quarrying, deep-sea fishing, commercial 
and sexual exploitation and domestic work, ac- 
cording to an ABK Initiative information sheet. 


Protection councils 

‘The children recommended the organiza- 
tion and activation of Barangay Councils for 
the Protection of Children (BCPCS). 

The BCPC, headed by the barangay chair, is 
mandated to plan programs and activities for 
children. It has counterparts on the munici- 
pal, city and provincial levels. 

V But many of the BCPCs do not function, 
seid Joy Valla of the Department of the Interi- 
Grand Local Government in Western Visayas. 
7. Valla said that of the 4,049 barangays in 
‘Western Visayas, only 336 or 8 percent have 
functional BCPCs. 

1, "Many officials do not see the importance 
Ге (BCPCs) because they believe that chil- 
dren do not need specific programs because 
they also benefit from other programs of the 
barangay,” Valla told the INquinex. 

Bacolod City Councilor Jocelle Batapa- 
Sigue sald many politicians “trivialized” is- 
sues dealing with children. 

Sigue said a widespread campaign should 
be launched to disseminate provisions of Re- 
public Act No. 9231 or the “Special Protection 
of Children against Child Abuse, Exploitation 
and Discrimination Act.” 

"This is a relatively new law and the public 
should know that they could be jailed if they 
subject children to child labor,” said Sigue. 
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Bill No. 

HB04710 
HB04839 
HB04629 
HB03295 


HB03740 


HB04069 
HB02933 


HB04264 
HB04275 


HB03835 


HB04081 
HB05008 


Bills of National Application Long Approved by the House and Pending in the Senate 
As of April 25, 2006 


Short Title 

General Appropriations Act of 2006 

Anti-Terrorism Act of 2005 

Bioethanol Fuel Act of 2005 

The Investments Incentives Code 
of the Philippines 

Amending RA No. 8178 by 
Extending the Utilization Period of 
Agricultural Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund 

Anti-Smuggling Act of 2005 

Granting a One-Time Tax Amnesty 
on all Unpaid National Internal 
Revenue Taxes for Taxable Year 
2003 and Prior Years 

Omnibus Housing and Urban 
Development Act 

Ensuring Objectivity and the 
Protection of Witnesses in the 
Prosecution of Cases by the 
Ombudsman, Allowing Private 
Lawyers to Act as Prosecutors on 
his behalf 

Socialized and Low-Cost Housing 
Loan Restructuring Act of 2005 

Billion Trees Act of 2005 

The University of the Philippines 
Charter of 2005 


Transmitted to the Senate 


3/21106 
4124/06 
8/24/05 


12/15/04 


3/8/05 
5/24/05 


1215104 | 


10/12/05 


6/1105 


3116/05 
5405 


27106 


Bill No. 
HB03370 


HB01562 


HB04846 
HB03309 
HB00068 


581967 


582027 


Short Title Transmitted to the Senate. 
Creating the Office of the 
Comptroller of the AFP 
Amending RA 340, as Amended, 
which Established a Uniform 
Retirement System for the AFP. 
The Land Administration Reform. 
Act of 2005 
Frontline Service Information 
Act of 2004 
Prohibiting the Detention of Live 
or Dead Patients in Hospitals and 
Medical Clinics for Non-payment 
of Hospital Bills or Medical Expenses 5/25/05 
Philippine Cooperative Code of 2005 — 10/12/05 
Amending RA 53, As amended, 
by Including Within Its Coverage 
Journalists from Broadcast, 
News Agencies and Internet 
Publications 


4/6/06 


4/6/06 
11/29/05 
3/9/05 


11/29/05 


Senate Bills pending іп the House of Representatives: 


An Act Redefining The Term "Veteran" 
Thereby Amending Further Republic 
Act. No. 6948, as Amended 

Ап Act Declaring the Month of February of 
Every Year as Liver and Hepatitis-B 
Awareness Month 


С^ Sigaw ng йй, 


Yes! to Peop 


le's Initiative 


Visit our websites: www.sigawngbayan.com « www.slgawngbayan.net • www.sigawngbayan.org 
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GMA, world leaders send 
rescuers, pledge relief aid 


THE PHILIPPINES YESTERDAY JOINED 
countries around the world in scrambling to 
get food and supplies into Indonesian towns 
and cities pounded to rubble by an earth- 
quake that left thousands dead or home- 
less. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo expressed 
sorrow over the deaths and devastation 
wrought by the Indonesian earthquake and 
ordered a humanitarian mission to be de- 
ployed there. 

“On behalf of the Filipino people, I extend 
our sympathies to the people of Indonesia 
who have once more suffered great loss and 
pain in the face of this tragedy. We are deeply 
saddened,” Ms Arroyo said. 

She said a humanitarian mission would be 
organized and deployed to the quake-ravaged 
regions soon. The Philippines sent a group of 
doctors and civic workers to Indonesia when 
it was devastated by an earthquake and 
tsunami in 2004. 

“We are now arranging that (humani- 
tarian mission). It will probably be just 
medical personnel, no military person- 
nel,” said Glenn Rabonza, executive direc- 
tor of the National Disaster Coordinating 
Council. 

Rabonza said the NDCC would coordinate 
with the Department of Health and the De- 
partment of Social Welfare and Development 
in organizing the humanitarian mission. 
“They will leave as soon as possible,” he 
said. 

Ms Arroyo said the international communi- 
ty should help Indonesia, in the same way for- 
eign governments assisted the Philippines fol- 
lowing the deadly landslide in Southern Leyte 
early this year. 

“We have a duty to help our neighbors 
ав well as the whole of humanity in times 
like these, just as the world came to our 
succor inthe Saint Bernard landslide,” she 
said. 


Global community 

‘According to her, the Department of For- 
eign Affairs is also checking if there were Fil- 
ipinos among the quake victims so assistance 
could be extended them. 

As photos and footage emerged of 
stunned, anguished survivors limping 


The Great 
Projector 


through crumbled buildings, the global 
community immediately offered millions 
of dollars, tons of supplies and hundreds 
oftrained personnel, 

South Korea on Sunday rushed in 19 doc- 
tors and rescuers, and $100,000 worth of 
emergency medical gear, the foreign ministry 
said. 

Over the weekend, Malaysia sent about 
300 disaster relief experts, five doctors, sever- 
al paramedics and a ton of food, blankets and 
other essentials, 

Australia’s Foreign Minister Alexander 
Downer offered A$3 million ($2.27 million) 
for emergency food, shelter and medical sup- 
plies. He said assessment teams would study 
whether more was needed. 

“We are looking at what we can do to help,” 
Downer said on television. "It may be that 
we'll have to do quite alot.” 

Japan was preparing to send relief goods 
and financial aid. Tokyo had already sent a 
team of seven doctors and nurses, the foreign 
ministry said. 

Separately, the Japanese Red Cross Soci- 
ety said it had decided to contribute 100 mil- 
lion yen ($896,000) in emergency disaster 
relief 

China's President Hu Jintao offered $2 mil- 
lion and said Beijing would send rescue per- 
sonnel and materials as needed, the official 
Xinhua News Agency said, 

Singapore said it was sending a 35- 
member medical team, 43 disaster and 
rescue workers, and three search dogs. It 
has also pledged $50,000 worth of emer- 
gency supplies. 

"Thailand's foreign ministry said it planned 
to send aid and was set to decide on the de- 
tails on Monday. 


Red Cross 

New Zealand's Prime Minister Helen Clark 
pledged NZ$500,000 ($316,500) and said 
her country would give more if needed. 

"The Asian Development Bank assured In- 
donesia’s government "of ADB's fullest sup- 
port and cooperation in rebuilding lives af- 
fected by the devastating earthquake.” 

Outside Asia, the Red Cross appealed for 12 
million Swiss francs ($9.8 million) for sur- 
vivors. 
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The Great Projector Sale is back. Wilh the same 
tradition of "LATEST MODELS", "GREAT DISCOUNTS" 


; and "LOW 


PRICES". The Great Projector Sale Is not tho. 


venue for outdated and phased-out models. Prices shall 


“Free Panasonic Cordless Phone from May 29 to 
7% May 31, 2000 for each projector purchased. 
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The Indonesian Red Cross, and the Interna- 
tional Federation of Red Cross and Red Cres- 
cent Societies, immediately mobilized more 
than 400 volunteers and staff, the Geneva- 
based federation said in a statement, 

It said its experts in the quake zone said 
about 200,000 people have been lef home- 
less. 

In Jave’s Bantul city, “70 to 80 percent 
of homes and buildings were damaged or 
destroyed, while electricity and water ser- 
vices have also been affected throughout 
the region,” said Arnulv Torbjornsen, 
head of the federation's delegation in 
Jakarta. 

"Aftershocks are continuing to shake the 
city and many people remain trapped under 
buildings and rubble.” 

The Rome-based UN World Food Program 
said that a UN plane with medicine and medi- 
cal personnel was set to arrive on Sunday, and 
that eight truckloads of food were on their 
way with fortified noodles and biscuits. 

‘The UN children's agency Unicef said it was 
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‘We havea 
duty to 
help our 
neighbors 
as well 

as the 
whole of 
humanity 
in times 
like these’ 
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How earthquakes happen 


Result of a sudden release of tension Inside the planet's orust 
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ready to send in tents, hygiene kits, health kit 
and school supplies, 

"So often in natural disasters children and 
the elderly suffer disproportionately because! 
they are least able to react quickly,” said’ 
Unicef Executive Director Ann Veneman. 

‘The European Union has granted up to eu: 
103 million ($3.8 million) in emergency aid. 

Italian Foreign Minister Massimo D'Alema 
ordered a planeload of 27 tons of tents, blanz 
kets, cooking kits, plastic sheeting, genera- 
tors, pumps and water purification equip- 
ment. 

Switzerland said it would send two experts 
and donate $100,000 to the Indonesian Red 
Cross. 

The Italian Bishops Conference of the 
Catholic Church, saying it was heeding the 
Pope's appeal to help Java, said it was allocat- 
ing euro2 million (more than $2.5 million). 

Leaders in Britain, France, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Pakistan and Spain also offered 
tohelp. Reports from Christine O. Aven- 
daño, Dona Pazzibugan and AP 


Her last words were ‘Daddy, Daddy’ 


From page А! 


Tens of thousands of people spent 
Saturday night sleeping in any open 
space available—on streets, in cassa- 
va fields, even on the narrow paths 
between rice fields. Power and tele- 
phone service was out across much of 
the region, adding to the terror of af- 
tershocks. 

About 450 aftershocks had shaken 
the region as of Sunday noon, with 
the strongest measuring magnitude 
5.2, said Handi, an official at the Me- 
teorology and Geophysics Agency. 
Many Indonesians use only one 
name. 

Survivors searched the ruins of 
their homes on Sunday for anything 
still usable and complained that they 
hadn't received any aid. International 
agencies and other nations pledged 
millions of dollars of aid. (See story 
on this page) 

“We're short of every- 
thing—clothes, food, water, all are 
gone. We are poor people, but our 
lives still matter" said Budi 
Wiyana, 63, whose house was de- 
stroyed. 

Doctors struggled to care for the 
injured, hundreds of whom were ly- 
ing on plastic sheets, straw mats and 
even newspapers outside over- 
crowded hospitals, some hocked to 
intravenous drips dangling from 
trees. 

Bloodstains littered the floor at Yo- 
gyakarta’s Dr. Sardjito Hospital, 
along with piles of soiled bandages 
and used medical supplies. 

Relatives fanned victims in the 
heat in temporary shelters set up in 
the parking lot and corridors. 


“Too many patients’ 

"We have too many patients and 
they're still arriving,” said Aru, a doc- 
tor, adding that the hospital had re- 


ceived more than 2,000 patients. 

Though some corpses were pulled 
from the rubble early Sunday, resi- 
dents in villages visited by reporters 
said there were few people or bodies 
trapped beneath collapsed houses, 
mostly simple brick and wood struc- 
tures. 

But in Peni, a small village on Ban- 
tuf's southern outskirts, 20 residents 
were not ready to give up. They found 
the bodies of a woman and her three 
children on Saturday. The residents 
‘were stil trying to Find the family’s fa- 
ther, Purwoko. 

Most of the dead were buried in vil- 
lage graveyards within hours of the 
disaster, in line with Islamic tradi- 
Чоп, 

Tn Peni, villagers set up simple clin- 
ics to treat injuries, but they were 
hampered by shortages of medicine 
and equipment. A group of women 
cooked catfish caught in a nearby 
pond for dozens of people huddled 
under a large tent. 

The earthquake hit at 5:54 a.m., 
caving in tile roofs and sending walls 
crashing down, Survivors screamed 
a5 they ran from their homes, some 
clutching bloodied children and the 
elderly. 


Series of disasters 

The temblor was the latest in a se- 
ries of disasters to hit Indonesia—in- 
cluding the 2004 tsunami that rav- 
aged Aceh province, terrorist attacks, 
a widening bird flu outbreak and the. 
threat of eruption from nearby Mount 
Merapi. 

The quake's epicenter was 80 km 
south of the Merapi volcano, and ac- 
tivity increased soon after the tem- 
blor. A large burst spewed hot clouds 
and sent debris cascading some 3.5 
km down its western flank. No one 
was injured because nearby residents 
had already been evacuated. 


Bambang Dwiyanto of the ener- 
gy and mineral ministry could not 
say whether the quake caused the 
volcanic activity but he warned, 
that it could trigger a larger erup- 
tion. 

Indonesia, the world's largest 
archipelago, is prone to seismic up- 
heaval due to its location on the so- 
called Pacific "Ring of Fire," an arc of 
volcanos and fault lines encircling the 
Pacific Basin. It has the largest num- 
ber of volcanos in the world—76. 

Bantul is about 2,230 km south- 
east of Aceh province, where 
131,000 people died in a December 
2004 tsunami that was triggered by а” 
magnitude-9.1 earthquake under 
the sea. 

At least 4,332 people were killed in 
the quake, according to an official in 
the affected areas. The social ministry" 
said around 4,600 died, but numbers 
in one of the hardest hit districts wer 
disputed. 

‘Another 200,000 people were left; 
homeless, according to the Interna-i 
tional Federation of Red Cross ands 
Red Crescent. B 


Temple damaged 
Officials said the famed 7th centu- 
ry Borobudur Buddhist temple, one 
Indonesia's most popular tourist at 
tractions, was not affected by ет 
quake, But Prambanan, a spectacular; 
Hindu temple to the southeast, suf-- 
fered serious damage, with hundreds. 
of stone carvings and blocks scattered. 
around the ancient site & 
‘The Hindu temple will be closed to 
the public until archeologists are able 
to determine whether the foundation: 
was damaged, said Agus Waluyo, 
head of the Yogyakarta Archaeologi- 
cal Conservation Agency. Я 
Close to а million tourists visit the" 
Borobudur and Prambanan temples; 
every year: an 
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Temblors jolt Papua, Babuyan, Tonga isles 


From page Al 


people on the central Indonesian 
island of Java on Saturday. 

“sometimes, where there is a 
big earthquake in one area ... it 
might upset the tectonic activity 
їп other areas, but not necessari- 
Jy" Sardina said. 

“For that, wed have to analyze 
a whole lot of archive data to see 
a certain pattern in terms of seis- 
mic activity" he added. “I don’t 
think they're related.” 

Calls to Papua New Guinea's 
National Disaster Center went 
unanswered on Sunday, and de- 
tails on injuries or damage were 
not immediately available. 

Police in Tonga capital, 
Nuku'alofa, and in the Ha'apai Is- 
апаз group capital of Pangai to 
the north, reported no serious in- 
juries or damage. 

"Yes, we felt it,” said Constable 
Mosese Latu in Pangai, which was 
near the epicenter. 

"There are no damage reports 
and no injuries—everything’s 
fine,” Latu told The Associated 
Press ina telephone interview. 

In Nuku'alofa, publisher Mary 
Fonua said the quake was short 
butsharp. 

“We definitely felt it and we 
went running outside the mo- 
ment it struck because it was a 
significant jolt,” Fonua said. 


Ring of Fire 

Papua New Guinea, Tonga and 

Indonesia are part of the Pacific 
“Ring of Fire” where earthquakes 
and volcanic activity are frequent. 
‚ Experts believe the activity in 
the earth’s crust over the past two 
days—including the awakening 
of the Mount Merapi volcano 
near the epicenter of Saturday's 
quake—was linked to the Ring of 
йге. 

“There's no doubt they are ef- 
fects of the same cause—the ring 
of weakness in the earth's sur- 
face," said Gary Gibson, professor 
of seismology at RMIT University 
in Melbourne, Australia. 

‘The Ring of Fire, which stretches 
along the westem coast of the 
Americas through the island па- 
tions of the South Pacific and on 
through Southeast Asia, is a series 
of fault lines—or weaknesses—in 
the hardened upper layers of the 
earth's surface, known as the crust. 

These lines of weakness are the 
meeting points of huge continen- 
tal plates that make up the crust 


UNCERTAIN. [777777 
FUTURE. An 
unidentified 
boy ponders 
his future 
after 
surviving the 
earthquake 
that killed 
more than 
4,300 people 
in Indonesia. 
More than 
200,000 
peoplewere 
left homeless 
by the quake, 
the second 
natural 
disaster to 
strike. 
Indonesia 
since the 
December 
2004 tsunami 
that killed 
200,000 
people across 
Asias эт 
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and which literally float on the 
molten rock of the еаг core. 

These plates are in constant 
motion, clashing with each other 
or moving away from each other, 
creating stresses and pressure 
buildups at their margins. 

This stress is released through 
volcanic eruptions, when the 
molten rock is ejected as magma 
through fissures in the crust, or via 
earthquakes, when the pressure 
causes the crust to buckle and shift. 

Most of these seismic events are 
small and occur under the sea, 
where the majority of the conti- 
nental plate margins are found. 

But occasionally they generate 
volcanic explosions, earthquakes 
or landslides. 

According to the US Geological 
Survey (USGS), an average of 
19.4 quakes of 7.0-plus strength 
occur on the Ring of Fire each 
year. Indonesia has suffered from 
three catastrophic earthquakes in 
the past 18 months. 

On Dec. 26, 2004, the 9.3- 
magnitude quake unleashed 
tsunamis that crashed into Indian 
Ocean shorelines and killed 
168,000 people in Indonesia's 
Aceh province alone. 

Six hundred people were killed 
in an 8.7-quake just 160 km to 
the south on March 28, 2005. 


Comparatively small 

Gibson said that the flurry of 
seismic activity of the past days 
was comparatively small. 

“On any given day you would 
find seismic activity greater than 
this throughout the Pacific re- 
gion,” he said. 

“Last week, there was a se- 
quence of earthquakes between 
New Zealand and Tonga that 
were far greater—we got up to 
magnitude of 7.8 on one day,” he 
said. “But nobody knows any- 
thing aboutit because it didn’t af- 
fect anybody.” 

‘Although this activity is the ге- 
sult of the weak points in the 
earth's surface, experts are not 
convinced that they create а rip- 
ple, or domino, effect of one 
quake setting off another. 

‘Earthquakes do tend to happen 
їп clusters but they aren't triggered 
‘by one another” he said. 

“The seismic wave created by 
an earthquake can travel for hun- 
dreds of kilometers and then dis- 
sipate. The earth's crust is actual- 
ly very good at absorbing that en- 
ergy. Reports from AFP and AP 
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HISONLY 
BREAKFAST. 
Noodles are 
the only 
breakfast for 
опе of the 
many boys 
injured in the 
deadly quake 
that hit 
Indonesia. 
More than 
10,000 
people were 
injured in the 
quake. xP 
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US CLEANUP OF MERCURY SPILL Parafiaque Rep. Eduardo Zialcita (3rd from right) presents to businessman Lucio С. 
‘Tana coffee table book about the city for his support in the cleanup of the mercury spill at St. Andrew's School-Parafiaque. 

photo are the US Environmental Protection Agency scientists who helped in the cleanup: Philip Campagna, Steve 
Calanog, Brian Brass and Duane Newell. At right is Valerie Santos of the US Embassy economic section. 
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ment from striking a deal with the Marcos 
family and to make its position clear in the 
matter. 

Otherwise, the government would lose the 
"moral high ground on accountability" the 
maverick administration lawmaker warned. 

“The PCGG chair and its commissioners are 
loose cannons. They can't do that on their 

wn (make deals),” said Arroyo, a former hu- 
man rights lawyer, in a phone interview. 

falacafiang, he stressed, "must step in in 
the current PCGG mess and make a policy 
pronouncement on the matter.” 

“You cant let loose cannons talk more and 
lose the government moral high ground on ас- 

countability, That's what the government is all 
about—accountability of public funds," he said, 


Resolve criminal, civil cases 

he PCGG, under Chair Camilo Sabio, has 
stepped up efforts to enter into a deal with the 
family of the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos, 
hoping to resolve the criminal and civil cases 
it has been pursuing against them the past 20 
years. 

Despite the criticism, PCGG Commissioner 
Ricardo Abcede has said he was pressing 
ahead with negotiations over the sharing of 
the Mar ets estimated at between $5 
billion and $10 billion, in exchange for the. 
dropping of all cases. 

While the Palace has defended the PCGG 
move, President Macapagal-Arroyo has nei 
ther encouraged nor dissuaded the PCGG of 
cials from forging а compromise with the 
Marcoses, presidential Chief of Staff Michael 
Defensor has sa 

Senator Arroy 
wealth cases wer 
'ountability issues.” 

“The money issue is included because pub- 
lic funds are involved and, therefore, must be 
recovered. But that is incidental to the moral 
issue,” he said in a statement he issued aft 
the interview. 


o stressed that the ill-gotten 
‘essentially moral and ac- 


“The statements of ће РСС officials un- 
dermine the inherent commitment of the gos 
ernment to uphold the principle of account- 
ability without which no government can 
long 
Abcede came under fire last 
ing former First Lady Imelda Mar 
birthday рагу and even dancing with her, 
“What's wrong with that?” he had said, in- 
ting his hobnobbing with her would not af- 
fect his job at the PCGG. 
‘Arroyo also chided the PCGG off 
negotiating with the Marcoses over pending 
в are not unfavorable to the 


for invit- 


government, 

"So why settle? One settles because heisin a 
‘weak position and the government is not so sit- 
uated,” he said, pointing out that past 
Supreme Court decisions on Marcos cases had 
been “generally favorable” to the government. 

n a radio interview, Senate Minority Lead- 
er Aquilino Pimentel Jr. reiterated that he was 
open toa deal with the Marcoses on condition 
they fully disclose all their ill-gotten wealth 
and the assets are divided 90-10 in favor of 
the government. 

He stressed, however, that only the civil, 
not the criminal, cases be the subject of any 
compromis 


Defending Salonga 
royo also chided Abcede for belittling the 

-complishments of past PCGG chairs, includ- 
ing former Senate President Jovito Salonga 
who recently criticized the current move to 
settle with the Marcoses and likened it to the 
Holocaust victims striking a deal with che 
Nazis 

Arroyo pointed out that in the recent Sen- 
ate budget hearings it was established that an 
estimated P60 billion had been turned over by 
previous PCGG administrations to the Depart- 
ment of Agrarian Reform for the beneficiaries 
of land reform in keeping with the law. 

ithout those funds, tenant beneficiaries 
vould not have the lands they presently 
own," Arroyo said. 

“Yet the present PCGG, which did not con- 
tribute one centavo to the P60 billion, has the 
gall to belittle the work of the past commi 
sions under four presidents and crows that it 
can do better through compromise, overlook- 
ing the fact that the status of the remaining 
pending cases are not unfavorable to the gov- 
ernment,” he said. 

Arroyo also wondered what could be be- 
hind the negotiations between the PCGG and 


ne thing is missing in all this brouhaha, lt 
isanaxiom that even before one starts with ne- 
gotiations, the parties must agree on an inven- 
tory or list of what will be discussed,” he said. 

"Both the Marcoses and the PCGG are omi- 
пошу silent on that inventory. Public funds 
are involved. The public has the right to know, 
‘That cannot be ignored.” 
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ains topple wall; boy killed, 6 hurt 


By Dj Yap 


А BOY WAS KILLED WHILE SIX PERSONS 
‘were hurt the other day after a wall collapsed 
due to heavy rains and hit several houses in a 
depressed area in Quezon City. 

‘At around 9 p.m. Saturday, rains poured 
down on Purok 21, Barangay Commonwealth 
and floodwater began collecting at the base of a 
10-foot wall which separated a compound of 
shanties from the nearby Ideal Subdivision. 

"The floodwater later spilled over the wall 
which collapsed and was swept toward the 
shanties, witnesses said. 

А 4-year-old boy identified as John Lloyd 
Sibelo drowned in the floodwater, said inves- 
tigator PO2 Leo Nino Pasco. 

Sibelo was rushed to the Far Eastern Uni- 
versity Hospital but he was pronounced dead 
onarrival at 9:22 p.m. 


‘The boy's mother Marivic and his siblings 
Junel, 7, Michael, 13, and Thomy, 12, sus- 
tained slight cuts and scratches. They also suf- 
fered from electric shock after a live wire fell 
into the water, Pasco said, 

‘Two other persons identified as Christy 
Alaryaw, 18, and Ryza Alaryaw, 1, also sus- 
tained slight scratches, police said. 

‘Their shanty, along with the houses of at 
least three other families, was wrecked. 

Police said some of the families were plan- 
ning to file charges against subdivision home- 
owners who had ordered the construction of 
the wall. 

But the father of the drowned victim, Tura- 
по Sibelo, told the Inquirer that they would 
probably not be able to pursue the case, since 
they did not have the money for legal fees. 

He added, though, that he would take up 
the matter with barangay officials. 


QC cops recover stolen van 


HOURS AFTER IT WAS TAKEN 
at gunpoint by three men, a 


ing to investigators. 
The van, with plate num- 


proached her and ordered 
her to get off, police said. 


Mbit.: d 


wat af 


Toyota Innova owned by the 
daughter of former congress- 
man Sergio Apostol was found 
abandoned in Quezon City yes- 
terday. 

Quezon City police discov- 
ered the vehicle of Amelyn 
Apostol-Buenviaje in Sitio 
Talanay, Barangay Batasan 
Hills at about 8 a.m., accord- 


ber ZCX 472, was stolen on 
Saturday night by three men маз a “carjacking” case but 
wielding .45-cal. pistols, said they are now investigating 
investigator SPOL Omar other angles after the recov- 
Enomis of the Batasan Hills ery of the vehicle. 
Police Station. “Nothing was taken from 
‘The victim had just board- the vehicle. All the car parts | Кайа 2—7 ужаш 
ed the vehicle, parked along and the victim's belongings | SIMPLE PLEASURES 


Maginhawa Street in UP Vil- мете intact,” Enomis noted. : iwi : 
lage, when the suspects ap- Quo | Abestmanreits content tolethis vessel drift on the water while waiting for the sun to seton Mania Bay. axes 


Police initially thought it 
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A A tradition of leadership 


JUANITO Alba, Caloocan's chief agriculturist, tends his garden: a 2,300-sq m lot at 
the back of City Hall which used to Бе а garage. 


Urban 


grow i 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


THE LACK OF SPACE SHOULD NOT 
stop one from having a garden. 

1 "Plants can grow anywhere, even in 
уош own bathroom," said Juanito Alba, 
Caloocan City chief agriculturist. 

: He spoke to the INQUIRER while in- 
Specting the mushroom house in the city 
government's urban garden farm located 
Gn Camarin Road in Bagong Silang. 

Mushrooms, for example, can be 
grown inside the bathroom, Alba said. 
АП that опе needs is driftwood and 
hoss—items that cost P10—which can 
ңе hung near the shower. 

* "The moisture in the air when some- 
dne takes a shower and the carbon diox- 
ide emitted by the human body is suff 
cient for the plant to grow,” the agricul- 
thrist said. 


Any space available 

According to Alba, plant growing 
should not depend on the space avail: 
able. 

Plants could also be grown in plastic 
ups, soft drink bottles, discarded toilet 
bowls, old tires, or any container which 
you could put soil into. 

“Ву putting up your own garden, you 
could enjoy plants and earn as well,” Al- 
ba said. 


gardens 
Caloocan 


Toprove ít, the chief agriculturist gave 
the INQumem a tour of his urban gar- 
‘den—a 2,300-sq m lot which used to be 
the garage of the City Hall. 

In the middle of the garden are an ar- 
ray of plastic cups, old tires and styro- 
foam containers in which a variety of 
plants are growing 


Different varieties 

Also found in the garden are assorted 
vegetables—from radishes, carrots, 
kangkong, onions, broccoli, cauliflower 
and pechay—among others. Since news 
about the urban garden broke out, some 
housewives and residents in nearby ar- 
eas have been flocking to the area to buy 
vegetables. 

"Our prices are cheaper compared to 
‘wet markets and buyers can even harvest 
the vegetables themselves if they want 
to,” the agriculturist said. 

"There are also herbal plants, fruit 
trees and mahogany saplings which 
would be planted later on along major 
roads in the city 

Alba refers to his garden as "a show- 
case which could be replicated in other 
areas in the city where there are idle 
lands" 

He said the project is in line with the 
Caloocan City government's greening 
program which aims to alleviate poverty 
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CORN, cabbage, carrots and other vegetables growin Alba's garden. 
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TO GROW mushrooms, all you need is driftwood and moss. 


and in the process, bring crimes down. 
“Instead of getting drunk which usual- 

ly ends in fighting, people could be busy 

planting and talking about their crops,” 


MMDA begins clearing sidewalks 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


THE METROPOLITAN MANILA DEVE- 
lopment Authority will be clearing side- 
walks leading to schools starting today to 
help students get to their classes quickly 
and safely. 

MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando said 
yesterday that the agency's Sidewalk 
Clearing Operations Group would be 
conducting week-long simultaneous 
operations throughout Metro Manila 
in preparation for the opening of 


Mishap leaves 
1 dead, 2 hurt 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


А PACKED PASSENGER JEEP WAS GO- 
ing down a flyover in Marikina City at 
around 7 p.m. Monday when driver 
Mauro Regidor, 31, suddenly lost control 
of the vehicle and hit at least three by- 
standers. 

Regidor's passengers were unharmed 
but Diomedes Moises, 58, who was just 
standing in front of a bakery, was killed. 
‘Two others were injured, investigator 
SPO2 Sixto Paulino said. 

Regidor told the police that he had just 
соте from Cubao and was on his way to 
Marikina, As the jeep was traveling on 
Bonifacio Avenue, Barangay Barangka, a 
pedestrian suddenly crossed the street. 
Regidor said he stepped on the brakes 
but the jeep kept on moving. 

He turned the wheel to the right and 
the vehicle went up on the sidewalk but 
it was still moving fast, Regidor said. 

He added that he turned the wheel to 
the right to make it slow down but he hit 
Maricel Briones, 26, who was crossing 
the street. 

‘The jeep continued moving as Regidor 
once again turned the wheel to the right. 
This time, the vehicle ran over Moises be- 
fore hitting another passenger jeep 
parked on the street, 

Ricky Geronimo, the driver of the oth- 
erjeep, was also injured, 

Regidor's jeep finally stopped after it 
hit afire hydrant on the sidewalk, 

‘The three victims were brought to the 
Amang Rodriguez Medical Center where 
Moises died while undergoing treatment. 
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classes next month. 

"We will have operations all over 
Metro Manila in time for the opening of 
classes so that the sidewalks would be 
safe and orderly for our students. We 
would have operations in areas near 
schools where there are many vendors 
and other obstructions on the sidewalk," 
Femando told the Iquinea in a phone in- 
terview. 

Some areas being targeted for clearing 
operations are Aurora Boulevard in Que- 
топ City and the University Belt in Manila. 


"We will confiscate goods and any ob- 
struction we find on the sidewalk. Any- 
thing on the sidewalk is considered com- 
топ garbage,” said Fernando. 

He said the agency has already in- 
formed those who may be affected by the 
operation. 

For the past four years, the MMDA has 
been implementing sidewalk clearing 
operations which include the seizure of 
sidewalk vendors’ wares, plus the re- 
moval of structures that occupy the road 
right-of-way. 


THE PLACE TO BE 


intow, flock to Di 


With classes set to open just а few days from now, parents, with their children 
ría to shop for school supplies. 


mant 


the agriculturist said. 

Aside from encouraging hard work 
and productivity, garden tenders would 
also never go hungry as long as they 
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plant vegetables, Alba added. 

He pointed to radish, cabbage, pechay, 
carrots, tomato, chinese kangkong, 
onions and “creepers” like ampalaya, pa- 
tola, upo and squash as low-maintenance 
plants that could be grown easily. 


Ready to share 

“Our urban garden workers are ready 
to share their skills with anyone who is 
interested in having a garden of their 
own,” Alba said. 

According to him, he has long been 
advocating urban gardens but failed to 
enlist the support of previous officials of 
the city government. 

“There were projects in the past but 
they did not push through because of 
politics,” Alba said. Thanks to Sen. Loi 
Ejercito and City Mayor Enrico Echiverri, 
the project has finally gotten off the 
ground. 

‘After its launching last month, some 
idle lands in the city, with the permission 
of their owners, have already been con- 
verted into community gardens. Baran- 
gay Silang, the biggest barangay in the 
city, will also soon have its own pocket 
and mini-gardens, Alba said, 

“We also want to encourage the 
putting up of community gardens, par- 
ticularly in densely populated areas 
where there are lots of jobless residents. 
We will be teaching them to appreciate 
hard work and how to earn from it,” he 
added. : 


METROBRIEFS 


Death inside a bar 
A CHINESE-Filipino septuagenarian died 
while allegedly drinking inside a KTV bar in 
Sta. Cruz, Mania shortly after midnight yes- 
terday. Police identified the victim as Tian 
Lay Uy, 75, of 1210 Rizal Ave, Sta. Cruz. 
Manila. According to SPO2 Benito Cabatbat 
of the Manila Police District Homicide Sec- 
tion, the incident took place at around 1:20 
ат. atthe TOP Royal KTV on Tomas Mapua 
Street, Sta Cruz. Police said the victim sud- 
депу experienced difficulty of breathing and 
collapsed while drinking. Uy was declared 
dead on arrival when he was taken to the 
ose R. Reyes Memorial Medical Center for 
treatment, Cabatbat said. 

Margaux C. Ortiz 


QC’s flood-prone areas 
THE RIVER channel traversing Мера Q-Mart, 
а public market in Quezon City, has been 
identified as a priority area in the city’ flood 
control program this rainy season. Aside 
from Nepa Q-Mart in Barangay West Kamias, 
other areas spread across 38 barangays have 
been identified as flood-prone areas. Mayor 
Feliciano Belmonte Jr. has approved the pur- 
chase af declogging machines to rid canais, 
esteros and cres in the city of garbage 
which clog the drainage system. He also or- 
dered the installation of cyclone wires around 
channels to prevent people from throwing 
trash into waterways. 

DJ Yap 


Faster mail delivery 
IN AN EFFORT to speed up йе тай distribu- 
tion service, the Philippine Postal Corp. 
(PhiPost has purchased 49 brand-new 
mall vans. Postmaster general Dario Вата 
said the Mitsubishi L-300 vans, which wl 
be added to the company's flest of vehicles, 
would ensure faster delivery of letters and 
Packages throughout the country. "We are 
confident that the recent acquisition of 
brand new mail vans wil boost our capabil- 
ties to botter serve the mailing publie and at- 
tract more Institutional mailers to patronize 
the services ot PhilPost," Rama said ina 
statement. 

Tina G. Santos 


Training for teachers 
TEACHERS in Marikina City have just com- 
pleted a five-day training program aimed at 
Updating them on different teaching strate- 
des in order to raise the qually of instruc- 
fion in the city. The program, пен from May 
22 1626, had the theme, "Moving toward 
Excellence through Character Transporta- 
tion." Some of the speakers during the train- 


, 


ing program were Dr. Queena Lee Chua о! 
the Ateneo de Manila University. "The Etec- 
tive Teacher" and Dr. Renato Solidum of the 
Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seis- 
mology, “Environmental and Natural Haz- 
ards.” Dr. Teresita 8. Domalanta, Director IV 
of the Department of Education-National 
Capital Region, was the keynote speaker 
during the opening program while Marikina 
Mayor Ma, Lourdes C. Fernando was the 
guest of honor. 


Homeless no more 
EIGHTY families who used to live on other 
people's property now have a place they 
Gan call their own, The Quezon City gov- 
ernment has awarded certificates of con- 
dominium titles to a new batch of benefi- 
claries for its low-cost housing program 
in Barangay Escopa, Project 4. The benefi- 
ciaries, including 25 City Hall employees, 
will occupy a five-story condominium- 
type building located just a block away 
{тот Aurora Boulevard and the Metro Rail 
and Light Вай Transit stations. They will 
live in a unit measuring 15-sq m. each 
‘equipped with its own water supply, elec- 
irical connection, concrete roof deck and 
fire alarm system. Each unit has a selling 
price ranging from P161,969 to P225,000 
and may be availed of through lump sum. 
or staggered payments. 

DJ Yep 


Boy needs new liver 
SEVEN year-old 

Rainier Mitchel 
Carlos needs your 
пер. Diagnosed 
with Biliary Ate 
sia, a liver disease 
characterized by 
the absence or cio- 
sure of bile ducts, 
Rainiers oniy 
chance at survival 
isa liver trans- 
piant. Rainer was 
operated on in July 
1999 but he stl! 
heeds a new lve. Since Iiver transplants are 
пот done In the county, he neods around РЗ 
milion to РА milon to undergo an opera- 
Tion in Taiwan, His mother, Glocelyn, is ap- 
poaling to kind-hearted readers for financial 
апа medical help. They may call 933-8495 
and 0918-3929927 or o-mall сйоса- 
Îyn@hotmall.com. Donations can also be 
deposited in any Banco da Oro branch, 
payable to the account of Rainer Mitchel C. 
Carlos, 330112910 or Glocolyn Carlos, 
330169963 (dollar savings). 
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Pope gives hope for quick John Paul sainthood 


KRAKOW, POLAND—"I АМ STILL. ing period after death. “My priesthood started.” 
alive,” Pope John Paul П, then 79 Butinspeaking with suchemo- Оп Saturday, before a thick 
and ill already for years, musedon tion and certainty, Benedict and cheering crowd on the cen- 
his last trip to his hometown іп seemed to cut a quick path to tral square, Benedict visited two 
1999. On Saturday, his successor, Poles’ hearts, in a trip both “senti- landmarks: He went to his prede- 
Benedict XVI, suggested again mental,” as he called it, and cessor’s old church, the Basilica of 
that Poland's favorite son would strategic in its appeal for this the Immaculate Conception, then 
live on as a saint, telling pilgrims Catholic country not to dilute its crossed a cobblestone street to 
ata shrine that he hoped it would faith as it becomes richer and see the house where the Pope, 
happen soon. more European. born Karol Wojtyla, was born and 
The new Pope's impromptu re- Оп Saturday morning, Cardi- grewup. 
marks drew wild applause from nal Stanislaw Dziwisz, for “1 wished to stop precisely 
about 15,000 people—some decades John Paul's assistant, here, in the place where his faith 
holding signs saying, “Sainthood пом the archbishop of Krakow, began and matured, to pray to- 
now!"—who had gathered to see greeted Benedict оп а trip to gether with all of you that he may 
Benedict on the third day of pil- John Paul’s hometown, Wadow- soon be elevated to the glory of 
grimage to the places thatshaped ісе, where on his final trip the altars,” Benedict told the 
the life of John Paul, who died їп home, in 1999, John Paul al- crowd, using less direct language 
April 2005. lowed himself a flood of public about the possibility of sainthood 
Benedict showed no sign ofex- memories: than he did a little later at the 
ercising his right as Pope to pro- "In this town everything start- shrine at Zebrzydowska. The 
claim John Paul a saint immedi- ed," he said at the time. “Life night before here in Krakow, he 2 
ately, though he has already started. School started, my stud- also mentioned the possibility of , that he hopes John 


waived the usual five-year wait- ies." He paused, then continued: sainthood for John Paul. МУГ Г 


ЕР. 


ы. Pruan ү BANIK 


: ~ Every new peso deposit 
7 lle si" or auto loan with us gives you a 
AS (ен chance to win ап n American-inspired 

holiday to 


Camp John ЕРЕ Manor, Hong Kong DISNEYLAND, and all the way to the world-famous 
WALDORF ASTORIA in New York City, U.S.A. where our headquarters are located. 


‘And to make banking even more rewarding, we are giving away gift certificates from Rustan's, Abenson, 
Samsonite, and Yellow Cab Pizza Co. for fresh peso deposits made and 24-Hour Plus worldwide Personal 
Accident Insurance cover worth P500,000 for new auto loans. 


g 
Disneyland 


Fun trip for four (4) B, Holiday for two (2) 


Stay at Camp John Hay Manor 3D/2N stay at Disney's Hollywood Hotel 'GD/SN stay at Waldorf Astoria Hotel — 
3,000 pocket money Roundtrip economy airfare via PAL Roundtrip economy airfare vía Northwest Airlines 
(Total of 10 winners) Daily breakfast Broadway tickets for 2 (show of your choice) 
Disneyland entrance tickets for 2 days US$1,000 pocket money 
US$500 pocket money (Total of 2 winners) 
(Total of 3 winners) 


The sooner and bigger your bite, the better. So, take a bite now! 
For more details, visit or call-any Philam Bank branch 
near you or dial 813-9772 loc. 2033. 


Promo runs from May 22 to October 31, 2006 only. 


See posters and flyers for more details. pero Pomi No. 2050, Sotas 200 


A 
PHIZAM BANIK 


A Mombar ot 
a Amoncan intornational Group ino. 


Moss Рорк Depot Insurance Corpore 
FECE шшен wie rec Depa Po о. 


4 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


MONDAY, MAY 29, 2006 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


Iran president consolidating power 


TEHRAN, IRAN—PRESIDENT MAHMOUD AHMADINE- 
jad is trying to consolidate power in the office of the pres- 
idency in a way never before seen in the 27-year history 
of the Islamic Republic, apparently with the tacit ap- 
proval of Iran’s supreme leader, according to government 
officials and political analysts here. 


That rare unity of elected and reli- 
gious leadership at the highest levels 
offers the United States an opportunity 
io talk to a government, however com- 
bative, that has often spoken with mul- 
tiple voices at cross purposes. 
 Butifthe United States, which sev- 
гей relations with Iran after the 1979 
"revolution, opened such a dialogue, it 
‘pould boost the prestige of the Iranian 
president, who has pushed toward con- 
rontation with the West. 
^ Political analysts and people close to 
ihe government here say that Ahmadine- 
Зей and his allies are tying to buttress a 
system of conservative clerical rule that 
Бай lost credibility with the public. Their 
‘srategy hinges on trying to win conces- 
sions from the West on Iran's nuclear 


program and opening direct, high-level 
talks with the United States, while easing 
social restrictions, cracking down on po- 
йс! dissent and building a new political 
class from outside the clergy. 

‘Ahmadinejad is pressing far beyond. 
the boundaries set by other presidents. 
For the first time since the revolution, а 
president has overshadowed the na- 
tion's chief cleric, Supreme Leader Aya- 
тойаһ Ali Khamenei, on both domestic 
and international affairs. 

“Usually the supreme leader would 
be the front-runner in all internal and 
external issues" said Hamidreza 
Тага}, the political director of the 
strongly conservative Islamic Coalition 
Party. “Here we have the president out 
front on all these issues and the 


supreme leader is supporting him.” 

"The changing nature of Iran's domes- 
tic political landscape has potentially 
far-reaching implications for the United 
States. While Iran has adopted a con- 
frontational approach toward the West, 
it has also signaled—however clumsi- 
Ily—a desire to mend relations. Though 
the content of Ahmadinejad's letter to 
President Bush was widely mocked here 
and in Washington for its religious focus 
and preachy tone, it played well to Iran's 
most conservative religious leaders. An- 
alysts here said that it represented both 
‘Ahmadinejad's independence and his 
position as a messenger for the system, 
and that the very act of reaching out was 
significant 

“ifthe US had relations with Iran un- 
der the reform government, it would not 
have been a complete relationship,” said 
‘Alireza Абаз, a retired general with the 
Revolutionary Guard and former deputy 
defense minister, referring to the admin- 
istration of former President Mohammad 
Khatami. "But if there can be a detente 
now, that means the whole country is be- 
hind relations with the West” NYT 


ST. PETERSBURG'S 300TH YEAR 


Russian girls in costumes parade along a St. Petersburg street during a carnival to mark 


the city’s 300th birthday, May 27. 


With illegals engaged to fight wildfires, US West faces dilemma 


By Kirk Johnson. 


SALEM, ORE—THE DEBATE 
dover immigration, which has fil- 
егей into almost every corner of 
‘American life іп recent months, is 
how sweeping through the 
‘woods, and the implications 


could be immense for the coming 
fire season in the West. 

Аз many as half of the roughly 
5,000 private firefighters based in 
the Pacific Northwest and contracted 
by state and federal govemments to 
fight forest fires are immigrants, 
mostly from Mexico. And many of 


them are working here illegally. 

A recent report by the inspector 
general for the US Forest Service 
said illegal immigrants had been 
fighting fires for several years. The 
Forest Service said in response that 
it would work with immigration 
and customs enforcement officers 


and the Social Security Adminis- 
tration to improve the process of 
identifying violators. 

Oregon, which administers pri- 
vate fire contracts for the Forest 
Service, has imposed tougher 
rules on companies that employ 
firefighters, including a require- 


ment that firefighting crew lead- merous for local entities to handle. 


UPGRADE TO 
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ers have 2 working command of 
English and a formal business lo- 
cation where crew members can 
assemble. 

‘Some Hispanic contractors say 
the changes could cause many im- 
migrants to stay away from the 
jobs. Other forestry workers say 
that firefighting may simply be too 
important—and too difficult to at- 
tract other applicants—to allow for 
a crackdown on illegal workers. 

“Ldon’t think isin anybody's in- 
teres, including the Forest Service, 
to enforce immigration—they'e 
benefiting from it,” said Blanca Es- 
cobeda, owner of 3B's Forestry in 
Medford, Ore., which fields two 


The work, which pays $10 to 
$15 an hour, is demanding and 
dangerous. A workweek fighting 
a big fire can go 100 hours. 

"The plight of the fire companies 
underscores the surprising direc- 
tions thatthe debate over immigra- 
tion can lead, like government-re- 
quired bilingualism to ensure ev- 
eryone on a fire line can under- 
stand one another, while threaten- 
ing to scare away needed workers. 

Serafin Garcia, who came from 
Mexico in the '80s and started a 
fire company in Salem in 2001, 
said the new rules could ruin him. 
Not only is he likely to lose work- 
ers, but some industry officials 


IMMUNITY 
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20-person fire crews. 

The private contract créws can 
һе dispatched through the Nation- 
al Interagency Fire Center in Boise, 
Idaho, to anywhere in the country 
where fires get too big or too nu- 


suggest that larger fire compa- 
nies, which tend to be owned by 
mon-Hispanics, could crush 
smaller competitors like Garcia, 
using immigration and safety 
concerns asa smokescreen. NYT 


WOoRLDBRIEFS 


CIA nominee Hayden confirmed 
WASHINGTON—The Senate overwhelmingly 

confirmed Gen. Michael V. Hayden on Friday 

as director of the Central Intelligence Agency, 

despite some senators’ criticism of his role in 

overseeing a domestic electronic surveillance 

program. The 78-15 vote showed that Hay- 

denis popularity on Capita Hill as ап articu- 

fate advocate for the spy agencies outweighed 

doubts about the legality of the eavesdrop- 

ping program he ran as director of the Nation- 

5 Security Agency. The only Republican to 

‘ote against confirmation was Sen. Arlen HAYDEN 

Specter of Pennsylvania, who has said he believes the program violates 
the law. Some senators suggested that they had set aside concerns 
about the program in part because they believed that Hayden could re- 
Store morale and purpose at the CIA after the tumultuous 19-month di- 
Teclorship of Porter J. Goss. Goss, a former Republican congressman, 
жаз forced to resign aftr failing to recover from а rocky start in 2004, 
When his top staff members clashed with agency veterans. wT 


Fighting rages in Somali capital 

MOGADISHU- Heavy fighting between Islamic and secular militia flared 
Saturday in the Somali capital Mogadishu, rocking the city with а surge In 
the worst violence паз seen in years, with no sign of a pause, witnesses 
Said. At least 23 people were kiled and 44 others wounded in two districts, 
Where Islamic miti and fighters loyal to а US-backed warlord alliance 
pounded each other with heavy machinegun, rocket, artillery and mortar 
fire raising the death tol and sending thousands fleeing for safety. In addi- 
tion to Saturday's casualties from heavy artillery duels in the northern Ga- 
gelato and southern Daynile districts, two civilians wounded in Thursday's 
Sashes died, pushing up the toll, medios sad. "The fighting is inensitying. 
on the Оаупіе side. never seen batte Ке this since 1991," said Ahmed 
Mohamed Ghele, a witness. The fighting, which has defied international 
calls fora truce pits Islamists against the Alliance for the Restoration of 
Peace and Gounter-Terrorism (ARPCT), which was set up in February with 
US backing to curb the growing influence of Islamic courts and о track 
down extremist, including al-Qaida members, that they are allegedly har- 
boring. The increasingly powerful and influential courts, which have de- 
clared a holy war agains the allance—which they say is financed by the 
"enemy of isiam"—deny the accusations. AFP 


Sharon moved to long-term care facility 
JERUSALEM Former Israeli Prime Minister ” 
Але! Sharon, who has been in a coma for 

nearly five months, let Hadassah Hospital In 

‘Jerusalem in an ambulance Sunday en route 

ioa long-term care facility in Tel Aviv, hospital 

officials said. Sharon's transfer to Sheba 

Medical Center, a facility mora suited to pro- 

viding him with extended care, signaled his 

medical team did not believe he was likely to 

emerge any time soon from the coma he ell 

into after suffering a devastating stroke Jan. 

4. Dr. Yuli Krieger, the deputy head of Levin- SHARON ae 
Sisin House, another long-term care facility, tod Israel Radio on Sunday 
that the 76-year-old former leader's chances of waking up alter such a 
lengthy coma were small. Sharon had a small stroke in December and 
Was put on blood thinners before he suffered а severe brain hemorrhage 
in January. The Israeli leader underwent several, extensive brain surg- 
aries to stop the bleeding, and many independent experts doubted that 
he would ever recover. AP 
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Whar's INSIDE 
B Filipinos buck 
Torre defeat to 
down Ecuadorans 
/A30 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


EMPHATIC. 


WITH HIS PURSUERS UNABLE TO KEEP in 
step, Australia's Scott Strange pulled away to 
a fivestroke win yesterday even as Juvic Pa- 
gunsan came back from a third-round melt- 
down to emerge as the top Filipino in the 90th 
Philippine Open at Wack Wack. 

The 29-year-old from Perth capped his wire- 
to-wire romp with a 2-under-par 70 for a 280 to- 
tal that rewarded him with the largest margin of 
victory in the Asian Tour this year 

“I had a birdie on first and that dictated my 
day and the pursuers dropped out (of the 
Chase)" said Strange, whose second career 
Asian Tour win, worth $30,700, 
boosted him to the Top 10 of 
the Order of Merit with 
$149,024 in earnings. 

“It was pretty exhausting, 
the weather and all,” added 


PINE 
OPN E 


“WELL WORTH IT": Australian Scott Strange 
shows his champion's trophy. 


Thefinal round stores. 

280—5 Stange (us) 68-70-7270; 285 Pak IW (Kr 
7574-6067, 206—0. Roders (Eng) 70687572, Lu WL. 
(Toe) 6947271, Yeh CT (Tp) 69593-75 8—4. Pa- 
tunson 72-7074-72, U. Pak (Aus) 7271-7372, 2891. 
Danes (я) 7075-7470, 6. Simpson (Aus) 71-72-7472, 
Heth CS (pe) 71-7371-74, б. La'O 70-74-7075, 200-6. 
Rosales 7472:7471, SSP. Choasa (nd) 74:72-71:73, A 
Рова (us) 7372-71-74; 231—A. Le escoi (Aus) 74-76- 
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Strange goes 
wire-to-wire; 
Pagunsan 6th 


Strange. "But it was worth it.” 

Korean youngster Park Jun-won rallied from 
16th place with the day's best round of 67 at the 
famed East course and took second place at 285. 

Taiwan's Lu Wei-lan shot a 71 and tied for 
third place with compatriot Yeh Chang-ting (75) 
and England's Chris Rodgers (72) at 286. 

‘Then came Pagunsan, a two-time runner-up 
in this event when he was the country's top ama- 
teur He closed out with a par 72 to wind up ina 
tie for sixth at 288 with Australian Unho Park 
(72). They won $6,300 each (about P318,000). 

Pagunsan, the winner of the The Country 
Club Invitational early this year on his pro debut, 
came within two strokes of Strange in the third 
round but dropped five strokes in the last three 
holes and fell out of contention with а 74. 

Tied for third after the third round, Cookie 
120 wound up in a deadlock for eighth after 
carding a 75 for 289, along with Aussies Gary 
‘Simpson (72) and Jason Dawes (70) 

Gerald Rosales, the 2000 champion at Riviera 
and second placer last year, submitted a 71 and 
shared 12th spot with SSP Chowrasia (73) of In- 
Фа and Adam Porter (74) of Australia with 290 
tallies. They won $3,176 each. 

‘Angelo Que ballooned to a final round 76 for 

292, in a tie with another notable, 2002 win- 

‘ner Rick Gibson, who fired a 75. 


year’s Myanmar Open. 
He had earlier rounds of 68-70-72. 

Strange scattered four birdies in his 

first 14 holes and bogeys on the 15th 
and 17th did litle to stow him down. 

This tournament will be the Asian 

Tours kickoff leg next year with the 
purse to be increased to $500,000. 
Wack Wack will remain as host until 
2008. 

Strange became the second 
straight Australian winner of the event af- 
ter Adam Le Vesconte, who prevailed at 
Mount Malarayat last year. Le Vesconte 
fired а 71 and finished tied for 15th spot at 
291. 

Marvin Dumandan won low amateur hon- 
ors, firing a 74 for 296 to finish four up on Jay 
Bayron (79). Michael Bibat wound up third 
21301 after a75. 


7071 4 Kruszon (US) 7371-7671, B. Huma (Soo) 69-76-74- 
72; 2%9—А Presnel (Ns) 7375424. 1 ign (Ger) 72- 
757242,6. Rusnak (US) 7167972, A Kang (US) 7272- 
7474, M Both (us) 7370-74-75, R. Gbson (Can) 70:72:75- 
7S R Mok (Aus) 77-5071-75, A Ove 71157016 294M 
Pacay 72757473, A R Zahari Mes) 7370-7873, Wang TG 
(Ibe) 7472-76-72, € Sakado 78-70-71-75, U. Sogh Mandy 
и] 75:44676. 25. Aas (us) 7471-77-73, R 15- 
ral Mas] 7-767275 G Mam (nd) TT 
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Filipinos buck Torre defeat to down Ecuadorans 


By Roy Luarca 


TURIN, ITALY—THE PHILIPPINES STRUCK 
оп the lower boards Saturday to тошке 
Ecuador, 3-1, and get back on track in the 37th 
‘Chess Olympiad at the Olympic Village here. 

‘Two-time national champion Darwin Laylo 
and Fide Masters Oliver Dimakiling and Wes- 
ley So won their games on boards 2, З and 4, 
respectively, to compensate for the loss of 
‘Grandmaster Eugene Torre on board 1. 

.. The Filipinas, weren't as ску, however, as 
they bowed to the Belarusians, 2.5-1.5, and 
tumbled anew in the distaff side. 

"Handling white, Armyman Laylo beat In- 
temational Master Daniel Miles in 47 moves 
of a Colle System Opening while former La 
Salle star Dimakiling deftly handled black to 
down Miguel Medina in 43 moves of a Ret. 


The 12-year-old So, an incoming high 
school freshman at St. Francis-Bacoor, fin- 
ished off the Ecuadorians by trouncing IM 
Plinio Pazos in 60 moves of a Modem De- 
fense. 

Their second victory against three draws 
and a lone loss to the United Sates (25-1.5) 
gave the 3Sth-seeded Filipinos 145 points, 
good for a share of 30th-39th places in the 
men's division now led by Armenia with 18. 

Тор favorite Russia fell to third with 17 
points after absorbing a 2.5-1.5 beating from. 
the Netherlands in round 6. 

“Another win and we'll be in a good posi- 
tion,” said men’s skipper Sammy Estimo. 

‘That wont be easy, though, as the Filipinos 
are slated to face the all-GM Icelanders, 
ranked 27th, in round 7 on Sunday. 

Estimo will be fielding GM Mark Paragua 


‘Round 6 standings 

MER: 18— Armenia, 175 Nests, 
Isi, Belarus; 165 Unde, United 
Эле, Sweden id 16—Ubekistn, 
George, Cach Rei, imo Ой 
Poland, Bud 155—84oi, Dena. 


Thai shuttlers ' 
just too tough 
for Asuncions 


Top RP pair settles for 2nd 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 
MASHED TO PIECES. Y 


"That was how Thailand ended the country's badminton aspirations in the mixed 
loubles final of the Bingo Bonanza Philippine Open championships yesterday at 


“the Philsports. 

The world No. 11 pair of Sudket Pra- 
<pakamol and Saralee Thoungthongkam 
“unleashed their finest forms to deal the 
‘pountrys pride, Kennie and Kennevic 
“Asuncion, a 21-18, 21-16 decision last 


5. The Thais kept the shuttlecock low then 
“hammered it at every opportunity to spoil 
“the Filipinos’ breakthrough bid for the title 
n the four-star toumey. 
Malaysian Hafiz Hashim, the worlds 
‘No. 11, kept his brother, Roslin, at bay to 
‘secure a 21-19, 21-7 win in their men'ssin- 
Jes showdown and clinch the biggest 
Purse of the tournament worth $9,600. 
* Saina Nehwal of Indian, only 16, fin- 
ished off world No. 66 Pen Xian Julia 
‘Wong of Malaysia, 21-15, 22-20, to run 
‘away with the women’ singles tide. 


Unranked Hong Kong shurtlers Albertus 
Susanto Njoto and Yohan Hadikusumo 
Wiratama whipped up an exciting upset 
victory over world 26 Hendra Gunawan 
and Joko Riyadi of Indonesia, 15-21, 21- 
19, 21-18, for the meris doubles title. 

"The al-Indonesian women's doubles 
went to world No. 21 Gresya Polii and Jo 
Novita, who downed Nur Sugianti Endang 
and Rani Mundiasti, 21-16, 21-13, in the 
event sponsored by JVC, PLDT and Smart. 

“The Asuncions, whose best finish in an 
international event was a bronze medal in 
the 2003 Southeast Asian Games in Viet- 
nam, kept the match close but the Thais 
were simply better. 

"Ме made a lot of errors but that's how 
the game is, said the 29-year-old Кепліе, 
adding that it was their best performance 
in the three times they bowed to the Thai 


‘on board 1, GM Rogelio Antonio Jr on board 
2, Laylo on board З and Dimakiling on board 
4 
"Torre, who yielded to GM Carlos Franco 
Matamoros in 36 moves of an English Open- 
ing, will take a rest along with So, who has 
two wins and two draws thus far. 

"The 22-year-old Paragua said he'd try to 
exact revenge against his opponent, GM 
Hannes Hlifar Stefansson, who bested him in. 
their lone meeting when he was about 10 
years od. 

‘Antonio will handle black against highly 
rated GM Johann Hjartasson (Elo 2619) 
while Laylo meets GM Henrik Danielsen. Di- 
makiling, who totes three points on three 
wins and one loss like Laylo, battles GM 
Throsur Thorhallson. 

‘Against SOth-ranked Finland, women's 


team captain Cesar Caturla will be fielding 
WIM Sheerie Joy Lomibao, WNM Catherine 
Perena and WNM Sherily Cua in that order. 

Lomibao will be pitted against WIM Nina 
Sammalvuo and Perefia against WIM Tanja 
Rantanen. 

Fereña, a senior Sports Science student of 
the University of the Philippines, yielded to 
Nadezhda Aravora while WIM Beverly Men- 
doza bowed to WIM Tatiana Berlina as the 
Filipinas dropped to a share of S0th-59th 
places. 

Cua saved the Filipinas from a shutout by 
drawing with WIM Anna Sharevich. 

National Chess Federation of the Philip- 
pines president Rep. Prospero "Butch" Pichay 
is expected to arrive at the Olympic Village. 
Sunday aftemoon to boost the morale of the 
Philippine teams. 


SARALEE Thoungthongkam lunges for the feather with partner Sudket 
Prapalcamol (right) in their match against the Asuncion siblings. — jucusronacuz 


pair, 

“Ме are just happy to play in front of 
ош countrymen, theyve been very sup- 
porive,” said Kennevic. 

The Thais wisely kept the bird low and 
put the hosts on the defensive early on 
through Prapakamofs booming smashes. 

The Asuncions, who are expected to 
move up the world ranking from their pre- 
sent rating of 69, gave up nine unforced er- 
rors in the first set alone and could only 
make two winners the entire set. 

‘Thoungthongkam and Prapakamol net- 


ted three straight returns as the Asuncions. 
came within 18-19, but Kennie missed two 
kils to give up the set. 

he count was 14-ай in the second 
when Prapakamol whipped up another of 
his powerful smashes to touch off the fiery 
‘windup which ended with a kill that went 
past the dumbfounded Kennevic at match 
point. 

The Filipinos had earlier bundled out 
two Indonesian tandems, including Syd- 
ney Olympic silver winner Т Kusharjanto 
and Minarti Timur in фе semifinals. 


Soccer: 


YOU CANT HELP BUT ADMIRE MARIO 
Schuff, the Ambassador of Argentina to 
[the Philippines. 

‘The portly, vibrant Señor Schuff is a 
concemed diplomat who doesn't hesitate 
to help others. 

He's particularly alarmed whenever he 
sees somerhing wrong going on. 

He also happens to be an honest, dedi- 
cated sportsman out to spread the gospel 
of even development through games, 
mainly football. 

Himself full of life, Schuff, of German 
descent, did not hesitate to manifest ur- 
gent concem as he noted that the Philip- 
pines has not been enjoying all the good- 
ness and gladness available to all nations 
ofthe world through the game of soccer. 
| With the gloomy look of things in 

playgrounds around Metro Manila, a 
visiting sports lover would readily sus- 
pect that football doesn't exist in the 
country 

О, to put it more bluntly, the univer- 
sal game that’s embraced and followed 
passionately like religion by practically 
| all nations on the planet has yet to be 

invented and introduced hereabouts. 

How can that be? Schuff wondered. 
in protest. 
| This was last Thursday at the 

exquisite Cafe Ysabel on the tree-lined 
side of P Guevarra in San Juan, not too 


Look who's betraying the Filipino youth 


early nex month. 


Recab 
Trinidad. 


far from the old Marcos residence. 

You see, with his solid build and firm 
face, its hard to imagine the ambas- 
sador shedding tears. 

But you could feel the man in griefas he 
noted, in sheer disbelief, the continuing 
death of football in the Philippines. 

He rued the waste of talent and un- 
tapped greatness. 

He manifested alarm during the local 
launch by officers of ATR-Torres Worlds 
Best Wines and Spirits, headed by Dr Ruel 
Reyes, ofa line of Sta. Julia spirits from Ar- 
gentina. 

“The affair, a roast-out, gauchostyie, al- 
зо coincided with an Argentine national 
day when theres feasing all over that 
county. 

The way Ambassador Schuff would ex- 
plain, his countrymen are already setting 
up for the forthcoming international spors 
picnic, more popularly known as the 
World Cup, the quadrennial football 
championship to be played in Germany 


Brazil is the defending champion, 
Germany a strong favorite, but Argenti- 
па could be considered а dark horse. 

"Well, we happen to have won the 
Olympic soccer gold in Athens in 2004," 
Schuff reminded with a naughty wink. 

Of course, what most Filipino sports 
fans had not overlooked was that the 
Argentine national basketball team led 
by Manu Ginobili also won the gold 
medal in the Athens Olympics. 

Anyway Ambassador Schuff ex- 
plained why he has been grieving over 
the state of football їп the Philippines: IF 
there's one people in Asia that's perfect- 
ly fit to play and excel in soccer it's the 
Filipino. 

Yes, he swore, the Filipino has the 
build, the grace, the quickness, native 
gifts that have made countries like 
Brazil and Argentina itself revered pow- 
ersin the universal game of soccer. 

Searching for a solution to the puzzle, 
the good ambassador could only shake his 
head in disbelief 

Why, soccer is a game perfect for Fil- 
ipinos, he repeated. 

No need to explain the fact that, unlike 
in basketball where shorclimbed natives 
have had to reach for the sky to score, the. 
goal is jus there at ground level, always 


within reach, for the Filipino campaigner 

Why why why? 

No, Ambassador Schuff did not want to 
condemn. 

But he said something must be done to 
correct the sordid situation, 

"The government owes it to the youth of 
the land, to all sports loving citizens. 

In a way, Schuff must've smelled be- 
trayal here. 

“1 know your football officials are 
getting big money from Fifa, the world 
football body, every year” Schuff bared. 

He did not say how much, but the an- 
nual amount received by invisible Fil- 
ipino officials —the names Romualdez 
and Айай came to fore—must have 
amounted toa fortune. 

We say invisible football officials be- 
cause they are again unseen and un- 
heard once they have visited the bank. 

There's practically no sign that some- 
thing is being spent to revive soccer 
here. 

‘An investigation appears in order. 

Now, if the top officials of the Philip- 
pine Football Federation would at least 
bother to buy a coffin for the sport 
they've helped kill, something may yet 
happen to soccer in the Philippines. 

‘Sorry, but even this sleepy govern- 
ment, no thanks to rampant corruption, 
would not qualify as pallbearer. 


The son 
also rises 


THE RECENT AP- 
pointment by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo of sportsman 
Arnold “Ali” Atienza 
as Presidential As- 
sistant on Youth and 
Sports is a welcome 
news. 

With his youth 
and energy, man- 
agement expertise R. IHigo 
(Gs chair of the 
Manila Sports Council since 2001), not to 
mention his passion for sports, the 33-year- 
old Ali isalwaysa source of pride and inspira- 
tion to our national athletes. То residents of 
Manila, һе isa young man going places who 
could very well carry on the legacy of his 
popular father, Mayor Lito Atienza. 

‘Ali became the Asian taekwondo champi- 
‘on in 1994 when he was only 21. In 2001 at 
the age of 28, he was named Manila Sports 
Council chair, becoming the youngest ever to 
supervise the sports program of the countrys 
premier city During his term, Manila success- 
fully hosted the annual under-17 Manila 
Youth Games, the MY National Invitational 
and the mass oriented Manila Marathon. 

Оп the Manila Sports Council, Ali said the. 
thrust of the Masco program is to look for 
young, raw but highly motivated athletes 
from the grassroots and polish their skills and 
eventually transform them into world-class 
athletes. “This program has paid off because 
within a years time our athletes have domi- 
nated sports at the national level. In less than 
two years, Masco has produced junior world 
and intemational champio 

Ali also noted that for many decades, most 
of those who gained prominence in the 
sporting scene came from families that had 
the means to support their financial and lo- 
gistical needs. “Hardly could you see a young 
тал or woman coming from the grassroots 
become champion athletes, except in few 
cases where some were lucky enough to 
catch the attention of generous sponsors.” 

“We owe these sponsors a lot. These are 
the engines that keep sports going." 


CLEAN © 
LIVING 


HAZARDS OF CONTACT SPORTS: Who 
is to blame when athletes suffer injuries in 
‘contact sports such as soccer, boxing, Ameri- 
can football, wrestling, baseball and basket- 
ball? No one is to blame. 

According to a recent court decision, ath- 
Jeres assumed the risk of injury whenever 
they took part in spons, particularly in con- 
tacı spons. Anyone participating in contact 
spons such as baskerball and boxing can ex- 
pect some of the contacts to be hard on the 
head and body Bruises, sprains, broken 
bones, concussions—even deaths—have 
been known to occur. 

їп an arde writen for London's Sunday 
“Telegraph Review, Dr James Le Fanu said the 
modem athlete is vulnerable о а host of ail- 
ments. Some pitfalls facing the athlete: sud- 
den death and a bewildering variety of acute 
injuries to bone and muscles. 

PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES: My 
family and 1 extend our deepest condolences 
10 Gilbert Neo, a teammate of my son Manu 
at the Spring Cooking Oil basketball eam, on 
the demise of his father, Guillermo Gaya 
Neo, who passed away on May 27 at the age 
of 58. His body lies at the family residence at 
Robina road, General Luis St., Nagkaisang 
Nayon, Novaliches, Quezon City. 


Long shot takes Cojuangco Cup 


By Musong R. Castillo 


‘CARMONA, CAVITE—THE CLOSE FIN- 
ish validated how wide open it was. 

‘And to the consternation of oddsmak- 
èrs, a long-shot colt named Don Exe- 
quiel prevailed in the kick-off race ofthis 
years Triple Crown series at the San 
Lazaro Leisure Park here yesterday. 

‘Coaxed smartly by Ronald Baldonido, 
the fourth-ranked Don Exequiel came 
up with a finishing kick that was just 
enough to hold off a charging field and 
claim the Eduardo Cojuangco Jr Cup. 

Don Exequiel, who stalked the pace- 
setting and betting favorite Million Dol- 
lar early, finished by half a length ahead 


of Special Edition, who in turn nosed out 
Jet Sutter. Tigres In Action was less than. 
a length behind Jet Sutter for fourth. Ba- 
tong Silyar sented for fifth. 

‘The win, worth P1.2 million, was the 
biggest for the Bench Mark ош of Belle 
Epoque progeny, and it clearly estab- 
lished Don Exequiel as the horse to beat 
for the remainder ofthe series. 

“He (Don Exequie ran a gallant 
race,” said owner Hermie Esguerra, who 
named the horse after his late father 
“Rarely do you find horses who run with 
aloof heart" 

Don Exequiel, who won the second 
leg of the Road to Triple Crown series in 
the same come-from-behind manner 


last month, tumed in quarter dockings 
of 24, 23', 25, 28 for a 1-minute-41 sec- 
ond docking over the mile. 

A natural stayer, the chestnut Don Ex- 
equiel was wheeled into the fight by Bal- 
бопійо сапу as Million Dollar, the only 
specdball in the field, set a comfortable 
Pace up until the mic-backstretch, 

‘Baldonido found room when the field 
hit the last bend and, after dispatching 
Batong Silyar and Million Dollar, Don 
Exequiel held on with Special Edition. 
charging from the outside. 

“The race was wide opén that Million 
Dollar, the favorite, was only able to cor- 
ner P253,159 out of the total pool of 
P866,326. Don Exequiel sold P88,993. 


NCA int'l cockfest today 

THE HEAVYWEIGHTS OF PHILIPPINE COCKFIGHT- 
ing colide starting today with rivais from the United 
States, Canada, Japan and Malaysia in the NCA Inter- 
national 8-Cock Derby at the Roligon Mega Cockpit in 
Paranaque Cty Te first of more han 75 wor cal 
ibecfigts starts at 4 pm. The three-day cockest 
(May 29, 31 and June 2 ) is hosted by Rep. Iggy Ar- 
royo, Gov. Ito Ynares, the Sundance Group, JV 
Magsaysay. Ric de Guzman, Rene Medina and Frlly 
Group. Meanwhile, today ste submission of entres. 
in tomorrow's Kayang-Kaya 5-Cock Derby. For in- 
 quiries, сай 851-2275, 833-1638 or 852-9812. 


Anniversary derby june 7 
THEWIJ SPORTS AND AMUSEMENT CORP. OPER- 
ator of cockfighting and other sports events at Макай 
Coliseum, will present the First Anniversary 5-Cock 
Derby on Jue 7. Tobe sponsored by В-Ме Derby 
‘Ace, Ino derby dangles а guaranteed prize o P1 mil- 
lion. Entry fee is P25,000. The WT.) promoters Lito 
 Oriliaza, Rudy Salud and William Co expect no less. 


SPORTSWATCH 


than 100 fights for the derby. Meanwhile, partners 
Lito Alcantara and Boy Valenzuela wil host a 3-cock 
derby this Saturday atthe same venue with P200,000 
їп guaranteed prizes at stake. For inquiries, сай 896- 
3545 or 895-6475. 


Arnismaster 6-cocker set 
WELL-KNOWN HOTELIER AND GAMEFOWL BREED- 
өг Biboy Enriquez joins forces with equally prominent. 
‘cocker and sportsman Raymond Velayo in the stag- 
ing ofthe Rrebird-Arnismaster 6-Cock Derby at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum tomorrow and on Thursday. The 
hosts wif present more than 60 entries composed of 
the league's finast pit masters fielding their signature 
lies of gamecocks. This two-day tussle wil serve as 
a prelude to the forthcoming World Slasher Cup and 
is expected to bea tune-up fight for most of those 
seeing action in the WSC. Submission of weights Is 
set from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. today and on May 31. The 
43rd edition of the WSC is set on June 13, 15 and 17. 
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SPORTS 
Coca-Cola Tigers gain 


Wade waxes 
hot, again 


Heat take 2-1 lead 


MIAMI—DWAYNE WADE SCORED 35 POINTS AND FUELED A 
game-ending run as Miami beat Detroit 98-83 Saturday to t 


lead in the National Basketball Association Eastern Conference finals. 


Shaquille ONeal collected 27 
points and 12 rebounds for the Heat, 
"who took a 2-1 lead in the best-of 
seven series and are halfway to 
avenging a seven-game loss to De- 
troit in last year's conference finals. 
‘The Heat can put the Pistons on 
the brink of elimination Monday, 
when they host Game 4. 
Meanwhile, the Phoenix Suns 
play the Dallas Mavericks at home in. 
Game 3 oftheir own series Sunday. 
‘The Pistons never led after the 
first three minutes of the contest but 
opened the fourth quarter with an in 85-79, 
11-0 run to close within 74-73 on but Wade 
back-to-back three-pointers by answered 
‘Chauncey Billups with 7:45 left. with two 
Miami coach Pat Riley called a foul shots 
timeout and his two superstars and An- 
promptly delivered consecutive bas- toine Walk. 
kets to restore order. 
Wade drove to the rim and con- 


79-73 lead. 


Tight play” 


your time" 
need.” 


"They put the ball in my 
hands and trust me to make the 
said Wade. 
teammates depend on me 
Guys look at me and say its 
Thats all you 


My 


Richard Hamilton made. 
four free throws to bring 
Detroit with- 


er fed Udonis Haslem for a jumper to 
restorea 10-point ead. 


AFP 


verted a difficult three-point play to 
begin the 24-10 burst and ONc 
added a hook shot in the lane fora 


MIAMI'S Shaquille O'Neal stuffs it in over 


Dale Davis of Detroit. ” 


na 


q finals, thwart Air21 


By June Navarro. 


COCA-COLA REFUSED TO BE RATTLED BY 
‘Air21's stingy full-court trap to secure a convinc- 
ing 87-73 win and a quarterfinal berth in the 
Gran Matador-PBA Philippine Cup last night at 
the Araneta Coliseum. 

Ali Peek powered his way to 20 points while 
Gerard Francisco and Billy Mamaril contributed 
key minutes to lead the Tigers to the quarterfinals 
for the first time after finishing dead-last the past 
two conferences. 

“Everybody gave everything they had to com- 
pensate for our matchup problems,” said Coca- 
Cola coach Binky Favis, whose Tigers will face the 
fourth-seeded Alaska Aces in a best-of-five quar- 
terfinal series after the wildcard phase. 

Will Antonio was supposed to put а body on 
the flashy Nino Canaleta but rode the bench 


throughout because of a sprained left ankle: 
Francisco gladly picked up the cudgels for the ail- 
ing Antonio. 

Mamarils timely incursions, highlighted by a 
three-point play off Yancy De Ocampo, restored 
the momentum back to the Tigers, who saw a 15- 
point lead razed to 54-53 in the third. 

But Peek clustered five points in the opening 
minutes of the fourth to pad the Coca-Cola cush- 
ion to 72-57, before Francisco drilled in a couple 
of long-range bombs to setle the issue. 

The scores: 

COCA-COLA EI ook 20, Reavis 12,4 1, Fran- 
cisco 9, Miranda 8 Aigo 8, Матай 6, Абалап 6, Singson 
S Cdi? 

 NIR21 73—Canaleta 15, Padila 13, Arboleda 13, De Ocam- 
POR. 10, De Ocampo 10, Aver 8, Ten 4, Dacia 0, Bardo 
0.820. 

Quarters 21-27, 48-98, 67-57, 87-73 


Federer starts Paris challenge 


PARIS—TOP SEED ROGER FEDERER STARTS 
his French Open quest on Sunday with a first 
round match against qualifier Diego Hartfield of 
Argentina. 

The Swiss was supposed to play Frenchman 
Amaud Clement but the world No. 56 pulled out 
on Friday witha groin injury. 

Federer is aiming to become only the sixth 
‘man to win all four grand slams at least once. 

“The world No. 1 is followed on to center court 
by his female counterpart, Amelie Mauresmo, 
who plays American Meghann Shaughnessy. 


Gorres outclasses 
Colombian rival 


‘TALENTED FILIPINO Z "THE DREAM" GORRES, 
fighting for the second time under Oscar Dela 
Ноуа Golden Boy Promotions, mauled Colom- 
bian Pedro Rincon Miranda yesterday in their 10- 
round fight at the Home Depot Genter in Carson. 
City, California. The bout was in the undercard of 
the WBO bantamweight duel between title-holder 
Jhonny Gonzalez and challenger Fernando Mon- 
tiel. Gonzalez won by split decision. Gorres (24-1- 
1, 12 KOs), holder of the OPBF super flyweight ti- 
tle, dominated Miranda (31-11-2, 25 KOs), knock- 
ing down the Colombian in rounds one, five and 
10. AN three judges scored it 100-87 for Gorres, 
who solidified his position as the WBOS No. 1 ju- 
niorbantam. Salven L. Lagumbay, contributor 


Dutch battlecry lives on 


AMSTERDAM—THE NETHERLANDS WILL 
head to the World Cup next month with a sim- 
ple mantra hammered into them by their ex- 
pectant fans: "Dont lose to Germany” 

Half a century after the end of World War I 
and the German occupation, lingering Dutch 
resentment of their giant neighbour to the east 
often bubbles to the surface when the two 
countries meet on а football field. 

‘And Dutch fans are already contemplating 
the possibility of an explosive quarterfinal 
‘meeting against the hosts in Berlin on June 30. 

“You just don't want to lose to Germans. The 
‘worst-case scenario is that Germany wins this 


World Cup,” football fan Joris Rotmans said. 

Whether its bitterness over World War I or 
the enduring heartache of Holland's defeat in 
the 1974 World Cup final, playing Germany 
makes the Dutch behave quite strangely. 

Former Dutch intemational Ronald Koeman 
admitted using a German player's shirt as toilet 
paper in 1988. Two years later soft-spoken 
Frank Rijkaard, now the coach of Barcelona, 
spat at German striker Rudi Voeller. 

For this World Cup, Dutch fans can don 
bright orange replicas ofthe German World 
War Il army helmet and wipe their feet on the 
German flag courtesy of a special doormat. AFP 


Pole-sitter Schumacher sent to back of the grid 


MONTE CARLO, MONACO—MICHAEL 
‘Schumacher was stripped of pole position 
at the Monaco Grand Prix after stewards 
ruled he deliberately stopped his car on 
the circuit during Saturday's qualifying. 
‘The seven-time world champion will 
start from the back of the grid in Sundays 
race, while Femando Alonso will start 
from pole with Mark Webber of Williams 


moving up to second. 

After sening the fastest lap of 1 minute, 
13.898 seconds early in the final section of 
qualifying, Schumacher appeared to lose 
control of his Ferrari оп his final lap and 
stalled out on the track on the final tum. 

Others, including defending world 
champion Alonso, were behind him trying. 
toseta fastest lap. 
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‘Alonso had looked like he was about to 
do it, but had to slow down and avoid 
Schumacher’ саг 

While Schumacher was still waving to 
the crowd cheering him for getting pole 
position, the stewards announced they 
had launched an investigation into the in- 
ident. Schumacher was called in to ex- 
plain his actions. 


wens 


"(There was) no justifiable reason (to 
stop) with such undue excessive and un- 
usual pressure at this part of the circuit...” 
the stewards ruling said. 

Almost eight hours after the session 
ended and after viewing evidence and 
comparing data, the stewards ruled that it 
was a driving infringement and deleted ай 
his times from the qualifying. 
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‘TV SCHEDULES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE. 


Fourth-seeded Russian Maria Sharapova, who 
arrived in Paris very short of match practice, faces 
another American in Mashona Washington. 

Hamburg Masters Series winner Tommy Ro.. 
bredo takes on Czech Tomas Zib and third seed 
David Nalbandian faces Stanislas Wawrinka. АР 


THE BEST HAIR TRANSPLANTS 
GO UNNOTICED!!! 


BEVERLY HILLS 
TRAINED HAIR TRANSPLANT 
EUN, DR. ANDREW б. PINEDA 


> 16 years experience in hair transplants 

> has done over 4,000 patients 

> best results 

> affordable prices 

> hair transplants can be done on 
eyebrows, eyelashes, sideburns, scars 
and mustache 

> Dr. Pineda's results are artistically 
oriented to fit your image 

> open door policy, see and talk to 
patients 

> airfare reimbursement (call for detail) 
A LIFETIME DECISION! 

GO PINEDAHAIR CLINICS! 
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STANDINGS By Jaane We Po. 


China 
Chinese-Taipei 
Kazakhstan 
Thailand 
{ Japan 
Philippines 
Indonesia 
GAMES TOMORROW 
(Rizal Coliseum) 
2pm—Hisamisu 
‘Selyaku Springs (Japan) 
vs Garuda (indonesia 
4 p.m.—Accel (RP) vs 
Tenjn Bridgestone (Chin) 
€ p.m—Rahat (Kaza- 
Khatan) vs Sang Som 
(Traiano) 


(CHINESE-TAIPEI’S EXPERIMENT ALMOST 
backfired as the Taiwanese struggled in the 
early going before slipping past Indonesia, 
25-21, 25-17, 25-14, in the 2006 Asian Wom- 
en's Club volleyball championship yesterday 
1 di attheRizal Coliseum. 

“Our players’ attitude and strength were not 
good,” said coach Kuang Hung Lin, who steered 
the Taiwanese to а runner-up finish last year. “In 
today's game, we allowed everybody to play It 
‘was not our normal strategy.” 

Lin Chingi powered Chinese-Taipei to its 
fourth win in five games with а match-high 15 
points highlighted by eight kills and six aces. 

In the second match, Thailand thoroughly 
outplayed a surprisingly sluggish Japan squad, 
25-9, 25-10, 25-23, to level its card at 22. 
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In the nightcap, defending champion China 
streaked to its fifth straight set victory with a 25- 
15, 25-16, 25-19 decision versus Kazakhsta 

“We expect to win our last two games,” said 
‘Thai coach Chanbunchee Suttichai. “We are 
lucky to win because Japan didn't play well." 

‘Team captain Sangmuang Patcharee deliv- 
егей 12 of Thailand's 42 kills, while Japan could 
only answer with a measly 19. 

Chinese-Taipei retumed to its dominating 
form by opening the third set with seven straight 
points, including three aces from Lin, 7-1. 

Indonesia tried to remain in the game when 
Rahayu Ratih Pupita saved a match point, but a 
Lin spike closed out the match. 

Indonesia saved two match points in the fist 
set, rallying behind Wenny Evitasari to close in 
at 24.21 after trailing at 23-15. But an error al- 
Towed Chinese-Taipei to claim the opener. 


Iloilo Warriors 
scuttle Lagun 


ILOILO CITY—THE ILOILO WARRIORS FLEXED 
their muscles just hard enough to crush the visiting 
Laguna-Sta. Rosa Pistons, 103-71, Friday nightin the 
2006 Guerrero Brandy-NBC national basketball 
‘championship at the University of San Agustin gym 
here. it was the second most lopsided game in the 
Conference after the 110-74 setback suffered by the 
Pistons atthe hands ofthe Valencia Golden Harvest 
last May 20. Rhagnee Sinco of ойо led all scorers 
with 24 points. Five others scored in double figures 
for the Warriors, who posted only their second win in 
six games. Francis Sanz added 16 points, Eldrin Se- 
nierez had 15, while Ruel Balgos, Loreto Bautista and 
Paul Poral tallied 12 each for lolo. The Pistons of 
Gov. Teresita “Ningning” Lazaro and Mayor Joey 
Katindig absorbed their 10th straight loss. 


Sabal halts 
B'navista 
streak at 2; 
Manipol 
also rules 


THE NEW BALANCE POWER RACE 2006 YES- 
terday at the Bonifacio Global City saw the 
changing of the guard in Philippine endurance. 
running. 

Two-time Olympian Eduardo Buanavista’s 
streak of two Power Race titles ended as reigning 
Milo Marathon champion Cresenciano Sabal 
stole the spotlight from his friend and idol. 

Sabal, who hails from Sultan Kudarat just like 
Buenavista, pulled away four kilometers into the 
25К race and never looked back. He finished in a 
record time of 1 hour, 21 minutes and 19 seconds. 

"Buenavista just came from BMT (basic mili 
tary training) and that’s probably the reason whyT 
beat him,” said the 27-year-old Sabal in Filipino. 

Sabal, also a member of the Philippine Army, 
beat Buenavista in a race forthe first time. 

isabel Martes, the 2005 Southeast Asian 
marathon queen, was also dethroned by SEAG 
10,000 meters winner Mercedita Manipol. 

The 26-year-old Manipol, who competed in 
the 25K race for the first time, said Martes was al- 
so probably out of shape, having gone through 
the same BMT training as Buenavista. 

‘Buenavista settled for second place at 1:25:50. 
Placing third was veteran Bernardo Desamito, 
who docked 1:26:23, in the race supported by 
Planet Sports, The Athletes Foot, Air New 
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CRESENCIANO Sabal crosses the finish 
unchallenged, winning by more than 4 minutes. 


Zealand, Jam 88.3, Men's Health Magazine, Fit- 
ness First, Tokyo Tokyo, Rush, Bullfighter, Banco 
de Oro, Citibank, Vacation Club International, Vi- 
ча Mineral Water, Powerade, Hero, Alaxan FR, 
and Powerbar 

Manipol closed 1:37:36, easily beating Martes, 
the 2005 Milo Marathon champ, who came in a 
1:43:12. Jho-An Banayag of Davao was third in 
1:43:35. 

The Sabal brothers also made yesterday's New 
Balance Power Race a family affair as 24-year-old 
Elmer placed third in the 10K race and the 26- 
year-old Gerald finished second in the SK тил. 

he Tolentino sisters of Cagayan de Oro also 
went home big winners as 19-year-old Aileen 
topped the 10K race and 22-year-old Ellen ruled 
the SK run. Placing second and third, respectively 
in the women's SK run were Jhanna and Jesica 
Marle, respectively. 

Capturing the men's crown in the 10K race 
was former marathon king Allan Ballester. Plac- 
ing second was Alley Quisay. 

The meris SK run was ruled by Ben Alejandri- 
по and placing third was пепео Raquin. Alejan- 
drino and Raquin helped University of Santo 
“Tomas take the intercollegiate race trophy. 

Placing second in the SK intercollegiate race 
was La Salle led by Roy Ocon and Mark Шайа: 
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Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
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spent her birthday 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


°М A FAN OF DITSI CAROLI- 

по,” award-winning actress 

Cherry Pie Picache says of the 
acclaimed documentarian behind 
“Minsan Lang Sila Bata” and “Bun- 
so." 

The first movie is about child labor, the latter, 
about juvenile justice. Both causes that are espe- 
cially close to Cherry Pie's heart. 

‘The actress says she has always been aware of 
the dire conditions in local prisons where chil- 
dren, some only 8 years old, are thrown in with 
hardened criminals. 

“T first heard about juvenile justice from pro- 
life advocates—t'm against the death penalty” 
Cherry Pie says. “I don't even let mosquitoes bite 
my 4-year-old son Anton. Thats why I became 
seriously involved with the plight of children in. 
the penal system. T work closely with, the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP) and the Philippine Action for Youth Of- 
fenders (Payo)." 

She lauds Payo and other non-government or- 
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аопт 
usually talk 
about my 
advocacy 
work, but 
this is 
different; 
Td really 
like more 
people to 
take it up’ 
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ganizations for their work that resulted in the 
passage last week of the Juvenile Justice and 
Welfare Act of 2006, or RA 9344. 

"Now these kids are no longer called criminals 
‘or youth offenders, but Children in Conflict with 
the Law (CICL),” Cherry Pie darifies. 

Says Rudy Diamante of Payo: “The law was 
championed by Sen. Francis Pangilinan. 1 com- 
mend Cherry Pie's efforts because she helps the 
public, through the media, become more aware 
of the problem.” 

“I dont usually talk about my advocacy 
work; Cherry Pie points out. "But T made an ex- 
ception with CICL because I want more people to 
take itup. When [discussed this at the press con- 
ference of my latest movie ‘Manay Po; | was sur- 
prised to leam that some reporters didn't even 
know about this." 

Cherry Pie plans to set up her own founda- 
tion, to collaborate with the 21 or so NGOs al- 
ready campaigning for juvenile justice. 

She celebrated her birthday on May 27 with 
the children in Cradle, at Camp Bagong Diwa, 
Bicutan, "as a jump-off point [for the founda- 
tion] " Cradle is a successful CICL center and the 
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Gary V’s ‘Relevance’ 


OW DOES GARY VALENCIANO 
H stay relevant 23 years after he hit 

the concert stage and created 
monster hits? 

‘Twink Lagdameo, MTV Philippines di- 
rector for talent/artist relations, credits 
Gary V's "creativity dedication and passion 
for music.” 

Lagdameo explained: "Its all the things 
that he does, taken together, that make him 
unique. There's also his desire to constantly 
create something new, something totally 
different." 

То his generation, Gary V has become an 
icon. To this generation's children, who аге 
in the process of discovering him, Gary V is 
an awesome pop persona. To the latter 
group belongs Gary's son Gab, 17. 

"My Dad's heart is with the youth," Gab 
seid. "The reason he continues to be rele- 
vant is that people are like, 1 wanna do 
what he does, accomplish what he's done. I 
wanna be as great as he is.’ He's a good role 

an artist-performer as well as a 


То the audience who watched Gary per- 
form live on Friday at an SM theater to 
launch his latest album aptly titled "Rele- 
vance,” the singer is as much of a friend as 

heis an idol. 
Hours after the show ended, Gary was 
still signing autographs and chatting with 
GARY А26 
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BYTOM ARMSTRONG 


YEAN? WELL, TS 

NOT THE WAY 

WE HUMANS: 
bo IT! 


UGHTEN UP, 

LITTLE GUY... THAT'S 

JUST THE WAY WE 
0065 T 
ONE ANOTHER y) 


CHEV. WATEHIT; se 
Bobby Yourey ^, %3 
SNIFFING ME THERE Jmn X 
[AGAIN AND IM 
CALLING IU ^^. rc 


BABY BLUES 


MUKHANG 


ANDITO, 
SA FAINT 
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BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


Loe, T OW THE койко, 
бее A Ue foot gur Tames 
Ме UNDER: CONTROL NON. 
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TO PEA 
NEW 
RECORD. 


ATOMO AND WEBOY BY LYRAGARCELLANO 
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ForRNew, iF We ONLY AND вч тне Time We 
SING мец. We'D Be | sHow it on ту мео Be 
MAKING A Music. | So PoPULAR PEOPLE 
ost PLUME WOULD Do ANYTHING 
Just Te HAVE MY AVTO- 
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BY FRANCIS DRAKE 
YOU BORN TODAY: You're fresh and innovative, but also conservatively traditional. You want to make the world a better 
place. You're intelligent; you express yourself well. Whatever you do, you're not a quitter: Obstacles do not deter you. Ву 


our mid-50s, you assume the mantle of leadership, and wear it proudly. A lovely, social year awaits you. New relation- 
ships can begin now. 


ARIES (March 21 to April 


Birthdate of: John F. Kennedy, 35th US president; Annette Bening, actress; Melissa Etheridge, singer. 
19): During the next three 
to four weeks, you'll enjoy 


shopping. You want to 


buy beautiful things for yourself and 
loved ones. Your ability to earn money 


can get a boost as well 
TAURUS (April 20 to May 
20): Today, fair Venus 
moves into your sign. 
This makes you look and 
feel more attractive. All 
your relationships will be friendlier in 
the next few weeks. 


GEMINI (May 21 to June 

20): Solitude in beautiful 

surroundings will please 

you in the next few 
weeks. Try to squeeze in some quiet 
time just for you. It will refresh you 
mentally. 


CANCER (June 21 to July 
22): Enjoy artistic, social 
Occasions with friends 
and groups in the next 
month. The next few weeks is one of 
the best times for any kind of group 
activity with friends and colleagues. 
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LED (July 23 to Aug. 22): 
Very favorable circum- 
stances will arise now to 
help you in business and 
your professional Ме. All 

your dealings with bosses, VIPs and 

parents will improve іп the next 


month. 
beauty is heightened now 


6 and for the next few 


weeks. Visit galleries, museums, 
parks and art exhibits. Talk to others 
about philosophical and religious 


ideas. 
ing the next several 


weeks. You have an ad- 


vantage when dealing with others. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 
22): Your appreciation of 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Gifts and goodies 
‘can come your way dur- 


Your partner might earn a bonus. The 

universe wants to give you a gift! 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 

Nov. 21): Today, Venus 

moves opposite your 

sign, where it wil stay for 

the next three to four 

weeks. This greatly improves all your 

relationships, especialy with partners. 
and close friends. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 

lo Dec. 21): Your rela- 

tionships with co-work- 

NI э: will improve in the 

next month. This is an ex- 


cellent time to resolve any difficulties 
you might have with someone. 
the arts will give you 


much pleasure in the next. 


few weeks. Romantic opportunities 
also abound! New love could come in- 
to your life. (Woo, woo.) 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to 
Jan. 19): Creative activi- 
ties and involvement with 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): Do whatever 
you can to make where 
you live look more attrac- 
tive in the nex few 
‘weeks. You might want to buy some- 
thing beautiful for your home. 
Improve in the immediate 


future. This is a good 


time for negotiations and for creating 
partnerships. 


PISCES (Feb. 
‘March 20): Your commu- 
nication with others will 


19 to 


KAILANGAN 
PANG UMALIS 
NG MGA TATAY 
‘SA IBANG 
BANSA PARA 
MAGING OCW. 


MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


Busey, TUMULONG кА 
МАМАМ SA PAGLINIS 
Ne CLASSROOM NANN! 


ANo NANAMANG PALUSOT 


‘PAG НАМАК 
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МИЕНА KA NA 
TALAGANG а 
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BY ELIZABETH СНЮМСІО 
€ ANO'NG SINAGOT NI 
TOM CRUISE ?/ 
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ecpsack 
lj дыў 


Takea 
break 


From Loi Reyes 
Landicho 
wwwprofes- 
sionalheck- 
lerblog- 
citycom), Makati 
Gity: 


GMA 75 "P 
noy Pop Super- 
star” should take a 
break, reassesses 
its format and con- 
centrate on discov- 
ering versatile tal- 
ents—with star 
quality —who can 
actually perform. 
[Previous win- 
ners] can sing, yes. 
But performers, 
they're not. 


From Paolo 
Manuel Fule, 
Azucena St., San 
Pablo City: 

To Billy John 
Punzalan: Gerald 
Santos is the best 
singing champ to 
emerge since 
Sarah Geronimo 
and Kyla. The ju- 
rors know better 
than you. 


How 
Cherry Pie 
spent her 
birthday 


From page A2-1 


actress knows it well 
"The facility ма 
‘opened last Feb. 15. 
About 261 children, 
ages 1210 17 and from 
different jails in Metro 
Manila, were brought 
here. 105 good that 
Cradies warden, Su- 
perintendent Amelia 
Talento, is a social 
worker by profession." 

IxQum Entertain- 
ment accompanied 
Cherry Pie. At Cradle, 
she was joined by 
friends, relatives, Payo 
members, her manag- 
er Ed Instrella, fellow 
actors Jaclyn Jose and 
Gardo Versoza and TV 
director Andoy Ranay. 

She couldn't have 
pulled it off without 
her friends, the birth- 
day girl says. 

"The food was pro- 
vided by caterer 
Nomie Cruz, a cooking 
diva [finalis] оп 
Makuha Ka за Tikim’ 
(the ABS-CBN cooking 
show she co-hosts). 
Unilever, a show spon- 
sor, along with Arce 
Dairy, HiTop Super- 
market and Mother 
Lily — [Monteverde, 
‘Manay Po’ producer] 
also helped" Cherry 
Pie adds. 

There's still a lot of 
‘work to be done, Cher- 
ту Pie and Rudy insist. 
“The kids constantly 
need bath soaps, 
toothpaste, shampoo 
and slippers, Five TV 
sets wouldn't hurt, ei- 
ther” she says. "Even 
old sets will do.” 

Her work with Payo 
is a chance "to share 
the blessings [I have 
been receiving)" ac- 
cording to Cherry Pie 

‘Apart from "Manay 
Po" and “Kaleldo,” 
which are both in the 
can, she is also shut- 
ting between the sets 
of the family drama "T 
Wanna Be Happy" un- 
der Seiko, and the hor- 
тог flick "Huwag Kang 
Lilingon," under Star 
Cinema, 

Her birthday wish: 
"That people will not 
ignore these kids. 
They need our help. 
‘They are our respon: 
bility Its up to the 
community to take 
charge if no one else 
wil.” 
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NOW SE AC AT 


Watch at SM Cinema and 
be part of the gang! 


Over The Hedge Movie Meal 
Exclusively available at all 
SM Cinema Snack Bars 
nationwide 


wur Eg E 


cordially inve you to the 
RED CARPET PREMIERE of 


nci WARMERS, 


staring Rob Schneider, David Spade and Jon Heder 
TONIGHT at 7:30 p.m. 
SM Mall of Asia Cinema 1 
Regular showing starts MAY 31 


SAQUATARINE 


dAASMEECA. 


PRESENTS 


JUNE 10, 2006 
SATURDAY 
CINEMA 9 + 8:30 РМ 


with special guest NYOY VOLANTE 
Tickets at (P300, P500, P800) 


Tulfo brothers too fierce for t 


By Marinel R. Cruz “If we change our style accord- 

€ P . іля to how those networks want 

T 'We just need to THERNETWORKS it we wort be as йсй Mon 

= b тате : refused to ай our м, fra gathering last мей. 
йө. show dishonest show. They said Waters з а сыер : 


look down from a tall "can't be of much help to our fel- 
building." r«oroserge we're too forceful, too low Filipinos that way. Hindi na 
соплами people that fierce for our own good,” А. akosiMon Tulfo 

н said ^ соптоуег Raffy added: “Walang 


> - sinasanto ang mga Tul- 
we're angry,SO sial journalist Mon ЧЕТ, fos. This is why we get 


ч Tulfo. Ў death threats almost every 

they realize that | Moa is the mox of уни day Thats okay Мете 
“Isumbong Mo! (Tulfo used to that.” 

7 Brothers), the RPN 9 According to Erwin, а TV net- 

wellreallyfun р novam terio sto ec ae 

> miered on May 20. He shares it and service when choosing pub- 

after them’ hosting chores with his equally lic affairs programs. He explained: 

hard-hitting younger siblings “Ifa TV channel is profit-oriented, 

Raffy and Erwin. malabnaw ang mga palabas: It's al- 


hard to get advertisers tc 

«ПАМТЕ BASCO- EL n 

THE #1 MOVIE IN THE WORLD | gram. So the three of us seriously 

WELCOME to MANILA!!! ` IB ME CIS HC BE ECE | ei wem Ei 

BAG [FOR ADULTS ony] 20919915 dictate the kind of sto- 

"VAT WILL ENTIRELY TOUCH 3 | ҮР өтт пан ао og 
YOUR HEART AND SOUL." g^ | di stand for public service.” 

-Andre White, Daily TRIBUNE E In the hour-long show, Mon 


“ { ES 4 d tackles complaints filed against 
rire mel government officials and men in 
HOPE THAT 15 GENUINE AND 4 а + L uniform. Raffy handles commu- 
STIRRING.” оо tice riesco E 4 Я nity problems, such as unfair la- 
CAPTIVATING MOVIE THAT cT bot practices or crises in garbage 9móngthethree 
(ES YOU SMILE, LAUGH AND : EI. Я t collection. NC 
ERY,” -susan Granger, MODAMAG.COM R E “Erwin is in charge of exposés bedi need їч 
= and surveillance,” Mon said. honest people thi 
hats his specialty” they realize that 
Mon talked to INuner Enter- fter them. Mati 
tainment more lengthily: 


WEVE MADE A MENTAL NOTE — — — —— 
THE to watch the new play, "Doubt," 
playing at the RCBC Theater 


A VINCI from June 2 to 24. 
‘Aside from its being a Tony 


CODE and Pulitzer Prize-winner, John Nestor 
Patrick Shanleys play is a — 
са - E| should-see because it tackles U- Torre _ 
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Gil, in the magazine TV show, ("Doubt" is dir 
“Sanlinggo,” with Pete Roa, Arespacochaga. 
Bey Vito and Gigi Lacson as со: jay Glorioso an. 
hosts. | za, Call Atlanti 
Rosemarie was a beautiful tel, 892-7078.) 
and gifted actress in those days, 
but she was new to TV hosting, Feedback 
зо we had to boost her confi- FROM Lea Umali 
dence. In so doing, we became Quezon: “I've re. 
rather close—and, with her, her malls did not sho: 
entire family—hubby Eddie Code’ because S 
Mesa, and their children rate policy not 
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That early, we saw great po- commend this fi 
tential in Cherie, and knew that the  family-frien: 
she would one day come into May SM grow : 
her own as an actress Macs wee DA 
To leave the nest, yer Niccolo, he's the good Aetion Te did по 

ooking and talented grandson do 
some men just Sie Кый Manakan, иһ was Mee 
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conscious. I didn't know what to A Blockbuster for All Seasons. 
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Gary V’s ‘Relevance’ 


his fans. He went as far as setting a 
date with some of them for merienda. 

To the media, Gary has always 
been а good an 


can talk through any subject, his fa- 
vorites being music and Jesus Christ. 
“This album took me four years to 
finish,” he confided. “I got delayed by 
so many things—touring, producing, 


From page A2-1 


‘ASAP’ [on ABS-CBN]. For a while, I 
also lost my songwriting skills. I don't 
know why. But it did come back, so 
here's the album.” 

Опе of the two songs he wrote for 


F z GARY V casts his spell. 


RODELROTON! 


“Relevance” is the saddest 
song he has ever written, accord 


"It has words like, ‘Why do hearts 
feel the way they do. Why docs mine 


“eA Deadly Сор. 
A Dangerous Criminal.. . 
Who will be the last man standing? . 
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THEDAVINCICODE |" JMEN: THE 


LAST STAND 
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‘want to say I love you ‘tll the end of 
time, "tll I lose my mind, ‘ll 
Over? I started writing this i 
1980s, but finished it only in ће 
People ask why I wrote it. [ell them. 
“don't know, just did.” 

Though sad and unbecoming of the 
Gary's joyful character, the song 
shows not a dark side but rather a 
sensitive heart that knows what it's 
like to be broken. He admitted 
was inspired by people I know: 


Akind of hush 
Popular young singers arc 
variably awed by Gary's presenc 
Lagdameo recalled: “We were 
{this event] once. Some ban: 
performing and people were 
ly listening; they were talkin, 
Gary came on stage an 
shut up, and then wow! There's 
this level of attention that 
Gary commands, which , 
all other artists want to id 
reach.” 
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CONDUCTING an anklung performance by the Retired Officers’ 
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ives and Widows Association 


MUSIC Lady Cora 


WITH fellow Cebuano stars Gloria Sevilla and Caridad Sanchez. 


Introducing Mrs. Bonny Serrano 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photos by August de fa Cruz 
отом. PHOTOS COLRTESY OF CORAREAL 


NKNOWN TO THE JEEP- 

ney drivers plying the Camp 

Crame-Libis route, the 
unassuming piano teacher that 
regularly avails of a senior citizen 
discount is Ms Bonny Serrano—al- 
so known as Visayan cinema's 
singing sweetheart Cora Real. 

"T only pay P6,” says the 70-year-old widow 
of a war hero. "Whenever I see the street sign 
(bearing my husband's name], 1 feel proud. 1 
feel rich, even though I live a simple life.” 

Hers is wealth that money can't match, she 
asserts. 

“A camp in Masbate is also named 

after him," she enthuses. "[Plus] 

the Philippine Navy boat PT110 

Е Bonny Serrano, the biggest 

YESTERDAY and fastest of five boats do- 

nated by the Korean govern- 

ment. I asked the Navy: 

"Where's my boat? 1 heard 

the widow gets free rides" 

The Navy told me it was in Mindanao chasing 
the Abu Sayyaf.” 


Her Bonny 

Col Bonny Serrano was the most be- 
 medalled Filipino soldier in the Korean War, Co- 
Ta says, proudly. 

His exploits were the basis of the LVN movie 
“Korea,” directed by Lamberto Avellana and 
penned by Sen. Benigno Aquino. It starred 
Jaime de la Rosa and Nida Blanca. 

"His most astonishing achievement was 
swimming with his troop across Yalu River in 
winter” Cora recounts. “His troop suffered nu- 
merous losses, but with only a five-man com- 
mando, he led the capture of 77 North Korean 
soldiers. If not for the Filipinos, the Americans 
couldn't have crossed enemy lines." 

He was only 22 at the time, she recalls. 

“When my husband died after suffering а 
stroke on Jan. 2, 1970, he only had P20 to his 
пате," she says, sadly now. 

‘Three months after his passing, Santolan was 
renamed Bonny Serrano Road. 

‘At the colonel’s wake, Cora recounts, then 
President Ferdinand "Marcos admiringly 
glanced at the 48 medals on Serrano casket 
and asked a journalist: “Are all those his?" 

“Yes, Mr. President,” the writer replied, "and 
he earned every single one of them." 

"My husband was frustrated [with the sys- 
tem], Cora says. "He had been bypassed for 
promotions a few times because he wasn't a 
"yes man. Now, I can look anyone in the eye and 
proudly declare: Чат the widow of Bonny Ser- 
rano" 


Equally formidable. 

As they say an equally formidable woman is 
behind a formidable man, 

Cora Real was bom Corazon Rifereal to Jo 
Rifareal and Isabel Climaco in Cebu on May 27, 
1936. 

“My Mama was one of the first chil stars in 
Cebuano movies," Cora says. Her mom is also 
the sister of musician and бїт director Jose Cli- 
maco, husband of 1940s singing superstar Lil- 


TODAY, with daughter Johanna, son Bonny 
Jr, and grandson Joaquin. 
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WITH President Ferdinand Marcos at Bonny's 
wake in January 1970. 


ian Velez. 

In fact, Cora, at age 4, made her debut in a 
Lilian Velez movie. "My Tiyo Joe just made me 
sit atop a table. That was my first movie, the ti- 
tleof which I can’t remember.” 

‘At age 9, she started singing in radio shows 
like "Haranista" in the Queen City of the South. 
“I worked on dyRC, with Nick Tumulak,” Cora 
says. “While doing radio, 1 attended night 
school at the San Carlos University’ 

She also topbilled concerts with boy tenor 
Merlo Aznar and his Family. “We had shows in 
Davao and lloilo. My vocal coaches were Tiyo 
Joe and Manuel Velez, the father of Tiya Lilian." 

‘The radio star also worked as dubber. "We 
dubbed Tagalog movies in Cebuano.” She was 
the Visayan voice for LVN, Premiere and Sam- 
paguita stars Norma Blancaflor, Anita Linda and 
Carmencita Abad, among others. 

She acted in 11 Cebuano movies—debuting 
in Teves Productions “Dumagsa” at age 11. 

“I played the best friend of Rosita Feman- 
dez,” she remembers. 

A former Miss Mindanao titlist, she later be- 
came a contract star of Azucena Pictures. "My 
talent fee was Р500 per movie." 

1n 1950, the Cebuano beauty crossed over to 
‘Tagalog movies—in the IVN musical “Huni sa 


Visayan 
singer, 
actress and 
wife ofa 
war hero, 
Cora Real 
says music 
helped her 
survive 
young 
widowhood 
plus all the 
slings and 
arrows of 
outrageous 


Rosa Rosal 


Coincidentally, Miss Mindanao's escort at the 
Miss Philippines pageant night was Ranil- 
lo—who later became the husband of her fre- 
quent co-star Gloria Sevilla. 

Cora also acted with Gloria in Cebuano 
movies like “Leonora” and "Pailub Lang.” An- 
other memorable film was "Handumanan." 

Cora, then 14, was on the verge of inking a 

contract with ТУМ when she met and fell in 
love with 32-year-old soldier Bonny Serra- 
по—опе of the country's most eligible 

bachelors. 
She looks back: "He was wooing four 
| other women—Miss Universe Armi Ku- 
usela of Finland, Miss Mindanao Hilda 
Walstrom, ТУМ movie queen Nida Blan- 
ca and Corazon Lazo, daughter of a 
general. Still, he chose me, а strug- 

gling actress.” 


MR. & Ms Bonny Serrano 


After they tied the knot, Bonny ordered Cora 
to quit the movies. “He asked me to choose be- 
tween marriage and career, with the warning 
that ifI chose the latter, he'd take me back to my 
Mama. Imagine that... like a parcel marked Re 
turn to Sender! " 

For over a decade, Cora contentedly stayed in 
the sidelines and gave her husband three chil- 
dren—Audie (now, 50 years old), Bong (or 
Bonny Je, 49) and Johanna (39). 

Her husband treated her “like а princess," she 
says. 


Awidow at 30 

Then, all of a sudden, her world came crash- 
ing down. 

У бо married at 15 and was widowed at 3 
she remembers. "I thought my life would end, 
too. I thought of slashing my wrists. 1 cried all 
the time. 1 was raising three children and my 
monthly pension [from the military] was only 
P658.12^ 

Music saved Cora from the slings and arrows 
of outrageous fortune. “T started doing shows 
and concerts again. I even worked as a singer in 
Japan for two years." 

In the early 1970s, she co-starred in “Basta 
Bisaya,” “Pobreng Alindahaw” and ‘Little 
Romeo and Juliet"—movies produced by bo- 
som buddy Gloria Sevilla. 

Later, she taught physical education (slim- 
nastics, aerobics, ballroom dancing and dancer- 
cise), voice, as well as piano, at the YWCA... for 
15 years. 

For her musical gift, she is eternally grateful 
to grandmother Gerarda Climaco, who taught 
her piano, and Tiya Lilian, who bequeathed to 
her precious piyesas (music sheets). 

Music continues to sustain her through these 
tough times. 

“Recently, I learned that the military would 
soon deduct P2,700 from my monthly pension 
for the next 20 months," she sighs. “I was disap- 
pointed.” 

Fortunately, she has more pleasant things on 
her mind. 

She is the official conductor and pianist of 
the Retired Officers" Wives and Widows Associ- 
ation. "Most of our members are in their 70s 
and 60s, but they ve remained active because of 
music." 

Recently, she played the piano in Mala- 
cafiang, accompanying classical singer 
Gamaliel Viray in a show for the diplomatic. 
corps. 

She sill teaches voice and piano. Among her 
students are nuns, a mentally challenged тап 
and a blind girl. 

"Т can teach anyone to sing," she quips. "Tm 
very patient and persistent." 

Yes, indeed. For her students, she is happy to 
ride the jeepneys that traverse the road named 
afterthe hero who was her loving, and beloved, 
husband. 
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уа ve a. Ttg Cony pi Шо Yep Sr nang 


SINGING VISITORS. “Little Big Stars” monthly finalists visited the INQUIRER recently, to show off vocal skills that subsequently propelled 
three of them to the next level of the ABS-CBN competition. The trio to beat: Christian Olog (far right) in the Little division and Angelie 


Urquico (far left) and Laurice Bermillo (second from right) in the Big division. ROGERHARCALLO 


Bright Belinda! 


SEXY BELINDA BRIGHT SAYS 
she s flying to Jakarta, Indone- 
sia, next month torecordan — 


album that will be mar- eu 
шше а 
faunchedinthe Philipe — e Se 
pines. ESSO 
Г ЖИИ 
nounced this during 
inerat 
the Renaissance d 
Country Club in 
Albay, where INQUIRER 
Souter Luzon Bureau's 
Ephraim Agular was present. 
“This s my frststint with 
an internas! management 
agency," said Bright, 22, who д 
1 now handled by Stars Philippines which 
has branches in Malaysia and other Aslan 
ш 
"rici pin sis D а Two local recording artists who have 
ЕЙДЕЕН УНЕР ГЕ mate big in потеза are christian 
j; 3 Bautista and Regino Velazquez, 


Machete, is that you? 
Thewards ofa 
children's facility if 
called recent visi 
tor Gardo Versoza, 
“Apo Abukay," af- 
ter his character on 
the GMAT series 
“Sugo.” Quite 
telingly inmates at 
the next-door max- 
imum security 
prison recognized the actor as "Machete, 
after his 1990s Seiko movie role. This 
prompted fellow visitor Jaclyn Jose to whis- 
per to Gardo, "These older guys have been 
jailed too long. 


Mom-to-be 

Actress and Quezon City councilor Aiko 
Melendez says she is eager to become a 
mom the second time around. She plans to 
name her forthcoming child Martina, after 
her husband of three months, fashion mod- 
е1 Martin Jickain. 


Oprah's ‘problem’ 
їп New York, the Associated Press re- 
ports that Rappers Ludacris and 50 Cent 
have dissed Oprah 
Winfrey. 
Rapperactor Ice 
Cube aso nasa 
$ beet with her “tve 


IPAGLALABAN ANG PAG-BG T3 бс 
ILILIGTAS ANG DAGDG sai 


pate," Ice Cube tells. 
FHM magazine in its July issue, according 
to AP. "Maybe she's got a problem with hip- 
hop. She's had damn rapists, child mo- 
lesters and lying authors on her show. If l'm 
nota rags-to-riches story for her, who is?” 


Decided to divorce 
Double Oscar-winner Hilary Swank has 
divorced her husband of 
more than eight years, ас- 
tor Chad Lowe, Agence 
Franca Presse reports; 
‘quoting People Magazine, 
‘Swank and Lowe "have 
jointly decided to di- 
vorce,” the couple's 
lawyer, Jeffrey Bernstein, 
told the magazine. "They 
continue to be friends." 
‘The couple marriad on CHAD Lowe 
‘September 28, 1997, five 
years after meeting at a party. They have no 
children. 


Pamela's cause 

АР also reports that actress Pamela An- 
derson was in Tokyo on Friday to promote 
AIDS awareness in Asla. The actress sald 
she had been inspired by her own experi- 


ence, having been diagnosed earlier with 
LUNES-BIYERNES pagkatapos ng 24 Oras Hepatitis C, to urge people who might be In- 
sa nangungunang Telebabad ng fected to gat tasted and seek medical help. 


Baby Stefani 

It's a baby boy for Gwen Stefani, her in- 
ternet site reported on Friday, according to 
AFP 

Stefan and her husband Gavin Rossdale 
^iclcomed" Kingston Jamas Mcaregor 
Rossdale. 7. lbs on May 26, 2006," sald 
the statement on her website, adding that 
the chil was born in Los Angeles. 
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ThinkCentre ESO. 


Employee Purchase Program 


Now you can have your 
very own ThinkCentre for 
2 low introductory price 
of PhpA2A00 її! 


TER SYSTEMS, INC 
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PNOC unit to go public in September 
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STOCK АЛ ARKET 


Technical rebound seen 


SHAREPRICESAREEXPECTED a correction of a long-term up- 
to rebound this week after getting trend,” AB Capital Securities said. 
pummeled the past weeks dueto The PSEi lost 55.36 points or 
Interest rate jitters. 2.36 percent to 2,300.39 last week. 
“However, the upside maybe AB Capital Securities said in its 
limited as some fund managers weekly note to clients that global 
are still in a profit-taking mode. It — markets continued to roli from 
will be a technical rebound within TECHNICAL/B6 


IPO to cover firm's P7-B funding 
requirement from 2006 to 2009 


By Abigail L. Ho 


PHILIPPINE NATIONAL OIL CO.-ENERGY DEVELOP- 
ment Corp. (PNOC-EDC) will be selling 30-40 percent 
of its shares in the local bourse by September, junking a 
block equity sale model for its privatization. 


Eduardo Mafialac, president and 
chief executive of PNOC-EDC parent 
firm PNOC, said the PNOC-EDC 
board and privatization committee 
recently" approved the privatization 
plan. 

The next steps would be to secure 
the approval of the PNOC board, and 
then of the Privatization Council. 


These approvals should be in place 
within this week, he said 

“The intent or hope is to complete 
the (initial public offering) by the 
start of September. We want to get it 
done quickly.” he sai 

The range of 30-40 percent was 
put in place, he said, to allow some 
room for adjustment, depending on 


WHATS; 
INSIDE 


how the market would react to the of- 
fering 

Majialac said the financial advis- 
ег for the deal, CLSA Capital Part- 
ners, expected some foreign cash to 
comein. 

Part of the IPO proceeds would be 
used to address “bullet” payments for 
some PNOC-EDC  build-operate- 
transfer (BOT) contracts falling due 
some time in the third quarter, he 
said. 

This would amount to between 
540 million and $50 million, he said. 
The next big payment, around $90 
million, would have to be made in 


valuable 


party 


Asia urged to 
curb reliance 


Packaging 

firm defaults 
on debts, say 
banks /В12 


PNOC/BS 


Summer is the perfect time to get 
ап Innova for. the whole family. 
“e Low monthly Юг; 57 ~ 
лга РЕ 596“; 
* Toyota Value Certificate 
© чюй P25,000 : 


7^ 2.0 J MT Model at 50% downpayment, 60-month term 


ICR Permit No, 2997, Series of 2006. 4 


une. 910 47-81 070300279 I ате 208-1283 ла) 4-678 тотола митинк. 1NG. 356-8901 19 08 
Че | ized (68 TOYOTA BATANGAS CITY Nea) T2 38 / (049) T2 020 TOYOTA BICUTAN PARANAQUE, 77 
LB it 117191 etc) 757 do TOYOTA CEBU IY, Е. (00) 253-1181 TOYOTA CESU MANDAUE, (032) З 

CANTE qi E eh б 2329 TOYOTA DAWAG ETC. бе, 204 
a sme / L1 3c) TOYOTA MARDONA SERVICE STATION 8829707 1 3 
tes TOTO SAW октан, 61-9834 ETD 
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moving forward > 


Because you deserve more for your US Dollars... 


‘Amount of Placement. 
71,000 to less the than $10,000 
$10,000 to less the than $50,000 
50,000 and above 


360 Days 
445% 


Days 
4308. 
[c3 
3.00% 


180 Days 
435% 
375% 485% 

315% 535% 
"яше quoted эе nbjecta change tout por te, 


[@ Maybank 


4208. 
450% 
310% 


For branch near you cal (02) 521-7481 or 23°77 loc 182 
исе ШУТ» POC. Depo ens PERE 
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BUSINESS 
MVP's most valuable party 


Pacific Group in Hong Kong in a 
star-studded dinner-concert. 

‘And, in a testimony that all is 
well after the foiled Gokongwei bid 
for PLDT and Metro Pacific strained 
relations between MVP and the Sal- 
ims, First Pacific chair Anthoni Sal- 
im toasted the PLDT chair before 
the Filipino guests and his father, 
First Pacific and Indofood patriarch 
Soedono Salim, saying that MVP 
was like a "brother" to him. 

The Prietos of the INquinen, the 
Belmontes of Star, GMA-7's 
Gilberto Duavit Jr, and the PLDT 


Preferred _ 
7) 


| а 
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WITH NO LESS THAN CORAZON Pangilinan on Thursday celebrat- 
lAquino and Cardinal Rosaleslead- ей with his Indonesian principals 
ing the Manila guests, Manuel М the 25th anniversary of the First 


WE’LE FIX IT FAST! 


sagt 
Authorized wholesaler of Hewlett Packard peripheral products 


(Lave Deskjet, Dot Mat 


ballroom of the uppity hotel into a 
Philippine-style festive event. 

Guests, including former First 
Pacific/Metro Pacific executives Vi- 
cente Tinsay and Ricardo Pascua, 
who could no longer be accommo- 
dated at the Four Seasons, were 
booked at the nearby Ritz-Carlton. 

То celebrate the returning for- 
tunes of the Hong Kong-based 
conglomerate, the driven First Pa- 
cific executives were each award- 
ed a gold ingot, in numbers 
enough, according to the mis- 
chievous grapevine, to perk up the 
Hong Kong gold market that day. 

MVP himself, First Pacific and 
PLDT board member Ambassador 
Albert del Rosario announced, 
had been conferred by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo with the Or- 
der of Lakandula award, rank of 
Komandante, on account of the 
remarkable tumaround and the 
subsequent improved tax contri- 
butions of the Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone group. 

И the record earnings of 
PLDT/Smart/Piltel continue this 
year, what kind of corporate cele- 
bration could be forthcoming 
when MVP turns 60 in July? 


Peso and the Big Mac index 
THIS year’s installment of the Big 
Mac index shows that the Phil 


pine currency is—despite this 
years appreciation—still 48 per- 
Cent undervalued compared to 
the US dollar. 

Developed by the Economist 
magazine 20 years ago using the 
US homeland price of Big Mac as 
base, the index compares the local 
prices ofthe hamburger in US dol- 
lar to provide a tasty, if somewhat. 
fat-inducing, measure of the pur- 
chasing power parity of the differ- 
ent national currencies where ће 
McDonalds hamburger restau- 
rant chain has a presence. 

In contrast, the Indonesian Big 
Mac, in US currency at May 22 
exchange rates, is slightly cheap- 
er, at -49 percent; Hong Kong and 
Thailand, -50 percent; Malaysi 
51 percent; Macau, -55 percent, 
and China, -58 percent. 

Unlike during the Erap years 
when the peso was trading at the 
P56 level and the Philippines con- 
sequently had the cheapest Big 
Mac along with China, dollar- 
wise, it is now slightly easier on 
the pocket to wolf down the same. 
burger in Hong Kong, despite the 
territory still being one of the 
world's most expensive cities. 


CockraLEs 


Victor C. 

Agustin 

board were among the guests 
flown in by business class from 
Manila. 

Outgoing PLDT board director, 
SM heiress Teresita Sy, also at- 
tended the affair, as well as 
Benguet Corp. chair Benjamin 


Philip Romualdez, ac- 
e = —] companying his wife, 


оа Systems 
a foe 
USA ype 
teres лалы 
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{Tee oss rhe sens атаа 
B oic 2-1 PE E Em шат mnc ys: 
Alexandra Prieto. 

No Filipino politi- 
Чап or government 
official was invited, 
except for Sen. Fran- 
cis Pangilinan, in his 
capacity as chaperon 
to his megastar wife, 
Sharon Cuneta, a 
PLDT talent. 

"With Martin Niev- 
era emceeing, Sharon 
Cuneta, Kuh Ledesma, 
Zsa-zsa Padilla, Lani 
Misalucha, Kris 
Aquino, Mon David 
and Christian Bautista 
turned the overflow 
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KILL ARTHRITIS 
IN 25 MINUTES 


INSTANT PAIN KILLER DEVICE 
NISSEI NERVE STIMULATOR 
+ Stops ARTHRITIS in minutes! 

* No Plis, No side effects 

‘ideal for Rheumatism, Gout and 
Nerve Numbness 


+ Air Stroke 1 Paralysis Therapy 
t home 


Handy and battery-operated 
22 FAR EAST MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
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Money-go-round 

© EXCEPT for president/CEO Ra- 
mon Sy, who turns 76 this year 
and who has ex- 
pressed his intention. 
to retire, the rest of 
the top iBank man- 
agement officials will 
be integrated with 
Union Bank, post 
merger. 
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HomeDepot 

The igasi home depot in he Phippnes: 
44 hectores of Home Depot inside a 
иш area of 54 heciores 

400 sot spaces availabe 

More man1000 parking spacer 


The Celebration of the Lar Home Depots DIY 
SECTION CONTRACT SIGNING & Marketing Promotions 
Event will be at 5:30PM on Tuesday, May 30, 2006 at 
HK Sun Plaza Home Depot & Lifestyle Center. 


WE INVITE ALL WHOLESALERS & RETAILERS 
of Hardware, Furnitures, Lighting Fixtures, Kitchen Wares, 
Showroom Cases, Paints, Architectural Materials, Tiles & 
Саз and Cleaning Materials to join this event. 


BUFFET WILL BE SERVED AT 530 PM 
HK SUN PUA cated а Financial emer rea Ras Bh asa tytn nol OFA 
40%, 
Slots Leased Outi 


^ RESERVE NOW! 


CALL US AT; 832-2899 
832-9479 | 834-8899 
Look ior Jona, Anne, Kata, 


on Cutting Blades 
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MY shredder range. 


ELITE 


mr PES 
E 
11.950) ж: 


2.500 | 


(CW Manila Bay Devt Corp. 
Branches in Cebu, Ortigas. 
Alabong & Macapagal Avenue. 
Specials! in Home Depot Operation 
Exped on Home Depo! Skalegy ond 


ia} =e P8950 
MY 1000 cc MY 
=> P10,950 P 18,950 


Do you want to unlock the secret 


Do you want to troubleshoot э 
to your company's growth? 


with confidence? 


PROBLEM-SOLVING AND: 
DECISION-MAKING - 
June 20 22, 2006 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 


Leadership is about taking control of situations thot arse. 
Learn about the nature of problem-solving and pattems of 
thinking. Assess your options, make rational choices, ond 
‘address potential threats. With Problem Solving and 
Decision Making, you wil: р 


‘Customers who don't complain just end up buying from someone 
else. But often we get iitated when they stort pestering us about 
1| some complain! or another. Leam how fo deal with them property by 
preparing mentally and emotionally, knowing the “do's and don'ts,” 
‘and managing unproductive behaviors. Develop proactive listening 
skills to help diagnose problems faster ond maximize the opportunity 
7| to gain customer loyally in a complaint situation. With Handling 
Complaints you wil 
* Be prepared emotionally ond mentally to deal with comploints os 
they ose. . 
View customer complaints as a means fo recover customer goodwill 


Your company need по! move at a lumbering pace. You can. 

combine the energy and inspiration of entrepreneurship with ће 

experience ond resources of o large fim. Leam the best practices of 

entrepreneurial companies and shif from being managers to 

Intrapreneurs. Assess your company's readiness опа form 

2 NS high-performance teams to hondie new ventures. With Corporate 
ске эзш and make decisions with renewed Entrepreneurship, you wilt 

* Reinforce your authority and credibilty with proven problem + Understand how corporate entrepreneurship revilofzes 
solving ond decision making techniques businesses for superior growth 

Ancha suatons more comprehensively о orive ot he «Shine mincee of your team rom problem solving 


Avold being negatively affected by the customer's anger 

Read the signs of angry customers al the ears! розе fime 
Avoid fighl-provoking phroses 

Disipote anger with the right words, tone of voice ond behaviors 
listen proactively in order to discover a solution to the 
customer's concems 


Create solutions acceptable to both the customer and the company 


Quickly rebuild rapport with the customer 


Follow through to moke sure all agreements ond commilmenis ore 


delivered 


Anticipate potentiol problems. assess rks and weigh 
dltemafives іо come up with the best decisions and solutions 
Tackle problems and make decisions more systematicaly 
‘and logical 

Homes support mechanisms that wil give rise to better 
solutions and decisions 

‘Communicate decisions to team members to reinforce your 
power, authority and credibility 

CConsisiently implement and folow-through on decisions 
‘Overcome obstacles and resistance to “unpopular” 


administrators to opportunity seeking, innovation-driven 
intropreneurs 

Discover how winning companies have benefited from 
ossimiloling the ‘best practices' of entrepreneurs 
Create and sustain оп organizational culture that fosters 
innovativeness ond creativity 

Create a framework to develop оп effective 
inlropreneuship program for your company 

Form creative and independent venture teams that 
ccontibute significantly to the company's botlom-ine 


decisions 
Leaders don't wait for things to happen. They make things happen. 


Preserve and strengthen your relationship with the customer 
Customers aren't nuisances to your job, they are your job. 


This program was designed for sales and service personnel, customer 
service officers, customer relations officers, account officers, 
receptionists, secretaries, office clerks, ond frontliners who won! fo 
improve their customer relations si 


The key lo jumpstarting your business! 


This program is for executives, managers, or professionals 
in the business organization who want fo unlock, enter, 
опа embrace the entrepreneurial approach to bring out 
amazing results. 


This program was designed for supervisors line leaders, section 
heads, logistics managers, operations managers, sales managers, 
and ой other members of the management team who wish fo 
Improve their problem-solving and decision-making skits. 


(easa Jensen 


SHARPER SKILLS FASTER RESULTS ` 
Call 


For inquiries and reservations call 


Aris, Caroline, Diane, or Tessa at 892-7559, 894-0445, 
ог 892-7041 or visit www.guthrie-jensen.com 


ea 


7/F Glass Tower Bidg., Carlos Palanca Jr. St. Legaspi Vill., Makati City 
if you want to customize a program for 10 or more people 
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Persistent criticisms against BIR chief alarm business groups 


LEADING BUSINESS- 


men and several busi- 
ness groups, have 
"warned against an ap- 
parent smear cam- 
paign against Com- 
missioner Jose Mario 
Bufiag of the Bureau of 
Intemal Revenue 
(BIR), saying a viiica- 
tion campaign "is un- 
fair, unnecessary and 
counterproductive.” 

The Tax Manage- 
ment Association of 
the Philippines 
(ТМАР) said there 
appeared to be “a sus- 
tained effort to pro- 
ject the April revenue 
collection figures as a 
dismal failure despite 
the actual improve- 
ment in collection 
performance levels. 

There һай been 
many shortfalls їп 
the past but this was 
the only time that we 
were seeing a BIR 
chief being crucified 
loudly in public for 
an alleged collection 
failure, the group 
seid. 

TMAP president 
Clarissa Arguelles al- 
so expressed concern 
over an apparent ef- 
fort to project Bufiag 
as “a bureaucrat 
hanging on to his 
seat desperately.” 

‘We cannot under- 
stand why it was be- 
ing made to appear 
that the ВІА chief 
was under threat of 
being fired by the Fi- 
nance Secretary due 
to the April collection 
figures, she asked, 

“If there is a need 
to bring in a new BIR 
chief due to political 
pressure, why don't 
they just ask Buiag 
to go quietly and we 
are sure he will just. 
be happy to go," she 
added. The | pro- 
longed,public drama, 
on the April collec- 
tion figures and the 
threat of removing 
Вилар was causing 
anxiety in the busi- 
ness community, Ar- 
guelles explained. 

Other ^ business 
groups earlier cau- 
tioned the govern- 
ment against replac- 
ing Вийар "so as not 
lo upset the gains 
achieved by е 
country in terms of 
investor confidence.” 


Audit 

of tax 
deductions 
pushed 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE BUREAU OF IN- 
temal Revenue has 
been urged to step up 
efforts іл auditing the 
taxable income de- 
dared by corporate 
taxpayers following 
the release of a study 
hinting that over-dec- 
laration of allowable 
deductions may have 
become rampant. 
The National Tax 
Research Center 
(МТАС), tasked to 
Conduct tax-related 
studies, said in a re- 
search paper that on 
average, allowable 
deductions claimed 
by sample corporate 
taxpayers reached 
70.54 percent of their. 
gross income. This 
lt a ушу low 
amount of base that 
the BIR could tax. 
NTRC said a signifi 
cant number of sam- 
ple firms exceeded 
prescribed ceilings on 
allowable deductions 
that could be claimed. 
t said 13 percent 
of 494 companies de- 
clared deductions for 
“entertainment ех- 
penses” whose 
amounts breached 
prescribed Kcelling, 
and that 23 percent of 


AUDIT/BS 


Mitsubishi Adventure Owners Celebrate! 


/Mitsubishi's 


We are giving away the 50,000th Adventure unit, absolutely free! Open to all Adventure owners: simply register and qualify 
by taking advantage of the free 16-point check-up; or by availing of an Adventure through our Easy-Own Plans. 


It's our way of thanking you for your continued patronage. 
Join the celebration now! 


oe: Monthiviblen 
50% О/Р[ 12 mos. 
366,500 | 30,542 
381500 | 31,792 
415,000 | 34,583 
441,500 | 37,833 
415,000 | 34,583 
435,500 | 38,174 


Low DIP 
89.950 
55450 
84,500 

112450 


24 mos. 
30491 
31.739 
34,528 | 24,604 
36731 | 26,775 


36 mos. 


21729 
22618. 


Adventure GLX баз 
‘Adventure GLX Diesel 

Adventure GLS Sport Gas MT 
‘Adventure GLS Sport Gas AIT 
‘Adventure GLS Sport Diesel юк | 830,000] 79,500 | 34,526 | 24,604 
‘Adventure Super Sport Diesel Std. |871,000| 120,650 | 36231 | 25.820 
"Figures in bod represen! ZERO terat Pians. - Al plans subject o bank approval. 


733,000 
763.000] 
830,000 
883.000. 


+ боп Ралева ве Advan GLX Dst > 
Si pan con bo ned nny SM abies ЗЫ Dagunon Зо, Sepemerat oy Киноя sd ACE Hoan. 


Seo your noarest Mitsubishi dosler now! 


Promo runs until May 31, 2006 only. 
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Save precious time and effort when looking for an urgently needed document. With 
Sharpdesk™, data is always available and accessible. This document management solution: 
will surely eliminate your worrles on searching or filing business transactions, bills, business 
letters and all sorts of important documents. Sharpdesk™ is definitely a must-have for business 
firms, government and military offices, embassies, financial institutions, hospitals and companies 
that are faced with filing troubles. 
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a free product presentation. 
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| Development with equity 


LAST WEEKEND, SOME 50 PRO- 
jects proposed by various NGOs all 
‘over the country won funding aver- 
aging a milion pesos each in the 
second Panibagong Paraan competi- 
tion: This is the local version of the 
World Bank’ regular "Development 
Innovation Marketplace," which is 
spearheaded by the institution in co- 
operation with numerous partners 
ina number of countries around the 
world, including at its head office in 
‘Washington D.C. Pooling together 
resources from numerous local and 
international funding partners, the. 
competition brings together the best 
ideas from the nongovernment sec- 
tor for initiatives to help uplift Fil- 
ipinos lives. The theme for this 
years. competition was Develop- 
ment with Equity, in line with the 
theme of the World Banks last 
World Development Report. 


Micro and macro 
"The various NGO project propos- 
als competing for the Panibagong 
Paraan funding support represent 
micro-level initiatives that would 
pursue development with equity at 
the grassroots or community level 
То set the tone for the weekend af- 
fair that showcased the various 
competing projects, І was asked to 
speak along with DSWD Secretary 
Esperanza Cabral and Naga City 
Mayor Jesse Robredo on the com- 
petiion's theme. Secretary Cabral 
described the governments current 
efforts to combat poverty spear- 
headed by her department, particu- 
larly through the Kalahi-CIDSS pro- 
gram. Mayor Robredo shared his 
mumerous exemplary initiatives for 
Shis city that have won him Най of 
Fame status in the annual Gawad 
Galing Pook award, among many 
other local and  inemational 
awards he and his city have eamed. 
I spoke on how to get out of the 
narrow, shallow and hollow devel- 
opment outcomes that we have 
tended to achieve through the 
years. To my mind, this challenge 
entails four major thrusts: SME pro- 
motion, empowering LGUs, har- 
nessing NGO-business government 
parmerships, and putting highest 
priority on education reform. 


Clearing SME hurdles 
Малу of us now recognize that 
the big businessdominated eco- 
nomic growth path we have tread 
con in the past decades brought us to 
‘our current situation of inequitable 
development. In the past year alone, 
large corporations posted hefty dou- 
bledigit, even triple-digit growth 
rates in their net profits, even as 
hunger reached record highs and 
human development indicators es- 
pecially on nutrition and education 
further tumed for the worse. Ош 
economic production has been sub- 
ject to the familiar 80-20 rule: 80 
t of the economy's output 
comes from the largest 20 percent of 
ош productive enterprises. 1 have 
long held the view that if we are to 
create at least a million jobs every 
year to gainfully employ the same 
number of new workers who enter 
the labor force annually, these jobs 
must come from small and medium 
enterprises, not large ones. For one 
thing, the cost of creating one job in 
the SME sector is just a fraction of 
what it costs to do so in a large en- 


Crackdown on illegal 
foreign insurers pushed 
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terprise. An SME approach also pro- 
motes more geographically and sec- 
torally dispersed job creation. 
Helping SMEs requires defini- 
tivesolutions to address their tradi- 
tional difficulties їп accessing fi- 
nancing, technology, raw materials 
and markets. But it also requires 
that SMEs practice “coopetition,” a 
cooperative form of competition 
wherein they are prepared to band 
together especially to meet volume 
demands from buyers abroad. 1 
have heard so many times of how 
the kanya-kanya (individualistic) 
attitude of our business people 
have led to countless missed op- 
portunities in the export markets. 


LGUs do it best 

The LGUs are bestplaced to 
pursue development with equity 
They are the units of government. 
closest to the people, and to the 
problems they face. And they are. 
naturally obliged to be responsive 
to the needs of the greater num- 
ber, as local officials need their 
constituents’ votes to survive. 

‘Mayor Robredo spoke on the cru- 
cial challenge of replicating good 
projects and good practices. He 
should know. He has done so many 
wonderful things in Naga City that 
опе would think other LGUs would 
readily emulate. But too often, peo- 
ple—espedaly — poliicians— want 
their own distinctive trademark, and 
shy away from “merely” copying or 
continuing someone else's (especial- 
Iya predecessors) success story But 
there are already countless exem- 
plary practices at the LGU level wait- 
ing to be copied and adapted by 
governors and mayors to their own 
оса] conditions. One only needs to 
lock at the more than 10 years of 
Самай Galing Pook awardees and 
finalists to get a wealth of ideas оп 
how LGUs can effectively uplift the 
lives of the disadvantaged. 


Caring and sharing 
Development initiatives work best 
when they tap synergies between the 
govemment and nongovemment 
sectors, with the later including pri- 
vate business, NGOs, people's orga- 
nizations and communities 
selves. Initiatives like the Самай 
Kalinga, Adopt-A-School, and Oper- 
ation Compassion have already done 
much good, There is a wealth of 
goodwill in Filipinos hears, waiting 
for opportunities to find concrete ex- 
pression through tangible mecha- 
nisms for helping a poor fellow Fil- 
ipino. Through funding support, 
Panibagong Paraan has just enabled 
some 50 initiatives to harness such 
ips. But we don't need the 
World Bank and its funding partners 
to do so. Those among us with deep 
сап find our own ways of 
turning the Filipinos’ welkacknowl- 
edged inherent caring nature into 
concrete, effective and enduring 
mechanisms for sharing. 
Comments welcome 
chabito@ateneo.edu 
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Coyiuto said PLIA has already 
aired its grievance to the Insur- 
ance Commission and the Nation- 
al Bureau of Investigation, 

PLIAS Jaime Santiago, executive 
vice president of First Life, said that 
unlicensed foreign-owned insur- 
ance firms pose unfair competition 
to legitimate players because the 
formes, being unlicensed, evade 
the payment of appropriate taxes, 
including the S-percent tax on in- 
surance premiums. 

PLIA officers also said opera- 
tions of unlicensed insurance 
firms made customers vulnerable 
to fraud because these firms were 
not monitored by regulators. 

Zurich used to be a licensed 
seller of life insurance products, 
but was eventually dissolved 
when it was bought by Manulife, 


THE INSURANCE INDUSTRY 
has prodded the government to 
crackdown on unlicensed for- 
eign insurers whose illegal oper- 
ations in the country have been 
blamed for loss of market share 
by legitimate players. 

‘The Philippine Life Insurance 
Association (PLIA) cited the al- 
leged selling of insurance prod- 
ucts by Swiss-based Zurich Life, 
which do not carry a license to 
operate in the Philippines. 

“Such transactions made by 
Zurich Financial Services/Zurich In- 
ternational Life are not only а loss of 
business to our domestic insurers but 
also a significant loss of tax revenues 
to our government,” Peter Coyiuto, 
РИА president, told the inguine. 
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@TERESITA Bermudez Choa, 
widow of one of the founders of 
Far East Bank and Trust Co., has 
been elected president of the Girl 
Scouts of the Philippines for a 
three-year term. Choa was also 
the first Filipina to be elected 
president of the Soroptimist In- 
- ternational of the Americas. 


Heard through the grapevine 
PALAWAN Gov, Joel Reyes has 
written Natural Resources Secre- 
tary Angelo Reyes, asking his de- 
partment to stop the mining ex- 
plorations being undertaken by 
taipan Lucio Tan's Macro Asia in 
Brooke's Point, Palatvan. 

(Email — cocktales_pdi@plded- 
хле orcocktales_pdi@yaltoo.com) 
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| After 3 years of intense preparation, 

the Filipinos have finally conquered 

the tallest peak on Earth 

flozcom salutes Leo Oracion, Erwin Emata 
and the Ist Philippine Mt. Everest Expedition 


мд their commitment and dedication. 
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By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


FOOD AND BEVERAGE CONGLOMERATE 
San Miguel Corp. may raise about AUS1.47 
billion (approximately $1.1 billion) from the 
possible sale ofits 49-percent stake in Nation- 
al Foods Ltd. through a private placement. 
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SMC seen raising $1.1B 
from sale of Aussie stake 


Sources said there were three investors i 
terested in San Miguels stake in the Aus- 
tralian dairy company. 

Proceeds from the possible sale of National 
Foods would be used to repay debts incurred 
by the company to fund its aggressive expan- 
sion into the Asia-Pacific food and beverage 
market, sources said. 

Sought for comment, SMC president Ra- 
mon S. Ang said: "There are offers but there 
are no material developments to disclose as of 
this time.” 

Sources estimated that National Foods 
might be worth AUS3 billion today. 

Last year, San Miguel beat rival bidder New 
Zealand's Fonterra Co-Operative Group in the 
race for National Foods after Fonterra backed 
ош ofits bid for control of the dairy company. 
SMC offered to buy National Foods at AUS1.9 
billion, topping Fonterra's AUS1.84-billion of- 
fer. 

Showing its investment was worth the bat- 
tle, National Foods reported sales revenue 
was up 5 percent at AUS441 million in the 
first quarter due to the growth in volume sales 
ofits dairy and juice segments. 

National Foods is integrated with another 
San Miguel-owned Australian juice brand, 
Berri Ld. 

Volume sales for dairy and juice products 


grew 4 percent in the first quarter com- 
pared with the same period last year. No 
specific figures were mentioned in San 
Miguel's recently filed first-quarter finan- 
cial report. 

Operating income also rose 5 percent to 
0537.5 million due to higher volumes and 
effective cost management. 

To further boost its business, National 
Foods had acquired Australian specialty 
cheese business Lactos Pry. Ltd. from French 
firm Bongrain International SAS 

Lactos is one of Australia's leading special- 
ty cheesemakers producing fine cheese under 
key brands Tasmanian Heritage, Mersey Val- 
ley and Australian Gold. Its manufacturing 
operations are at Burnie and a smaller farm- 
house cheese manufacturing facility at Hei 
in Tasmania. It also has a cut-and-wrap faci 
ty in Mulgrave, Victoria. 

The acquisition will increase National 
Foods’ exposure in the fast-growing, high- 
value cheese segment following its acquisi- 
tion of The King Island Co. in February 
2002. 

“Lactos is a significant acquisition for Na- 
tional Foods and will contribute to the devel- 
opment of our growing cheese and gourmet 
foods business," National Foods managing di- 
rector Ashley Waugh had said. 


Israeli firm spends P500M 
to buy 40% of Filinvest unit 


AFRICA ISRAEL INTERNATIONAL PROPER- 
ties Ltd., one of the biggest companies in Is- 
rael, has invested roughly half a billion pesos 
to acquire 40 percent of Cyberzone Properties. 
Inc. (CPI), a subsidiary of Filinvest Alabang 
Inc. 

Filinvest Development Corp. president 
Josephine Gotianun-Yap said Africa Israel 
was bullish about the demand for call cen- 
ters and was encouraged by the take-up of 
call center buildings in FAS information 
technology park at the Northgate Cyberzone 
in Alabang. 

Under an agreement signed with CPI, a 
Philippine Economic Zone Authority-accred- 
ited facilities provider that pioneered build- 
to-suit offices in FA's Northgate Cyberzone, 
Africa Israel has agreed to subscribe to up to 
40 percent of CPI. 

‘The balance of 60 percent in CPI is owned 
byFAL 

Africa Israel has investments in real es- 
tate, shopping malls, energy, fashion, 


PNOC unit to go 


From page BI 


Under the privatization plan, the geother- 
mal power plants would be packaged with 
long-term steam sale agreements. This means 
that the steam fields will not be included in 
the package. 

їп an earlier interview, PNOC-EDC presi- 
dent and chief executive Paul Aquino said 
the IPO proceeds would be enough to cover 
its funding requirements from this year to 
2009. 

“With the proceeds from this offering, we'll 
have enough funds, and we won't need to rely 
all the time on national government guaran- 
tees and on funds from our parent firm,” he 
said. 

From 2006 to 2009, PNOC-EDC account- 
ing manager Elvira Punsalan said the compa- 
пуз funding requirements amounted to P7 
billion. 

Of this, P2.9 billion would be used to fund 
the remaining payment requirements for i 


telecommunications, media and infrastruc- 
ture. Its shares are traded on the Tel Aviv 
Stock Exchange. 

Yap also said that the Filinvest Group was 
їп talks with Africa Israel for other ways in 
which they could expand their partnership. 
She did not give details. 

This year, FAI is taking P2.5 billion out of 
the Filinvest group's P4.S-billion budget for 
key projects to build IT buildings. 

To address the pressing demand for IT of- 
fice spaces, CPI started constructing Plaz@A, 
a six-storey building with a leasable area of 
11,000 square meters at the NorthGate Cy- 
berzone in Alabang last year. Plaz@A is tar- 
geted to be completed by June this year. Loca- 
tors in this area include GenPact, an outsourc- 
ing subsidiary of General Electric and eTele- 
care. 

CPI also broke ground last February on 
Plaz@D, a mirror image of Plaz@A. By the 
second quarter this year, a third building will 
be built. Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


public in Sept. 


BOT contracts as well as its working capital 
requirements, and P2.4 billion would be used. 
for the exploration of five geothermal areas 
that would generate an estimated additional 
270 megawatts within the next two years, she. 
said. 

Another P760 million would bankroll the 
construction of the Nasulo power plant this 
year, and P950 million would be earmarked 
for the acquisition of a modern rig and the re- 
habilitation of РМОС-ЕРСз existing units 
next year, she added. 

This year alone, she said PNOC-EDCS 
funding requirements reached P3.3 billion. 
Another Р1.8 billion would be needed next 
year, P1.2 billion in 2008 and P700 million in 
2009. 

Aquino said PNOC-EDC was “near the end 
of (its) cash hardships” as the last of its BOT 
payments would be made in 2009. 

The company would then have a better 
handle on its cash, including the proceeds 
from its planned IPO, he said. 
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Technical rebound seen 


From page Bl 
the interest rate punches dealt in. 
the United States, knocking down 
the PSEi back to the 2,240 level 
within the week before recovering 
last Friday near the 2,300 mark. 
This was the third straight 
week that the local market was 
beaten up, bringing stock prices 


to what analysts called “an over- equities. 


sold territory” or a level where 
prices might be soon pick up after 
hitting the bottom. 
Reports of massive redemptions 
from Unit Investment Trust Funds 
(UITFs), a form of investment of- 
fered by banks with high yields, al- 
зо accelerated the local markets 
drop, fueling a selling spree in local 
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Jaraula's parliament: 
Big hoax 


CONSTANTINO JARAULA, CHAIR 
of the House committee on consti- 
tutional amendments was the guest 
оп Pinky Webb's Talk show the oth- 
er night. He was ecstatic over the 
merits of the parliamentary system. 

But- Jaraula's parliamentary 
dream is one big hoax. 

He said that only under a par- 
liamentary system might a mem- 
ber from the tiny island province 
of Camiguin or Batanes ever hope 
to become prime minister—so 
long as he happens to be the most 
talented in parliament. Why? Be- 
cause under a parliamentary sys- 
tem, only the brightest is voted 
prime minister. 

Jaraula was obviously imply- 
ing that in a parliament, the igno- 
rant masses do not vote. Only the 
highly educated members cast 
their ballots. As the communists 
in our midst would put it, Јагаша 
is elitist. 

‘The member from Camiguin or 
Batanes, whether or not he is the 
brightest or the dumbest, will be 
elected prime minister only if he 
heads the ruling party or coali- 
tion. He might be, by far, the 
brightest of the lot but he will be 
consigned to the backbench if he 
heads the smallest party. 

In a South American country 
some years ago, a confirmed idiot 
was elected prime minister. For- 
tunately for that country, in one 
lucid moment, the idiot resigned. 

Then, Jaraula said that elec- 
tions in a parliamentary system 
are much less expensive because 
the candidate for prime minister 
does not have to campaign na- 
tionwide. Tony Blair campaigned 
all over the United Kingdom to 
carve a solid majority for his New 
Labor. Party. More recently, An- 
gela Merkel campaigned all over 
Germany to become the first 
‘woman chancellor, 

Jf Jaraula is interested, 1 will 
lend him a documentary showing 
Hitler hitting three cities a- day 
every day, in a campaign that won 
for the Nazi party 30 percent of 
the seats, making it the largest 
party in the Reichstag in 1932. He 
was the first to use the airplane to 
campaign. 

If Erap were running under а 
parliamentary system in 1998, Һе 
would have had to campaign 
hard for his candidates in the Par- 
tido ng Masang Filipino all over 
the islands. To improve their 
chances of winning, he would 
have had to provide them with 
enough campaign funds. 
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His party would have won 40 
percent of the seats. Afterwards, 
Erap would have had to forge a 
coalition with some of the smaller 
parties to amass a majority vote. 
Only then would Erap get elected 
prime minister. 

Al the campaigning and 
wheeling and dealing would not 
have been cheaper than under a 
presidential system. 

Jaraula complains that, in the 
present system, the president has 
too much power. But Jaraula's 
parliament fuses executive and 
legislative power on the prime 
minister. For example, parlia- 
ment designs, approves and 
spends the national budget. With 
all that power in his hands, the 
prime minister is not even elected 
directly by the people. 

Jaraula claims that the opposi- 
tion will provide the check and 
balance found in the presidential 
system. The opposition can never 
provide check and balance. The 
majority will always outvote it 

Finally, Jaraula's biggest hoax is 
when he said that a parliamentary 
system would (miracle of mira- 
cles!) wipe out corruption in the 
Philippines because, if a member 
were corrupt, his constituents will 
remove him from his post forth- 
with. At this point of the show, 1 
could see that Pinky Webb could 
hardly hide her incredulity. 

In a survey by an international 
polling firm, the 21 most corrupt 
countries in the whole wide world 
(don't worry, Philippines is not 
One of them) are: Equatorial 
Guinea, Haiti, Iraq, Congo, Myan- 
mar, Afghanistan, Nigeria, Laos, 
Paraguay Turkmenistan, Somalia, 
North Korea, Zimbabwe, Indone- 
sia, Angola, Bangladesh, 
Cameroon, Niger, Sudan, Azerbai- 
jan and Tajikistan. 

АП these countries are under 
some form or other of the parlia- 
mentary system. 

Jaraula insults the Filipino 
people if he thinks he can go on 
national TV and get away with his 
gigantic hoax. Let us hope that 
the electorate of Cagayan de Oro 
City, whom he represents in 
Congress, will kick him out in 
next year's elections. 


Fitch expects RP to weather 
turbulence in Asia markets 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


LONDON-BASED CREDIT RATING 
agency Fitch Ratings is not alarmed 
over the heavy portfolio shakeout 
hounding the Philippines and other 
Asian emerging markets, saying the 
turbulence hasn't weakened the un- 
deriying credit fundamentals. 

As long as the selldown won't 
balloon to crisis proportions, the 
recent selldown on emerging 
markets should not weigh down 
the Philippine governments ca- 
pability to service its debts, said 
James McCormack, Fitch Ratings 
senior director and head of Asia 
sovereign ratings. 

“It shouldn't really affect the 
ratings because our view is that 
the markets may have gotten 
ahead of themselves," McCorma- 
cksaid in an interview at the side- 
lines of the 45th ACI World 
Congress hosted by Philippine 
foreign exchange traders. 

“What we're seeing now is a 
change in risk appetite of in- 
vestors, we think, and not neces- 
sarily a change on fundamen- 
tals,” MeCormack said. "lt can 
turn into something that could af- 
fect credit fundamentals but, up 
to now, we haven't seen that." 

Over the last three weeks, cur- 
rencies, bonds and equities in 
‘emerging markets like the Philip- 
pines were rattled by worri 
over high inflation in the United 
States which, in turn, could рге- 
'empt the earlier expected tailend 
in overnight interest rate hikes by 
the US Federal Reserve. 

Many analysts still expect that 
most of the recent selloffs would 
be reversed,jand that macroeco- 
nomic fundamentals in emerging 
markets would not have changed 
much to shift the long-run direc- 


tion of global markets. 

“A change in currency or a 
change in interest rates to defend 
the сштепсу—еу would have 
to be pretty significant in order to 
adjust or change the credit funda- 
mentals of a country" McCorma- 
cksaid. 

He acknowledged the Philippine 
government's recent fiscal gains 
but noted that a change in outlook 
to "positive" from "stable" was not 
likely in the immediate future due 
to lingering concerns over medi- 
um-term revenue collections. 

Meanwhile, most market play- 
е are expecting the Philippines 
and other central banks to tighten 
monetary settings to make their lo- 
cal currency assets more attractive 
given a shift in investors’ appetite 
away from emerging markets. 

*[thinkon a regional basis, one 
may expect some interest hikes, 
but very gradual," said former Fi- 
nance Secretary Jose Isidro Ca- 
macho. "Governments will still be 
very concerned about the growth 
of the economy.” 

Camacho, vice chair at Credit 
Suisse's investment banking for 
emerging markets in Asia, said 
the current market sentiment was 
а challenge for countries with 
negative interest rate differen- 
tials versus offshore benchmarks. 

“1° a very, very fine balancing 
act,” he said. “It’s very difficult, 
Some governments will have to 
be more aggressive, while some 
may be more prudent." 

In the case of the Philippines, 
the consensus among resource 
speakers and other participants 
at the ACI World Congress is that 
the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
may have to jack up its overnight 
interest rates by 50 basis points in 
the second semester. 
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PLDT seeks to boost sagging landline business: 


New pricing scheme seen to perk up telco’s core business. ; 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


WITH A NEW PRICING SCHEME, 
the Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. (PLDT) hopes to revive 
its stagnant landline business, 
‘which has been overshadowed by 
mobile phones in recent years, ac- 
cording to a company official. 
The new promo, which the N 

tional Telecommunications Com- 
mission (NTC) approved last 


г. BA 


week, will initially be applied to РЗ00 a month from the existing ducted in order to test new service 
“pilot areas” in order to test the  rateofoverP700amonthforres- packages оп а limited scale and to 


business model and the technolo- identialsubscribers. 


maximize capacity utilization in сеге 


gy that will be used to support it, Company officials clarified that tain areas, Isbertoexplained, adding 

PLDT spokesperson Ramon R. Is- the service will initially be that the new service schemes “are 

berto said. launched only in selected targetar- designed to provide new subscribers 
“We do hope that this will bet- eas, although it will not be restrict- additional options in terms of pric- 

ter position us to perk up the ed to new PLDT clients only. This ing and service features.” 

landline business in the target ar- means that existing subscribers The results of PLDT's pilot pro- 

eas," Isberto said. may opt to convert theirservicesto gram will determine which new 


‘The new scheme cuts the price the proposed “Economy Plans.” 


areas the service will be provided 
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Asia urged to curb reliance on US for growth 
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Regional 
cooperation seen 
key to progress 

By Doris C. Dumlao 


ASIA MUST BRACE FOR MORE EXTERNAL 
shods by moving toward a new growth 
paradigm that relies less on US consumption and 
‘more on internal strength as well as regional eco- 
nomic cooperation and integration, the chief of 
investment banking giant Merrill Lynch said. 

In a keynote speech before international 
currency traders at the closing of the 45th ACI 
World Congress hosted by the Philippines on 
Saturday, Merrill Lynch chair Kevan Watts said 
fast-growing Asia needed “a new dynamism to 
sustain growth and development in the next 


few years” as well-observed global imbalances 
i Vinyl Cutter 


EU eem ЕЕЕ 


were making policy adjustment inevitable. 

The Philippine initiatives to shore up inter- 
nal economic fundamentals by reducing re- 
liance on external debts and boosting revenue. 
collections were particularly lauded as an ex- 
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ample in the right direction. 
He said the US housing market was a major. 
т їп the global economy that was now 
losing momentum, on top of external shocks 
from skyrocketing oil prices, global terrorism 
and concerns over the Asian bird flu. 

“Asia has benefited enormously over the 
past five years from the easy availability of 
credit and in particular the readiness of Amer- 
ican homeowners to spend some of their new- 
found wealth,” Watts said, noting that Asian 
central banks had accumulated nearly $2 tril- 
lion in reserves through a model reliant on ex- 
porting to the world's biggest economy. 

Going forward, he also warned that the full 
effects of recent oil shocks could adversely af- 
fect Asia greatly. 

"With excess capacity at low levels and with 
prices increasingly driven by supply-side con- 
cems, any future adverse impact is likely to be 
greater than in the recent past,” Watts said. "We 
have already seen the beginning of some politi- 
cal consequences of these changing economic 
dynamics in the form of heightened protection- 
ist trade pressures, particularly in the US." 
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“The vagaries of the American election cy- 
cle and the weakened status of a second-term. 
president will likely ensure that these protec- 
tionist winds gather pace," he said. 

Jitters over an Asian bird flu and its potential 
toevolve into something that could be transmit- 
ted from one human being to another, as well as 
the threat of global terrorism, were likewise 
shocks that Asia must guard against, he added. 

"We are facing new challenges in the global 
economy and Asia in particular needs to find 
‘ways to sustain growth and development with- 
out strong consumption growth in the US." 

‘Watts said that this suggested a need for 
stronger internally generated growth in Asia, 
perhaps combining a lower savings rate and 
greater readiness for Asian countries to invest. 
ineach other. 

Establishing such a paradigm would not be 
easy, Watts admitted, but stressed that Asia 
could kick off with the pillars of regional eco- 
nomic integration unveiled by the Asian De- 
velopment Bank during the recent annual 
meeting in India. 

The ADB-supported framework calls for the 
provision of cross-border transport and other 
physical infrastructure and software; trade and 
investment cooperation among member-coun- 
tries; regional, monetary and financial collabo- 
ration, and cooperation for regional public ben- 
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efit in areas such as combating health hazards. 
Although 55 percent of Asian trade was now 
intra-regional, Watts said Asia must further di- 
versify trade flows away from the United States, 
Although the shift toward a monetary union 
‘was а tall order as what had happened in the Eu- 
ropean experience, Watts supported the ADB's 
plan to work on an index or indices of Asian cur- 
renies that would make it easier to tack the 
movement of these currencies against each other. 
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Hike in interest rates bane à 
on economy, BSP study says 


Rise in reserve requirement to reduce GDP 


By Doris С. Dumlao 


AHIKE IN KEY OVERNIGHT INTEREST 
rates by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
will have the biggest dampening effect 
оп the domestic economy over the long 
term, according to an intemal BSP 
study. 

For every 25 basis point increase in 
overnight or reverse repurchase rate, 
the study said the country’s gross do- 
mestic product would be reduced by 
at least P35.3 million a quarter for the 
next 12 months and P85.5 million a 
quarter over the next 24 months. 

‘Overnight rates refer to the interest 
charged on money that banks borrow 
from each other, usually to meet re- 
serve requirements, 

“A hike in the RRP rate, compared 
to other changes in reserve require- 
mentand open market operations, re- 
duces quarterly GDP by the largest 
magnitude in 24 months," it added. 

The new study reviewed recently 
by the Monetary Board also said that 
ап increase in the reserve require- 
ment on banks over the next 12 
months would cause the biggest re- 
duction in the country's gross domes- 
tic product. 

А hike in reserve requirements 
would mean that the banks will keep. 
more of its cash resources in its 
vaults, rather than lend it to borrow- 
ers or invested in securities. 


Aboitiz group’s Unionbank moves 


“In terms of impact on GDR а one- 
percentage point increase in reserve 
requirement leads to the greatest 
amount of reduction in quarterly GDP 
levels over periods of three and 12 
months,” the BSP study said. 

‘There were three monetary man- 
agement tools cited in the study: The 
overnight borrowing or reverse re- 
purchase (RRP) rate, reserve require- 
ment and outright sale of securities. 

Based on the study, the outright 
sale of securities by the BSP would be 
the least costly for the economy. 

The study was conducted on the 
heels of a regional selldown on 
emerging market portfolio assets on 
expectations of further increases in 
interest rates by the US Federal Re- 
serve. 

The increase in the reserve require- 
ment is seen slowing down domestic 
output by P800,000 each quarter in 
three succeeding months, but the im- 
pact would rise to P42.1 million а 
quarter over the next 12 months and 
P66.6 million a quarter over the next 
24 months. 

On the other hand, the issuance of 
Pl billion worth of securities to 
siphon off liquidity, was seen reduc- 
ing GDP by P2.8 million a quarter 
over the next 12 months and P4.5 
million a quarter over the next 24 
months 

In terms of tempering inflation, ап 
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increase in the reserve requirement 
would have the biggest immediate 
impact of nearly 0.1- percentage point 
reduction over a three-month period, 
the study noted. 

“However, over a period of one 
year, a 25-basis point increase in the 
RRP rate takes precedence over 
changes in reserve requirement and 
‘open market operations,” it said. 

Overall, a reduction in interest 
rates would make savings less attrac- 
tive and borrowing more attractive 
instead, stimulating spending. 

Itcan also boost the prices of assets 
such as shares and houses. 

But changes in interest rates can al- 
so affect the exchange rate. 

“An unexpected rise in the rate of 
interest in the Philippines relative to 
other countries would give investors 
а higher return on Philippine assets 
relative to their foreign currency 
equivalents, tending to make peso- 
denominated assets more attractive," 
the study explained. 

“That should raise the value of the 
peso, reduce the price of imports, and 
reduce demand for Philippine goods 
and services abroad," it said. 

But the study also said that the im- 
pact of interest rates on the exchange 
rate was “seldom that predictable.” 

The BSP had recently warned that 
local bond rates had fallen too low 
relative to foreign issues. 
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closer to taking over iBank assets 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


UNION BANK OF THE PHILIP- 
pines is moving closer to taking 
Over Intemational Exchange 
Bank as it expects to finish its due 
diligence by June 5. 

Unionbank president Victor 
Valdepefias made the assessment 
after the banks stockholders’ 
meeting late Friday. 

UnionBank earlier signed а 
memorandum of agreement with 
iBank shareholders JTKC Equities 
Inc., Vantage Corp., Razon In- 
dustries Inc, and Greenhillls 
Property Ventures to acquire their 
combined 67-percent stake in the 
company. 

UnionBank chair Justo Ortiz said 
earlier that he sees no hitches in the 
proposed merger with iBank. 

Ortiz had said minority share- 
holders could no longer make а 
counter-offer as the majority 
shareholders havealready agreed 
tosel their stake to UnionBank. 

"We just have to deal with the. 
rest of the shareholders either 
through individual agreements or 
а tender offer but the agreement 
is binding,” Ortiz said. 

“Those who will not accept a 
cash offer at P42.50 will just have 
to accept a share swap which will 
be the consequence of the merg- 
er" he added. 

iBank president Ramon Sy 


Mirant ups 


By Abigail L. Ho 


ATLANTA-BASED MIRANT CORP, 
parent firm of the country's largest 
independent power producer Mi- 
rant Philippines Corp., registered 
a huge net income jump in the 
first quarter to $467 million from 
only $11 million in the same peri- 
od last year. 

‘Adjusted net income, on the 
other hand, was placed at $142 
million. This excluded unrealized 
mark-to-market gains of $298 
million, plus other nonrecurring 
charges, mainly a $40-million 
gain on the sale of assets. 

Adjusted earnings before inter- 
est, tax, depreciation and amorti- 
zation, a measure of cash flow, 
reached $340 million in the first 
three months of the year. 

‘This $173-million jump in ad- 
justed Ebitda, as compared with 
the January-March period in 
2005, was attributed mainly to 
higher realized margins from 
hedging activities by the compa- 
nys business in the United 
States. 

"Our hedging strategy has 
been effective. We are substan- 
tially hedged for the year, which 
has produced More predictable fi- 
nancial results mitigating milder 
weather experienced ^ across 
much of the US during the quar- 


meanwhile, who was not among 
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those who signed the MOA, owns 
around 3 percent. 

UnionBank director Erramon 
Aboitiz, meanwhile, said a merg- 
er with iBank was a "perfect fit.” 

“We think it’s a good bank 
with good people running it. It’s 
a perfect fit in terms of culture 
and philosophy,” Aboitiz told In- 
Quien. 

UnionBank will be the surviv- 
ing entity of the merger, which 
will make UnionBank the 7th 
largest bank in asset size and 
branch network and the 8th 
largest in deposits. 

UnionBank currently runs 111 
branches, while iBank has 80. 

Ortiz admitted that UnionBank 
‘was behind its goal to be the third 
largest bank by 2010. 

"So we have to fast track 
things,” he said, adding that 
UnionBank is still open to new ac- 
quisitions. 

Acquisition of 67 percent in 
iBank would require roughly P9 
billion. 

"Capital raising is a possibility 
bur there is nothing in the books. 
It depends on the opportunities,” 
Valdepeñas said. 

He also said UnionBank aims 
to grow its net profit this year by 
Sto 10 percent from 2005, driven 
by both interest and non-interest 
income. 


profit in Q1 


ter,” Mirant chair and chief execu- 
tive Edward Muller said. 

Operating cash flow was 
pegged at $500 million, an 
amount already adjusted for 
bankruptcy payments. 

As of end-March, Mirant had 
cash and cash equivalents of 
$1773 billion. 

Mirant Philippines chair, presi- 
dent and chief executive Jose 
Leviste Jr said Mirant’s strong 
performance would also provide 
а huge boost to the company’s 
business in the Philippines. 

“These are very good numbers 
posted by our parent company. 
This motivates the Philippine 
business unit to work more effec- 
tively and efficiently to meet our 
goals for our stakeholders and 
targets for the year," he said in a 
statement over the weekend. 

Mirant Philippines accounts 
for about 40 percent of its parent 
firm's Ebitda. 

‘The IPP owns and operates some 
of the biggest power plants in the 
country, including the 1,200-MW 
Sual coal-fired plant in Pangasinan 
and the 700-MW Pagbilao coal- 
fired generation facility in Quezon. 

Italso has a stake in the 1,200- 
MW Mijan gas-fired power plant 
in Batangas 

Mirants total capacity in the 
‘country now stands at 2,200 MW. 
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BUSINESS 


| ZAMBOANGA CITY—EVEN THE FINANCE 

* sector wants Mindanao declared the coun- 
туў capital for halal food and processed 
consumer products. 

Halal pertains to foods or goods pre- 
pared in accordance with Islamic laws. 
Muslims do not eat food or use products 
laced with pork or anything perceived as 
unclean. 

Myle Johann Amsid, corporate sales 
manager for Bank of the Philippine Islands 
(BPD, said the bank was eager to know 
when Mindanao would be considered the 
country's halal center. 

"We want to know what are the imple- 
menting guidelines or rules for Mindanao 
to be a halal center," Amsid said. 

‘Amsid said the income from halal prod- 
ucts produced in Mindanao could be as 
high as $20 billion a year. 

The government eyes Middle East coun- 
tries and other areas where there are size- 
able Muslim population for halal products 


‘Mindanao wants to be known 
as halal center of RP 


produced in Mindanao. 

“We are expecting to gain $20 billion 
from the world market," he saic 

‘Amsid, also chair of the Mindanao Busi- 
ness secretariat, said the business sector 
has discussed the need for the declaration 
of Mindanao as the country’s halal capital. 

He said another meeting, which would 
involve chief executives and finance offi- 
cers of various corporations, rural banks, 
aquamarine and agricultural firms, would 
be held here on June 9. 

Bangko Sentral Gov. Amando Tetangco 
жаз expected to attend the meeting, which 
was also aimed at pushing the so-called 
Mindanao Business Agenda. 

“After the series of conferences, all action- 
able issues such as information technology, 
rubber and coconut, seaweeds, canning and 
shipping will be integrated and incorporat- 
ed into a package dubbed as the Mindanao 
Business Agenda,” Amsid said. Julie 5. Ali- 
pala, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


FOOD AND PERSONAL CARE PRO- 
ducts maker Unilever Philippines Inc. 
is set on tapping the multibillion-dol- 
lar-yearly halal market through its 
‘mayonnaise products. 

“We are very keen on halal and we 
hope to find a solution and be able to 
start by next year,” said Unilever chief 
executive Howard D. Belton. 

Belton said, however, that the cost 
of factory adjustments was one of the 
main reasons why the company was 
taking ts time on the matter. 

“We need about P10-million pro- 
duction line that would be isolated 
(from elements that would make the 
product not acceptable to the Muslim 
 market)," Belton said. "But going into 
thatis not just a simple issue of cost.” 

Halal is an Arabic word generally 


translated as “permissible” and, in re- 


lation to consumables, refer to prod- 
ucts that Muslims are allowed to use, 
eat and drink in the observance of Is 
lam. 

Unilever sells a product line of 
mayonnaise that comes in tuna, 
chicken and ham flavors—the latter 
prohibited among Muslims. 

The global halal food industry is 
said to account for about $150 billion 
inrevenues a year. 

Belton said the immediate market 
for Unilevers halal mayonnaise 
would be Malaysia, where the firm is 
already exporting its other products. 

"That would be a wiser move than 
going into the Indonesian market 
Where we are less established and 
where competition (would pose 
greater challenges)," Belton added. 

In a separate interview, Abdul Rah- 
man RT Linzag, president of the Islamic 
Da'wah Council of the Philippines (ID- 
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Unilever to tap halal mart 


Mayonnaise may soon be sold to Malaysia 


CP), said ketchup maker Heinz UPC 
Philippines was also interested in hav- 
ingits products certified as halal. 

IDCP is so far the only halal-certify- 
ing body in the country recognized by 
concerned international agencies 
such as the Jakarta-based World Ha- 
lal Council. 

Linzag said both Unilever and 
Heinz began talks with IDCP in 2005 
toknow more about the requirements 
ofhalal certification. 

"(Unilever officials told us that) if 
it is successful with mayonnaise, the 
firm would consider having its other 
food products halal-certified,” Linzag 
said. 

Further, he said that even certain 
segments in non-Muslim markets in 
Japan and Europe wanted halal foods 
because to these consumers, halal 
means high quality in terms of food 
preparation and nutritional value. 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
$98 M. Н. del Piar comer Dr J. Quitos Seats, Malte, Manta 
ты. Nos. 82.0000; 25.0100 cannecing al depatmorts 

INVITATION TO APPLY FORELIGIBILITY ANDTOBID 


Tho Land Bank of the Philppines invites supplersimanufacturers! 
distibutoruconiracors to apply for eigbilty and to bid forthe projects as 
€ 


DateTime 


Approved 


=> Deadline? 


Opening of 
‘Sigs 


роо 
эе 8, 2006) une 21, 2008) 
"200 pm | 100M 
1155010000 


LANDBANKOF THE PHILIPPINES 
31696 M. н doi Piar comer De. J. Qurios Suess, liste, Manta 
"Tek Nos. 522.0000. 526.0100 connecting si department 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID. 


The Land Bank ofthe Phippnes nvies suogiersmanutacturersiosinbutors/ 
Contractors 0 apply ог ekgbity and to bd for he projects as stated below: 


тет! 
Description. 


Approved 
Budget 


10 ров. Passbook [P7 500,000.00 
Pres 


Tit Supply and 
Delivery of 75 unis 
28212501 Roses 


P25 205.12500 


3.881.820.100 | uma а. 2008} 


IAT 1000 am. 


1 кї Supp and 
рече of Securty! 


ҮТП 


Various отта for 
Pring Depost 
‘Sips and Sepatu. 
Cards) 


222132000 | June 8, 2008 June 21, 005 


1000 am | тры 


Tha Bid Documents shali be avaisblo al the General Services 
Sarung May 22. 2006 upon payment of ron refundable fee incited above. 


‘The Pro-Bis Conference shal be held at GSD Conference Room, 25th Foor, 
LANOGANK Plaza, 1998 M. Н. del Pilar St, Malate, Mania. 


The bidders shall drop their duly accomplished eigily requremorts techricai 
ad financial proposals in tree separate sealad eieicpes in tho bd box 
{Seated al the abovementioned address. 


For mora information, please cal the LBP-Requistions Manat 
at lelephone поз 851-2200 locals 2462, 453, 7233 8 7234. 


LANDBANK reserves to igh to accent or reject any Bid, to annu the bidding 
process, and o reject al Bids at any Ume pror do салтаа sword, wahoo 
Trey incurring ary toby tote босса beri 


Division 


PN EPA BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


E 
a 


Tre Bid Documents shal be avalatie atthe General Senices Deparment 
‘Baring May 29, 2008 upon payment of non.re.ndebe log пасва ане. 


‘The Pre-Bid Contorenco shall be had at GSD Conference Room, 25h Fior, 
ANOBANK Plaza, 1598 M. H. de Pr St, Ма, Mania. 


 Thebiódersshalldrop their duty accomplished eSgbáty requirements, technical 
ad financia рхоровай а (ree separate sealed erwelopes i Ihe Did box 
сме si to abovementioned address. 


For more iormator, pisse cal he LBP-Reguistions Management Division 
Bt eleghone поз 551-2200 locis 2482, 2459, 1233 & 1294. 

LANDBANK reservas tha right to accept or reject any BI, 1o annul the bidding 
process. and to reject all Bids al any ime pror 0 contrac award, wihoul 
rots колто any tabaty to the afecid certs). 


BIDSANDAWARDS COMMITTEE | 


1Р0-мау 134 una, 208) 


перане he Philippine 
National Transmission Corporation. 


Teste ‘South Luzon Operations and Maintenance 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


Replacement of 1925 m. Corded Overhead Ground Wire along 
230 KV Transmission Line 1 & 2 (From Tower No. 28-64, Tower Me. 77-88) 
(38.532 creat a.) 


Tho proposed preci located in Laguna Province wth an estimated eng of 38 532 
сай мотоа The wark contemplated 10 be done by e successiu! der shal consist 
"f ити ali supanmrdence labor. materiais, suppl, tools, and equipment and 
ier motis nocnasany or the complete relacorent ol comode ovamaas рола 
"ure Inucing ina hardware in accordance win In requrements ol 1na ала and 
pd 


[TRANS-06-ROHGWMK-EG-05] 


‘The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM. trough the імага! Cash 
‘Generation (ICG) tends o appl пе sum ot One Ап Soven, Pundred Мону Four 
Thousand Soven Huncred Suty Kine & 94/100 (Pro 1.794.750 94) bong бе Approved 
Budget or Contract (ABC) o payments under е contact fr Rapiacamontof 19 25 um. 
Overhead Ground Vir along Магуа-Кавулап 230 КУ Transmssion Line 1 & 2 (From 
Tower No, 26-64, Tower No. 7-88) 38 532 creat кт. B racewed m excess ol ia 
ABC shale automatcaly rected at Ва opening 


Tho NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION SLOM cow invites point Bidders 
{submit Letter of nent (LON) and app or eb lor ne Replacemant of 1920 ar. 


2 tom Towar o 26.4, Tower No 77-88) ore shuld possessa 
‘aun Licenee Particular of at loast: “Category D & С, Specialties” эпа Registration 
Particular of at least. "Small B, Electrical Works" (Power Transmission & 
Distribution) respecivly, ave completed a singlo contact sar о e contract tobe 
tid vong etaisionicenacucson о ames lon ias ated 6 kV and above The 
‘ue of whi should be at laast S0% ol he ABC. and meat ma obar mimm AED 
‘equrements led mine eigoaiy documents Ajpicalons lor куолу wba wasted 
‘n'a pasa рана Tho ae aay or атанат cl eicit documents nad ba on the 
те date cl ha opaning ol Ер лү documents, June 09, 2006, 9:00 A.M aita вола 
телїопо п the ox succeeding poragranhs, Oniy oos Васа pasang ha окрему 
heck wl e ented (о purchase ne бй Document. Complaton of the works i 
‘egured by ба working days. 


‘Beng wi bo conducted тому! open compat bing posses as space jn 
the implomentng Ruos ond Regulators Part A IRR-A) of Repubic Ас No 184 (R A 
tei) omarwaa known as tho Government Procuomont Rafarm Ac. ands гойт. 
nies оиун sted toorganzatons wih st ast savant е parcat (9%) nteres 
Э outstanding capt siock belonging 1o cans o tha Propines in accordance min 
IRR Pan A оК A S184, ely ce ram Baders who passed Ра емуру check wa bo 
‘opened’ The Bidder wth Ра Lowest Садо Did СВ) shel advanca 1o ina post. 
‘uasticabon stage In eror to ino determina в responsiveness to e locrica ard 
‘hanes roaroments o то project Tho contract shat then bo awarded Io ha Lowest 
alata Responsive Войо САШ) who was dataminad as sch ig pos 
чаза 


Intrested Вабо shat secura ho БАБ document tom ha ВАС Secotrat at me 
"adórces stata баон, Шапур May 22° Juna 09, 2006 rom 8:00 A M to 3-00 PM роп 
Baymont of a non r&untotio lao i Рлә1. 00000 They shal submit mer accomplished 
Entity documents on or before Juno 09, 2006, 9:00 A M. si te salad address: 
Elgoxty боп shal ba tai on June 22 2006, 9:00. M atia ОЛУР Conieranca 
Ноот B of o salad пот 


Interested өе Bidders may obtain further Information from NATIONAL 
TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM Regional Contracts, p^ 
(ОМО) and пара tna Baang Documents ata adress gon below lom 8:00 A M 
1o 5:00 M. on June 28-30, 2008. 


A comploa sat of Bidding Documents moy be purchased by Biders tht passed tbe 

шу chock upon ha preseranon о na Noten of Eigen ю ha BAC Serena a 

the addres palon апа upon payment ol anon fluncadie ее PRPS 00000 Tho Sng 

Documont shal Бе received personaiy by e bilder or hs auinonzod rpresenatve 
jarang June 2.30, 2006, 8:00 AM - S00 Р.М. 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SL OM vl hois a Pre Bá Corlorenca 
pon 10 al igo bore o July 07, 2006, -30 A-M. the ОЛУР Contorence Rom 
Transco. SLOM San Veento Bitan, Laguna 


Deadine tor submission ol bids is on July 19, 2006 9:30 A. M at ia adros below Al 
Bide must bo accormpamad by a 88 Sacurty n any e preserved orm таса undor 
Secion 27 2 of RA 8164 D ороп shat бо on me seme dato July 1, 2006, 9:30 
АМ aiio OAVP Coofarence Room B of Transco SLOM. Lala Bids shal not bo 
эссөрей Bias ийбе pened inthe presence o ne Bader roprseraeves who choose 
pr] 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM reserves th rg 1o accept 
тарс ay fd, and t ana па bang process and це. at bs at any по prora. 
Contac award, мо inarany incurnng any toy ю ma alecta Bor or Bidder 


spera Conrania anagonbn Ge REM. n Матто 
Von M (омо) 
San eons Brun. Logura ад 
М. Rutor Costs“ BAC Charman 
(02y90%-4576 тоўо 4094, 4080. 2053 
зазна 
TR nr 


1500). RUBEN G. CASTUERA 
‘BAC Cr 


(Potty аз. 206) 


epic of the Patines 
National Transmission Corporation 
South Luzon Operations end Maintenance. 


‘ts 


Trans Са 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


Behabilztion of 52854 
(62 Transmissioa Line [Phase 1) 


Tho proposed project is located in Batangas Province, South Region. The work 
Contemplate io be done by the succorsi bidder hal consist af furnishing ll 


[TRANS-0¢-RS28S488C1P-£6-10-P82] 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM Tough e intemal Cash 
 Geperaton ICG) lands о өрә} te sum of Fen Miton Five Honored Seventy Four 
Талла Eg rro Nirmeen а 2000 (Prp 18.574219 28) bang me Miei 
Budget ку Contract (ABC) 1o payments under me conira for Retabiaton oi 
Bachar dote Gir утте ne Phase) ide ocoved nem BO 
ABC shal be automancaty ropciad at Ва орел. 


Tho NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SL OM now ites point! Biers 
io pur Leder ot rient (LOrjand appt lr esp or eranabaraton 0732854 BECP 
SAY Tansmsson Lre Beers shoud possess a valid РСАВ license wih License 
Particular of t east. Category B. аса Registration Particular of at 
least: "Medium A, Electrical Works" (Power Transmission & Distribution). 
Tospectney have completed a snge correc sar Io Re солга 1o be tig зом 
ру and ngaraton d sce pos гае 69 ку ond above. Tha vaut © wich should 
беа вон 0% c e ABC. and moet te over тутот Оуу equremerts stated n 
песку documents Jopicators for eigestáywilbeevaaisdon a “passat” basis. 
‘Tha ы day for submission Ч eighty documents chal be cn he same doe of me 
opening of bgbaty documonts June 8, 2006, 8:00 AM а be access mentnedin 
‘Ro nea! suecesang baraachs Orly osa fdoors passing tho ebpbity cock wi Бе 
‘ile о purchase ie Sang Document Conpieton of fe work ie oqured Dy 20 
working days. 

вето wit be concuctsd tough open compete ызаа process as speci in 
{he inpementng Res and Reguatons Pat A IRR-A) of орис Ac No. S184 (RA 
SIBA) олегезе inon эз ma Goverment Procuamert Паст Ас and is евина, 
“леа олигин sting, toorganzanors mth at ast savent parcem 75% moras 
‘Sr custangng capai sock bucngag io czens ol ha Рпаррлез. in accordence wih 
IRR Par A ot А 9184, оп bide rom Biadors who passed the суым chock wal bo 
Opened. The Oder wih tw Lowest Cacues B (LCS) shal advonce to ma post. 
Suaufcanan siaga e тег 1o fray синте n resporsoncas to hs toch and 
franca regurameris of e го. Tha contract shal men be awarded 1o т Lowest 
Caleslatog Responsive Bader (LCR) who was determined as such curing post- 


ipea docoments on or belore June 08, 2006, 3:00 AM al the salad accross 
Едам Seearing shat ба rak on June 08, 2006, 2-90 A. M at ho ОЛУР Conference: 


ЮРА on une 28-30, 2088 


А сотре зы ol Biang Documents may bo purchased by Bidders mat passed the 
убу creca upon tho presenimson c te Nonce of Egnty tothe BAC Secretanat a. 
tho acies brow ага upon payment of a noe rezrdibi le Php. 00.00 The Bary 
Documenta stai be есине pursenaty by tw Beda’ © Ns auPortod ropreseriatvl 
эзи Juno 28-30, 200630 A M - 08 PM. 


Tho NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOt а okt a Pro Bi Conieronco 
pen tol Capi Badara on July 06 2006. 9-30 AAL э тю ОЛУР Confeanco Room. 
Татасо SLOM Son Vento Dar, Laguna 

Dendino or ийиназюп c ids в on July 18. 2006, 9:30A. M at o across olov. AB 
‘ids тии бо accompanied by a Ва Sacurty in any ot e prescribed orm nacaid undar 
Зесюп272 d А 9101 Ба cpeneq sal be on me sumo dato. July 16 2008, 230 
АМ at Ino OAVP Conference Room D of Transco SLOM. Lala Gus shal noi be 
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Chinese firms looking 


for land in Mindanao 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


A GROUP OF CHINESE IN- 
vestors is keen on developing 
some 4,500 hectares of land in 
Zamboanga Sibugay in Min- 
danao, which will entail some 
P5.4 billion in investments, an in- 
dustry official said. 

Basilisa Ho, chair of the Philippine 
Rubber Industry Association, said 
Chinese investors were looking at 
land suitable for growing rubber as 
China strives to meet its growing de- 
mand for natural rubber. 

Now the world's biggest rubber 
consumer, China imports one mil- 
lion metric tons (MT) of natural 
Tubbera year forthe manufacture. 
of motor vehicle tires, shoes, dis- 
posable surgical and industrial 
gloves, she said. 

She, however, refused to di- 
vulge the name of the Chinese 
companies until agreements have. 
been signed. 

Industry estimates showed 
that investments in growing rub- 
ber range from P90,000 to 
P120,000 a hectare. 


tation in the Philippines, the old- 
est being in Menzi, Isabela. 

There are 2,000 hectares of refor- 
ested land planted to around 34,000 
rubber trees in Zamboanga Sibugay, 
easily overtaking the 17,000 and 
29,000 trees produced in Cotabato 
and Basilan, respectively. 

“Investments in rubber are 
well compensated because the 
world price of raw rubber sap had 
jumped more than 300 percent 
an average of $1,600 per metric 
ton from $380 last year,” said 
Onofre Grino, president of the 
Menzi Agricultural Corp.—one of 
the remaining rubber plantations 
inthe country. 

This has prompted farmers to 
produce more of the commodity 
this year, he said. 

The Philippines is the 12th 
largest rubber producer in the 
world, 

Of the 60,000 metric tons of 
rubber produced last year, 40,000 
metric tons went to the export 
market. according to the Depart- 
‘ment of Agriculture. 

The leading markets for Philip- 


to the second oldest rubber plan- 


‘Zamboanga Sibugay is home pine rubber are China, Taiwan, 


Malaysia and Singapore. 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Transportation and Communteations 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO SUBMIT LETTER OF INTENT 


The Department of Transportation and Communications (DOTC) is hereby 
inviting prospective bidders to submit their Letter of Intent to participate in the 
Uupcouning procurement of Civil Works Contractors and Equipment Suppliers for 
‘he Laguindingan Airport Development Project ШАРР) 


The project scope may include but not limited to: (i) Construction of new runway 
and taxiway, (i) construction of new apron and other airside civil works, (i) 
construction of new passenger terminal building and other landside civil works 
and (iv) provision of new air navigational and other airport equipment 


The bidding procedure shal be in accordance with the International Competitive 
Bidding stated in the Guidelines for Procurement under the Economie 
Development Cooperation Fund (EDCF) Loan. The bidding will commence afler 
the updating of project cost and re-engagement of consulting services. 


Submission of Lener of Intent shall not be atr than 15 June 2006 addressed to 
The Chairman, Bids and Awans Commitee for Forcign-Assisted Projets, DOTC 
зи Unit 61, 6th Floor, The Columbia Tower, Ortigas Avenue, Mandaluyong City, 
Metro Manila. 


(Sgd.) ROBERT R. CASTAÑARES 
ВАС Chairman 


(POI May 22 29 ana June 05. 2008 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
& COMMUNICATIONS 
Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Transportation and Communications 
BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


INVITATION TO SUBMIT LETTER OF INTENT 


The Department of Transportation and Communications is 
hereby inviting prospective bidders/challengers to submit their 
Letter of Intent for the "Swiss Challenge" of the proposal to 
Finance, Design, Construct, Operate and Maintain the planned 
23-km MRT Line 7 Project (EDSA/North Avenue, Quezon City 
to San Jose Del Monte, Bulacan) including its 22-km. road 
access component (NLEX Bocaue Exit to San Jose Del Monte, 
Bulacan) submitted by Universal LRT Corporation (BVI) Ltd. the 
original proponent of the project, through the Unsolicited Build, 
Gradual Transfer, Operate and Maintain Scheme, a variant of the 
Build, Operate and Transfer (BOT) mode. 


‘The proposed bidding shall be governed by the BOT Law (R.A. 
No. 7718) and its Implementing Rules and Regulations. 


Submission of Letter of Intent shall not be later than 15 June 2006 
addressed to The Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee, 
DOTC at Unit 61, 6th Floor, The Columbia Tower, Ortigas 
‘Avenue, Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila. 


(504) ROBERT R. CASTANARES 
BAC Chairman 
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MONDAY, MAY 29, 2006 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


STARTUP MOBILE PHONE FIRM CONNEC- 
tivity Unlimited Resources Enterprise Inc. 
(CURE) must first roll out its own third-ge 
eration (3G) network in line with its commit 
‘ment to regulators before it can hope to ride 
on the infrastructure of its competitors, ас- 
cording to regulators. 

The statement was made by National Tele- 
comumications Commission (NTC) Commis- 
sioner Ronald О. Solis last week, in reaction to 
CURE's plan to piggyback on the 3G network 
infrastructure of industry giants Smart 
Telecommunications Inc. and Globe Telecom 
Inc. 

Та an interview with reporters, Solis said 
that while the 3G guidelines issued by the. 
NTC allows for the so-called “co-location” of 
facilities, CURE must first show its comm 
ment to the business by setting up its initial 
telecommunications infrastructure. 

"The concept of co-location is only for [ge- 
ographic] areas where it does not make sense 
to have a duplication of facilities,” he said. 

Solis envisions such sites to be provincial or 
rural areas with relatively light 3G communi- 
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CURE told to roll out 
its own 3G network 


plan called for co-location of facilities with its 
competitors as part of its business strategy. 

‘The NTC chief said he saw nothing wrong 
with the plan, as long as the company doesn't 
rely too heavily on this model. 

"if you're able to show the NTC that you're 
compliant [with the 3G rollout plan], we'll 
even help initiate the network sharing among 
the companies,” Solis said. 

For his part, Recto assured the NTC that 
CURE is on schedule to meet its commitments 
with the telecommunications regulator. 

“We intend to roll out, based on the sche- 
dule we submitted to them,” he said. "We are 
in the middle of our tendering process for the 
first phase of our roll out.” 

CURE has long been rumored to be allying 
itself with Hong Kong-based telecommunica- 
tions powerhouse Hutchison Whampoa for its 
“pure 3G" business model, although it has yet 
to make a formal announcement on this mat- 
ter 

The commission is set to examine the busi- 
nesses of Smart, Globe, Digitel and CURE to 
evaluate their compliance with the terms and 
conditions set out when their licenses were 
awarded late last year. 


cation traffic, such 
that they would not 
warrant large invest- 
ments in multiple 
base stations to ser- 
vice a limited mar- 
ket. 

“In that case, the 
companies can co-lo- 
cate,” he said, adding 
that it will be up to 
the telecommunica- 
tions firms to discuss 
among themselves 
the prices that they 
would charge com- 
petitors for the 
"rental" of the 3G in- 
frastructure. 

So far, Smart and 
Globe have begun an 
aggressive rollout 
program aimed at 
dominating the local 
3G market. 

However, Gokong- 
weiowned Digital 
Telecommunications. 
Phils. Inc. and 
CURE—owned Бу 
former Trade Minis- 
ter Roberto V. Ong- 
pin—are taking their 
time in implement- 
ing their own 3G pro- 
grams, preferring to 
‘watch from the side- 
lines as their com- 
petitors take the 
lead. 

Earlier, СОКЕ 
president Eric O. Rec- 
to said the company’s 


PLDT 
seeks ... 


From page B7 
to, Isberto said. 


їп one proposed 
economy package, for 
example, the basic 
fixed line voice service. 
monthly fee would be 
set at P300 for resi- 
dential subscribers. 
This basic monthly fee 
remains subject to the 
currency — exchange 
тше adjustment, or 
„СЕЋА, mechanism. 
Subscribers — who 
"wish to avail of these 
economy plans will be 
levied an incremental 
P5 per call surcharge 
for domestic and inter- 
national long distance 
calls based on existing 
per minute rates. 
‘Also, subscribers to 
the economy рап 
would not be quali- 
fied to enroll in the 
existing P10 per сай 
unlimited PLDTPLDT 
NDD offer or other 
discounted rates be- 
ing offered by PLDT. 
For economy plan 
customers who wish 
to subscribe to either 
PLDT Vibe Intemet 
dial up service or 
PLDT DSL broadband 
ternet service, they 
will be charged an In- 
ternet access fee of 
P400 per month on 
top of the basic fixed 
line voice service fee. 
Inaddition, the ex- 
isting PLDT Vibe per 
minute rates or the 
applicable РТ DSL 
monthly fees will be 
charged. 


INVITATION TO BID 
FOR MANPOWER SERVICES 


PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENT: 


Company Profile - Minimum of (3) years of 
continuous experience with regional offices in 
Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. 


Audited financial statements in good financial 
standing for the last (3) years. 


3. Government permits and licenses: DTI, SEC, DOLE 


Above requirements must be submitted on or before 
June 2, 2006. 


A Pre-bid Conference shall be held for all qualified 
bidders at a date to be announced later. 


Submit requirements and ай inquiries to: 
MR. NOEL TIRO 
Design and Bidding Officer 
8th Floor, UCPB Head Office Bldg., Makati Avenue, Makati Ci 


Tel. No. 811-9912 


Sun Fire™ X4200 Server 


Fast, Reliable,.and Expandable 
One- to Four-Way x64 Server 


& Sun 


microsystems 


— Ae 


AMD Opteron processors are the most powerful x64 processors on the market, 
delivering better performance than Xeon processors, and at a much lower cost. 


Highlights: 


+ Rack-optimized 20 server providing the highest performance levels in its class 


+ Able to accept the fastest single-core and dual-core AMD Opteron processors 


- 8.0 GB/sec. HyperTransport link with 6.0 GB/sec. access between processor and memory 


- Four DIMM slots per CPU socket, DDR1/400 ECC registered DIMMs (128-bit plus ECC databus), 


total eight DIMM slots, up to 8 GB per CPU 


+ Hot-swappable, 2.5-inch SAS internal disks, RAID 0, 1 on-board, up to four HDDs with DVD-ROM 


+ Dual redundant, hot-swappable power supply 


+ Enterprise RAS features for maximum uptime 


- Four integrated Gigabit Ethernet ports for maximum network expandability 


+ More energy-efficient than Xeon servers 


+ Significant power and cooling savings 


- Runs virtually any operating system including the Solaris OS, Linux, and Windows 


- VO expandability for connectivity to multiple devices leading to higher throughput 


+ Simplified lights out systems management with no hidden costs 


< 3-year warranty on parts 


Ситна о пл on те folowing operating systems 


sotaris ШИЛ 
Windows es 


it's our business to make your business grow Wm Mase 
sales@wsiphil.com.ph +63 2 810.9301 +63 2 812.7666 
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National Transmission Corporation 
Republic of the Philippines 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF VARIOUS CABLES 
PBOS0429-LEQO73 PR NO. PM-EDC-06 00000433 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION, Head Ойсе Regon (TRANSCO- 

НО) through the 2005 Corporate Budget approved by he TransCo Board mtends 
{o apply ihe sum of PhP 10,710,79.20 bang te Approved Budget for the Contact 
(ABC) fo payments under the contract ox Р8080428-:Е0073:РЯ NO. PM-EDC Q6- 
000020433, Supply and Delivery of Various Cables. Bd recened m excess ol 
the ABC shalibe automancañy rejecied at Bd opening Award shali be on a lot basis. 
The TRANSCO-HO now invites Bids Кот efile Bidders or Supply and Delivery 
of Various Cables. every of ihe GOODS is requred within sixty (80) calendar 
days irom the receipt of tne approved Purchase Order Contract. The desenguon. 
Of an ebpbe Badder s contemed n Sacton Il al the Bidding Documents, ПВ. 
‘Biting wil be conducted through open compete bidding procedures using aor 
discretionary pass/fail ceria as speciied in the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Part A RR-A) of Republic Ас 9184 (RA S184). ofherwise known as. 
the “Goverment Procurement Reform Ac.” andi resvicted to Fino citensksole 
Droprietorships, organizations with at least золу percent (60%) interest or 
oustanding captal stock belongng 1o ciens o he Phppines, and o cittens oe 
‘xganizauons ofa county the laws or regulations of which gant siar пуз or 
privileges to Flipino ciuzens, pursuant to Republic Act 5183 (R.A. $183) and 
Subject 1o Commonwealth Аа 138 (C A. 138). Oniy Bids from Bidders who ass the 
жуму check ий be opened. The process for the eligi check is described in 
Section of the Bidding Documents, TB. The bdderwih the Lowest Cakculaed Bd 
(LCB) shat advance o the post quoficauon stage in order to finaly determine 
resposiveness of ihe hid 1o echnical and nancial requirements ofthe project. The 
contract shal hen be awarded to (ho Lowest Calculated and Response Bier 
(САВ) who was determined as such during the post qualícation procedure. 
A complete set ot Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders rom 
the address below from May 29, 2006 to June 20, 2006 тот 9:00 A.M. to 
4:00 P.M. and upon payment ola rocreluncatie lec in the amount ol Php 2,000.00. 
The method of payment wil be Cash. The Biking Documonts shali be recewed 
personaly by the prospecive Bidder or his authorized represertate. 

2 The TRANSCO-HO wil hold а Pre. Conference open о al interested paris on 

June 07,2006 3:30 PM. at the address below. 
Bids and йоду requirements must be delivered to the address below on or 
before June 21, 2008/10:00 A.M. Al Bids must be accompanied by а B security 
in any ol the folowing lorms and amount or an equivalent amount in a freely 
convertible currency. Lat Bids sal nat be accepted 


Form ol Security Minimum Amoontin*s of 
Approved Budget tor the 
Contract tobe Bid 
‘One percent (1%) or P107,108.78 


Cash, coriid check, cashiers check 
manager's check, bank draltor 
revoca lener ol credi 


Bank guarantee 


One and a һай расо 
0-0259 or PIÉQ 664 68 


Tuo anda hal percent 
(212%) о POS1.71448. 
One hundred percent (100%) 
of 1071097820 


‘Bid opening shal bo on June 21, 200871000 AM ai the Adinin Conferonce Room 
same address below. Bids wil be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ 
Teptesentatves who choose 1o ation at the address below. 

“The National Transmission Corporation reserves the ight o accept or reject any 
Bé. t ann he xdg process, and to regc li Bs at any ипе por to Conrad 
‘ward, out thereby lacmog any labi o те allected Ber or Balders. 
National Transmission Corporaton, Head Ойсе Region 

Me Armando N Ochoa, ВАС Chasman 

MMO Olice, GIF Гато Man Bt. 

Power Contr, Quozon Ave come BIR Road 

Duman, Quezon Cay 

Tol. No. (632) 88172054632) 9812241 

Fax No (632) 9228432 

Website: wemrarsco gh 


Surety bond 


Forga government guaranice 


(Sgd ARMANDO N. OCHOA. 
Charman, Bats and Awards Commitee. 
90i May 29 Je 180) 
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WS-CESQO-24TT. К 
"Twenty-four 10/100 pots for desktop connect 
Swe Ti0onoDOSASE-Tposlorupinkor — 
server connectivity 


mme] 


ws-cesoo.24Lc 

Twenty 10/100 ports for desktop connectivity 

1 Four 10/100 PoE ports for desktop 
access point, IP telephony, ог cosed-crcult TV 
camera connecivly 

«Two TO/100/10008ASE-T or Small Form-Factor 
Ploggable (SFP) ports for uplink or server 
‘connectivity 


ws-ces00-24°c 

"iwenty-lour 10100 PoE ports for desktop 
weiess, IP tolophony, or eosod-crout TV 
сатаа connectvty 

‘Two 10/007 0008ASE-T or SFP ports for uplink 
‘or server connocivy 


Ws-CESDG-I2TC 

"Eight 10/100/1000BASE-T and four 
TO/T09/10008ASE-T or SFP port lor server 
aggregation or server connectivity 
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Steniel's creditors mulling 
over foreclosure of assets 


By Elizabeth L, Sanchez 


CREDITOR BANKS LED BY 
Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co. , 
Chinatrust Commercial Bank and 
Bank of the Philippine Islands 
have declared packaging firm 
Steniel Manufacturing Согр. 
(Steniel) "in default" of debts 
Worth at least P690 million. 

; According to sources in the 
banking, thecreditors are now re- 
Viewing their options, which may 
include foreclosing on Steniel's 
assets or going into negotiations 
fo find other ways by which the 
company can repay its debts. 

* The Inquinen last Friday tried 
fo reach Steniel's office in Cavite 
but was told that there were по 
bfficials present at the time, 

This development came about 

Shortly after the company an- 
hounced the management buy- 
out of shares in its parent firm. 
7 Steniel (Belgium) Holdings NV 
sold its 100 percent stake in Ste- 
niel (Netherlands) Holdings BV 
to certain directors and officers of 
the publicly listed firm. 

Since Steniel Netherlands owns 
82.3 percent of Steniel, the sale has 
in effect, placed the said ownership 
bf Steniel into the hands of the lo- 
cal management, sources said. 

* Steniel Belgium is the holding 
gompany owned by Europe and 
Asia invested advisory firm CVC 
Capital Partners Asia Pacific LP 
and Asia Investors LLC. 

1 Steniel however said in its dis- 
tlosure that while the parties in- 
volved in the deal have signed a 
share purchase agreement, the 


Steniel 


BOI grants tax perks 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE BOARD OF INVESTMENTS 
has granted tax perks to telecom- 
munications giant Smart Com- 
munications Inc. for its P33.18- 
billion third-generation cellular 
mobile phone project. 

BOI had earlier approved the 
similar project of Globe Telecom, 
for which it intends to spend 
P5.48 billion. 

According to the BOI, Smart's 
investment was given pioneer 
status due to the huge amounts 
involved. 


holder 


July. 


Ву raising fees, 
PCA gets to hike 
income by 
P100M a year 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE PHILIPPINE COCONUT AUTHORITY 
(PCA) has announced plans to increase its fees 
by six centavos per kilo which will, in effect, 
Jack up its income by P100 million a year. 

PCA Administrator Oscar Garin said that the 
fee would now be 12 centavos for every kilo of 
coconut ofl exported. The proceeds would be 
used to augment the agency's funds. 

“We obtained the go-signal from the Depart- 
ment of Finance to increase our fees by six cen- 
avos, so long as there is a program to be im- 
plemented for its utilization," Garin said. 

He added that the PCA would conduct con- 
sultations with industry millers before imple- 
menting it. 

Local oil millers—members of the United Co- 
сои Association of the Philippines (Ucap) and 
the Philippine Coconut Ой Producers Associa- 
tion (Pcopa)—are questioning the fee increase 
ata time when a supply glut in the world mar- 
ket has pulled down coconut ой prices 

“We hope they should consider our present 
circumstances before they implement the fee 
hike," according to an industry official. “It 
would be untimely at this time.” 

The finance department favored the in- 
crease in PCA’ fees, on condition that strict 
‘monitoring of the Department of Agriculture 
should be implemented. 

According to letter from DOF Undersecretary 
Gil-S. Beltran dated April 7, the fee increase. 
Woilld be allowed under certain conditions. 

‘The DOF said that a program for the devel- 
opment of the Philippine coconut industry 
must be established and this should focus on 
the: upgrading of small coconut farmers’ en- 
trepreneurial skills. 

“There must be an approval by the DA of 
the PCA programs and desired outcomes to be. 
funded by the 6-centavo increase,” the DOF 
qoid. 

he DOF also warned that there is a pend- 
Ig case before a Quezon City Regional Trial 
Court against the PCA filed by the Pcopa re- 
garding the hike in PCA fees, 


shares of the Dutch holding firm 
have not been transferred to the 
buyers pending completion of 
various requirements. 


Stock Exchange that Steniel Bel- 
gium's sale of shares was con- 
ducted in order to give directors 
and officers ofthe local firm more 
flexibility in the opera 
‘management of the business. 

Banking sources however said 
that the Belgian firm simply 
wanted out. 

‘The sources also said that the 
announced deal shocked creditors 
since they received a formal offer 
in January from Steniel Belgium 
proposing to sell its shares to them. 

The offer did not carry a dead- 
line. Between January and May, 
creditors claimed they were loo! 
ing for an investor to take over 
the shares, which they planned to 
purchase from Steniel Belgium. 

Steniel has three manufactur- 
ing plants located in Cavite, Cebu 
and Davao. It manufactures pa- 
per products, paper board and 
corrugated carton containers. 

Steniel technically has been in 
default for the last two years. But 
creditors said they tended to over- 
look this technicality since there 
had been discussions on how to 
settle the debts through a share 
purchase. Later, it was agreed that 
the firm would be turned over to 
an interested investor. 

In October 2000, Metro Pacific 
Corp. and Philippine Internation- 
al Paper Corp. sold their com- 
bined 72.6 percent in Steniel to 
Steniel Netherlands. 


A pioneer status means Smart 
is qualified for a six-year tax holi- 
day duty-free importation of cap- 
ital goods and other fiscal and 
non-fiscal incentives. 

Smart plans to raise 81 percent 
of the required outlay from stock- 
equity 

through borrowing, 

The 3G project would create 
107 new jobs and is expected to 
start commercial operations in 


Based on the company's appli- 
cation, Smart expects its 3G sub- 
seriber base to grow steadily from 
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Packaging firm defaults on debts, say banks 
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EQUALOPPORTUNITY 
The blind man on the left waits for his companion, paraplegic Enriquito Relagio, to finish filing up a job 
application form from his wheelchair: Retagio hopes to repair celular phones someday. Persons with 
disabilities who are looking for work are provided pre-employment counseling, and livelihood seminars 
during a jobs fair at the Occupational Safety and Health Center in Quezon City. 


year. 


are expected to g 


and the rest depend on actual 


Smart plans to 


business districts, 


as well as popular 


In the same period, revenues 


million to P28.1 billion while cap- 
ital. expenditures, 


up, is seen to reach an average of 
P5.4 billion a year. 


its 3G service starting with Metro. 
Manila—especially the central 


and hotels—and Cebu and Davao 


to other cities and towns. 
row from P900 — In January, 
Telecommunications 
which would 
Subscriber take. 


make available 36 technology and 


airports, malls 


touristspots. connection while mobile. 


The service would then gradu- 
ally reach out to capital cities and 
towns in the provinces and then 


the National 
Commis- 
sion assigned Smart its desired 
3G frequency bands that the firm 
said would help hasten its deliv- 
ery of 3G services to the public. 
services 
would allow users to hear and see 
the panty they are contacting—both 
here and abroad—watch television 
shows and enjoy faster Intemet 


to Smart's P33.18-B 3G project 


half a million in the project's first 
year to 8.6 million by the sixth 


Company officials have said 
that frequency bands that they 
asked for—1920-1935 Mega- 
hertz and 2110-2125 MHz—had 
the least amount of interference 
and was located at the best posi- 
tion in the 3G frequency spec- 
trum. 

They said these would allow 
for the clearest possible over-the- 
air transmission. 

Other companies preparing 
their 3G systems are Digital 
Telecommunications Philippines 
and Connectivity Unlimited Re- 
source Enterprise. 


Transco concession bid set for September 


By Abigail L. Ho 


BIDDING FOR THE 25-YEAR NATIONAL 
Transmission Corp. (Transco) concession 
may finally take place in September, fol- 
lowing two failed auctions in 2003 and a 
negotiated bid in 2004 which the govern- 
ment eventually scrapped. 

According to the Power Sector Assets 
and Liabilities Management Corp. 
(PSALM), interested investors have until 
mid-July to submit their expressions of in- 
terest. The transaction documents for the 
auction are already available. 

Only firms or groups that will pre-qual- 
ify will be allowed to participate in the ac- 
tual bidding in September. 

"To pre-qualify, a potential bidder 
should have a member or affiliate with a 
net asset value or market capitalization of 
at least $500 million 

‘They also have to have a member or af- 
filiate “with sufficient experience in oper- 
ating and maintaining electricity trans- 


mission systems comparable to that of the 
Philippines, with at least 6,000 circuit 
kilometers and а minimum 5,000 
megawatts peak demand and a voltage 
level of 115 kilovolts (kV) to 230 kV" 

For interested foreign firms, they have. 
to enter into partnerships with Filipino 
entities to enable them to comply with the 
60-40 equity rule under the Constitution. 

These potential foreign investors 
should have a net asset value or market. 
capitalization of at least $175 million, 
and their Filipino partners should have 
$300 million. 

"The $500-million market capitaliza- 
tion was set to optimize the Transco as- 
sets and to ensure the earnesmess of in- 
vestors interested in bidding for the trans- 
mission company, including its operation 
and maintenance, PSALM president 
Nieves Osorio said in a statement. 

Apart from the technical and financial 
qualifications, interested bidders should 
also comply with the RA 9136, or Electric 


Power Industry Reform Act of 2001, man- 
date that they should not have any inter- 
est in electricity generation, distribution 
or supply whether directly or indirectly. 

Osorio said the upcoming auction had 
a bigger chance of success than the past 
ones, due mainly to certain "significant 
developments." 

She noted that there was greater regu- 
latory certainty now, with the Energy 
Regulatory Commissions expected re- 
lease of Transco's regulated asset base 
(RAB) on June 16. 

‘The RAB will be the basis for Transco's 
annual maximum allowable revenue, 
which will determine the transmission 
wheeling rates, the main source of rev- 
enue for the Transco concessionaire. 

In an earlier interview, Osorio said sev- 
eral foreign firms were eyeing the 
‘Transco concession, including a Canadian, 
firm and some American firms. 

“The British, who have left before, are. 
now reconsidering,” she said. 


ADB scraps 
$200-M 
currency 
swap with RP 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT 
Bank said the proposed $200- 
million currency swap arrange- 
ment with the Philippine gov- 
ernment would no longer push 
through after both parties failed 
to agree on the terms of the 
deal. 

"There is no more currency. 
swap deal," ADB country direc- 
tor Thomas Crouch told re- 
porters. "The ADB has with- 
drawn the offer." 

The currency swap arrange 
ment, which was even approved 
by the central bank's Monetary 
Board, was proposed in 2004 
supposedly to provide the gov- 
ernment cheaper source of for- 
eign currency, thus reducing the 
cost of paying the country’s ex- 
ternal debts. 

Under the proposal, the ADB 
would issue dollar-denominated 
bonds, the proceeds from which 
would be swapped for pesos 
with the Philippine government. 

The dollars were supposed to 
help beef up the government's 
foreign currency holdings at 
cheaper cost, while the pesos re- 
ceived by the ADB were intend- 
ed for relending to domestic 
banks. 

Crouch did not identify the 
terms of the deal that the АРВ 
and the Philippine government 
failed to agree on, but officials 
from the Department of Finance. 
earlier said they were hoping 
the ADB would lower the cost of 
the deal. 

Authorities would not dis- 
close the cost entailed in the 
proposed arrangement, but the 
DOF said the cost for the goy 
ment would only be similar to 
‘commercial rates. 

Negotiations over the terms 
of the agreement dragged on 
since 2004. Last week, ADB fi- 
nally declared that the proposed 
swap arrangement was dead. 

The currency swap deal be- 
tween the Philippines and the 
ADB would have been the first. 
for both parties. When discus- 
sions over the swap arrange- 
ment were still in their initial 
stages, the ADB had said it 
might establish similar deals 
with other countries. 

Other lending firms, includ- 
ing the World Bank, were re- 
ported to have been monitoring 
the developments of the pro- 
posed currency swap arrange- 
ment for possible entry into sim- 
ilar deals. 

But while the deal has already 
been canceled, Crouch said the 
ADB was willing to provide 
more official development assis- 
tance to the Philippines given 
the country's improving fiscal 
climate. 

“(The governments] fiscal 
position is improving so things 
are looking brighter for [АРВ] 
to be able to expand our engage- 
ment, he said. 

The ADB is the country's sec- 
ond-biggest source of ODA, after 
the Japan Bank for International 
Cooperation. 


BSP sees end to disturbances in peso bond market 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE TURBULENCE IN THE LOCAL PE. 
зо bond market that has spooked retail 
investors of unit investment trust funds 
is now tapering off, according to the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, 

BSP Deputy Governor Nestor Espenilla 
Ji ruled out proposals for the BSP to open 
a liquidity window for Philippine UITPs, 
which had been adversely affected by the 
global selldown on assets of emerging 
markets over the last three weeks. 

“The market can very well take care of 
itself,” Espenilla told reporters at the clos- 
ing of the 45th ACI World Congress on 
Saturday. “What happened over the last 
few days was abnormal so its expected 
that things would get back to normal.” 

Money market traders said interven- 
tion by the Bureau of Treasury, through 
the buyback of five-year and 10-year 
‘Treasury bonds, which were mostly the 
underlying assets of UITRs, had helped 
stabilize the markets, However, some 
traders warned of moral hazards aris- 


ing from such intervention. 


assets back to more attractive levels. 


Espenilla also noted that the BSP 
likewise had enough monetary tools to 
ward off speculation, not just in the for- 
eign exchange but in local bond interest 
rates as well. 

"The exchange rate is the price of our 
currency expressed in foreign exchange. 
terms," Espenilla said. "Interest is an- 
other price of our money expressed in 
time value. 

"Our basic mandate is to maintain 
price stability, Under its normal man- 
date, if there's excess volatility in key 
price markets, the BSP has options to 
maintain order in the market.” 

The BSP has warned banks against 
overselling UITFs, or pooled trust funds 
in acceptable currencies operated by a 
trust entity. 

Unlike the common trust funds, 
these funds are exempted! from reserve 
requirement as they are independent 
from the bank proper. 

‘They realistically reflect underlying 
market values, 


“Tes an option for the BSP as mone- 
tary authority to maintain financial sta- 
bility and to use its open market tools to 
curb excess volatility in interest rates,” 
Espenilla said. 

However, Espenilla declined to say 
whether the BSP had actually exercised 
such option to buy back peso bonds 
over the last few days. 

While government intervention had 
helped stabilize the local bond markets, 
some market players warned of the ad- 
verse impact of excessive interference, 

“Tm very much against any form of 
intervention," International Exchange 
Bank treasurer Ed Bunyi said. "There's 
clear moral hazard in that." 

"Imagine investors coming їп 
(UITPs) and expecting they could be 
bailed out when things go wrong," Bun- 
yi added. "Maybe [the government] .. 
Shouldn't have allowed the interest 
rates to come down too low in the first 
place." 

Across the region, recent dramatic 
moves have brought emerging market 


"The markets! correction has reined 
in some of the excesses—in metals, 
gold and emerging debt—and automat- 
ic stabilizers have kicked in, [in the 
form of] lower bond yields, weaker for- 
eign exchange rates, which will cut ex- 
ternal deficits,” Amercian Express Bank 
said in a commentary sent on Saturday, 

‘Amex said major markets had stabi- 
lized last week and the sell-offs seen 
were more of a technical correction 
rather than the beginning of а pro- 
longed bear market. 

"But the worries over the global envi- 
ronment which contributed to the 
sharp deterioration in global risk ap- 
petite in the past few weeks will not go 
away in a hurry,” Amex said, 

“The global upswing is also in mid.cy- 
cle stage, when capacity is tightening 
and macro news flow at the margin may 
deteriorate, or is less likely to surprise on 
the upside," Amex said. "Investors con- 
tinuing to fret about growth, inflation 
and the dollar will keep volatility high.” 
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А 1 Condition Precision Tooling Machinery 
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ATTENTIONI 


REAL ESTATE PRACTITIONERS 
YOU ARE INVITED TO MARKET CONDONINUM UNT 
INTHS PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL MANSION 
IAT THE HEART OF QUEZON CITY 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Labor and Employment 
National Wages and Productivity Commission 
REGIONAL TRIPARTITE WAGES AND 
PRODUCTIVITY BOARD 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 


Notice is hereby given that a public hearing on the matter 
of minimum wage adjustment in the National Capital 
Region is hereby set by the Regional Tripartite Wages and 
Productivity Board - National Capital Region (RTWPB- 
NCR) on 21 June 2006, 1:00 p.m., at the Occupational Safety 
and Health Center (OSHC), OSHC Complex, Nort! 
Avenue cor. Science Road, Diliman, Quezon City. 


All interested parties who wish to present their position/ 
opposition on the matter are hereby enjoined to attend the; 
public hearing and may file their position papers with the. ` 
Board on or before the scheduled date of hearing at the 
RTWPB-NCR Secretariat, Room 11-C, 11" Floor, С.Е. 
Antonino Building, cor. Т.М. Kalaw & J. Bocobo Streets, : 
Ermita, Manila; or send through telefax number 527-51-55 
or at email address: wage_ncr@yahoo.com 


(SGD.) RICARDO S. MARTINEZ SR., CESO III 
Regional Board Chairman 


* 1unit- WIRECUT 5 axes CNC Charmilles 
Robofil Model 290P 
0.1 and 0.25 wire guides 


* 2units — EDM Sinker Machine 
ARD Model M30E 


0917 814 1838 


Units are finished and furnished 


and READY FOR OCCUPANCY 


YOU ARE INVITED TO MARKET THIS ON-GOING FIRST CLASS | 
BEACHFRONT CONDOMINIUM RESORT DEVELOPMENT 
LOCATEDIN NORTHERN LUZON 


COMMERCIAL 
107 


FOR LEASE/ 
SALE/JOINT 
VENTURE 
IN STA.ROSA, 
LAGUNA 
Ahas. across 
SM City-Sta. Rosa 
can be divided 
into smaller lots. 


FREE na tarn nonen 
FOR TOP 10% GRADUATES 


pus, BESTOFFER 

59, wow 
[pra 

E ioni 


FOR INQUIRIES, PLS. CALL OR TEXT FOOD FRANCHISE 
(0917) 535-1387 ШЕЕ" 
EE 
(with manpower & 
х=, 


СР# 09176020830 


More Classifieds 


on Page АТО, B10 & Bl Forinquiries 
please call: 
815-8632 or 


(049) 534-1115 


~ OBITUARIES 


Our Dearly Beloved kes 
isenando “Andoy” Rivera Dimaliwat 


Peacefully joined our Lord and his wife Candelaria G. Dimaliwat 
on May 26, 2006 at the age of 78. 


His children Bernardo and Eufelia, Roberto and Noemi Celerina, Edgardo 
and Mary Rose, Belinda and Arsenio, Renato and Irene; sister Ma. Socorro 
and grandchildren request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of 
his soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Narra Chapel, La Funeraria Paz-Sucat (inside 
Manila Memorial Park) Parafiaque City. = 


Want to own your 


NEW BUSINESS? 


A New Business you could start immediately. 
wlo the usual headache of rental, management, 
employment and other problems. 


Flexible capital from $10,000 and up. 
Fast and high return. 


Call 752-5907 


[PROFESSIONAL а CREDIBLE] 
PAWN'BUY'SELL 


JEWELRY 
WATCHES 


BEST APPRAISAL 
Secondo Gionett 1 
Tes 894-0282 

де Makati 
"fes 880-7956 


Interment will be on Wednesday, May 31, 2006 
at 9:00 AM at the Manila Memorial Park, 
Sucat, Parafiaque. 


the truth and: tb. 


no me 


=life..No.one comes tó” 


the Father? 


except through Me. 
7j 


д3дйп qa: 


Cresencia Pamintuan-Rolda 


September 17, 1922 — May 26, 2006 
Died in the grace of the Lord on May 26, 2006 at 8:40 pm. 
at Unciano Medical Hospital, Antipolo 


2 


Always caring. 


OBITUARY REQUIREMEN? 


An obituary with a picture 
can be a fitting tribute 
to your departed loved oie. 


InquireR OBITUARIES 


Guadalupe, Makati Cit 


Her bereaved children Rodrigo & Realidad Santico, Diana 
Maria, Ana Maria and Elizabeth and Victor de los Santos; her 
niece: Angelina Walo, nephews: Conrado and Bernardo Reyes; 
her grandchildren Luisito (f), Pag-asa Landas, Buhay Landas, 
‘Ani Umaga and other relatives request the pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her body lies in state at Loyola Memorial Chapel L in 


Interment will be on Tuesday, May 30, 2006 at 3:00 p.m. at 
Manila Memorial Park — Paraftaque after the 1:00 p.m. funeral 
mass а! the Loyola Memorial Chapels in Guadalupe. | 


PASAJERO MOTORS CORP (РАМО- 
сог) formally launched Volvo Cebu 
when it opened its showroom doors 
last April 21, in Mandaue City. The 
whole-day affair opened with the offi- 
cial inauguration and blessing in the 
morning followed by the symbolic 
ribbon-cutting ceremony officiated 
by Hon. Governor Gwendolyn Garcia. 
Volvo Car Asia Pacific regional busi- 
ness director Jack Zaal, along with 
Volvo Manila officers lent their sup- 
port to the new addition in the Volvo 
stable. Among the guests of honor are 
Cebu Mayor Tomas Osmeña and 
Mandaue City Councilor Glen 
Bereede. 

"To celebrate the entrance of Volvo 
in the region, guests enjoyed a night. 
of pure energy and exhilaration at the 
Surprisingly Volvo event. The cele- 
bration revolved around the fresh 
new look and outlook of Volvos. Gone 
were the boxy edges and instead re- 
placed by sleek lines and even sexier 
curves of the Swedish automotive 
fleet. Spearheading the pack is three 
of the most vibrant models available: 
the nimble Volvo $40 compact sedan, 
the robust Volvo XC70 Cross Country, 
and the award-winning Volvo SUV 
the XC90. These models pack a 
mighty punch with varying degrees of 
horsepower that leave other cars in 
the dust, These spirited Volvos 
spelled out style and substance when 
they entered the limelight with three 


lls on to Cebu 


of Cebu's most driven personalities: 
maverick entrepreneur Francis Lla- 
ban, Zee columnist Leigh Carcel and 
sportsman Glen Soco. 

Pamocor, in the automotive busi- 
ness for 22 years, is renowned for its 
creative innovation - thé Pasajero 
Jeepney. The company's vision to be 
опе of the top automotive manufac- 
turers in the country has inspired the 
people behind the corporation to 
‘work together and pool their ideas to 
build a company that creates a cus- 
tomer-oriented produet. Backed by a 
reliable partnership with the sole dis- 
tributor and authorized dealer of Vol- 
vo cars in the Philippines, Viking 
Cars, Incorporated, Pamocor has now 
ventured further to provide for the 
needs of the burgeoning premium car 
market in Cebu and other nearby 
cities, and makes available to the 
market one of the world’s most safe 
and dynamic cars -- Volvo. 

The new Volvo Cebu showroom ex- 
udes the quality one would expect 
from a premium car manufacturer 
One can witness Volvo's unique Sean- 
dinavian heritage, evident in every 
design detail from the light, bright 
‘open areas, with white as the domi- 
nant color, to the natural warmth cre- 
ated through the use of lightwood. 
The showroom reflects beautiful 
functionality central to the Volvo de- 
sign philosophy. Nothing is lavish or 
excessive, but confident, understated 


and considered. Ultimately, Volvo cre- 
ates an environment that is as relax- 
ing and rewarding as behind the 
wheel of their cars. The experience 
inside Volvo Cebu features a line-up 
of cars that create space to give peo- 
ple an insight into each model's dis- 
tinct character. 

A lot more is in store for Cebu and 
other neighboring regions as Volvo 
rolls on to bring automotive excel- 
Тепсе and customer service in this 
part of the country. Along with other 
offerings such as the pre-owned and 
accessory facilities, Volvo buyers have 
more options to enjoy their decision 
to purchase a Volvo. With the support 
of the Volvo Manila office, the official 
distributor of Volvo cars in the Philip- 
pines, Viking Cars Inc (VCI) expresses 
confidence in Pamocor that with its 
usual dedication to excellence, it will 
thus push forward and strengthen the 
Volvo brand in the Queen City of the 
South. 

In Manila, Viking Cars Inc is the of- 
ficial distributor of Volvo cars. Volvo 
Cebu is located at A.S Fortuna Street, 
Banilad, Mandaue City. The 2006 Vol- 
vo-automobile line includes the com- 
pact All-New 540 and V50 
Sportswagon, sporty S60, the flag- 
ship $80 luxury sedan, the rugged 
XC70 Cross Country and the award- 
‘winning XC90 AWD. For details and 
inquiries, please call (032) 346-3322 
0r0916-6873657. 


_ OBITUARIES. 
me 
E. RUFINO CO 


| Passed away peacefully in the Grace of aur Lord 
on May 26, 2006 at the age of 77. 
His loving wife Tsai Siu Luen, children Liong Seng, Juanito, Conchita, 
1, Rosaline, Daughters-in-law Julie Tan, Deborah Tsang, 
Sons-in-law Johnston Ngo ( 1) Tun Chung Ng, Philemon Ty 
grandchildren; brother & sisters; nephew c nieces, relatives and friends 
request to join them in prayer for the eternal repose of fis soul. 
His remains will їн state at the Funeraria Paz-Manila, Chapel 5. 


Interment will be on May 31, 2006 at 9:00 am. Cremation will follow 
at the Chinese Cemetery. 
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People, Eventsc? Products 


CONVERGYS DONATES TO RED CROSS 
Convergys Corp(NYSE: 
CVG), the country’s 
largest employer of 
knowledge workers, 
extended a helping 
hand to victims of the 
Southern Leyte land- 
slide with a donation to 
the Philippine National 
Red Cross (PNRC) of 
over Р640,000. Photo 
shows PNRC Chair 
Senator Richard J 
Gordon accepting the 
check donation from 
Convergys vice presi- 
dent and country man- 
ager Marife Zamora (let) with members of the 
PNRC Board of Governors. With them are (from 
left) Secretary General Corazon Alma G. De Leon; 
Gov. Bai Fatima Sinsuat; Convergys human re- 


CONVERGYS 


sources director Anna Villamor, former Los. 
Baños mayor Gov. Andrew Nocon; Justice Leonor 
Ines Luciano; PNRC Gov. Lourdes Loyola and 
Gov. Lourdes Casas Quezon. 


WSI, AYALA CENTER CEBU PARTNER FOR AUTO SHOW 
Worldbex Services nt ' and Mindanao's premier rhotoring event! 
(WSI)has fnalzecits (88095 оа ss 3 
agreement with Ayala Cen- 
ter Cebu, making the later 
a supporting partner for 
the WSI-organized 1st Ce- 
ba Auto Show, slated on 
June 1-4 at the Ayala Cen- 
ter, Cebu City. Present at 
the agreement signing 
were (from eft: Janice 
Anfone, Ayala Center Cebu 
marketing supervisor; Ju- 
vita Polloso, Ayala Canter 
Cebu marketing manager, 
Joseph Ang, WSI found- 
ing chair, Ji Athnie Ang, 
WSI managing director; 
Edward Diamonon, WS! 
vice president. 
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LINKSYS | mc nee p 


| | SF Chronicle 
E : (Offers podcast 
LJ | Og for Filipinos 
Wireless-N | Tie CAPS 


Contributor up comedian Rex Navarette 


Boni who uses the Filipino culture as 

Th F d : А!!! 6" ANOTHER FILIPINO-ORIENTED basis for his sketches. 
e Freedom 1 podcast has emerged, di une The рода episodes, are 
5 х from US-based newspaper San mainly in English but the Fil- 
Internet. Voice. Entertainment - All at Once. Anywhere. Francisco Chronicle. ipino dees will in the fu- 
The podcast, dubbed Pinoy Pod, ture be used to reach more Fil- 
is a weekly program that features ipinos, the podcast's propo- 

interviews, news and information nents sai 

about the Filipino experience іп Pinoy Pod is a product of the 
Northern California and the Philip- San Francisco Chronicle’s Fil- 
pines, according tothe USnewspa- ipino journalists. These are 
реге website. deputy managing editor Leslie 
People can download or lis- Guevarra, editorial writer and 
ten to the Pinoy Pod at wwwsf- columnist Pati Poblete, podcast 
The Speed or ute y Surf the web, enjoy high definition video, gate.com/blogs/podcasts. producer Benny Evangelista, 
DRAFT cars = н P " : A podcast is a radio show business reporter and Pinoy 
: listen to your digital music collection, and make that one can listen to or down- Pod producer Ben Pimentel, re- 
Internet phone calls - all at the same time. With load from the Internet. Itcanbe porter Cicero Estrella and сору 


ү i imi played on one's computer or editor Michelle Louie. 
whole-home coverage that virtually eliminates downloaded to a portable digi- Ріпоу Pod will include topics 


dead spots, Wireless-N (draft 802.11n) delivers tal music player, such as the onarts, culture, entertainment, 
the freedom to work and play everywhere, popular iPod. business and political and so- 


: е A The first episode highlights cial issues. It will run from 10 to 
without the hassle of running new wires. Joey Ayala’s rendition of the 20 minutes, and will be updat- 


Star Spangled Banner in Fil- ed every Tuesdays. 
. ipino, andthe subsequent inter- According to the San Francis- 
* Upto 4X the range for whole-home coverage that virtually view with him on why he trans- co Chronicle, this is the first 
eliminates dead spots. lated the American anthem into time a major American newspa- 
Filipino, per is offering a podcast for Fil- 


= Upto 12X the speed of the older Wireless-G standard. The first episode also fea- ipinos. 


„229: Compatible with existing Wireless-G and -B products 


Your can earn more with 


PSBank's HIGHER RATES 


51000 510000 $50,000 to — $100,000 
9.9999 * 49,999 989902 andup 


1 month | 3.00% | 3.13% | 3.25% 3.50% 
XM Philippines Той Free Now Fi 2 months | 3.139. | 3.25% | 3.38% | 3.63% 
КА 1-800 1-114-1695 sit www.linksys.com today for product dotai З months | 3.259. | 3.389. | 3.38% | 3.69% 


6 months | 3.25% | 3.38% | 3.44% | 3.75% 
Cisco Systems - Email: asiasupportGlinksys.com 12 months| 3.38% | 3.44% | 3.50% | 3.88% 


Darius. Sa 
INGRAM „зог 
L Facer es Aes 


Linksys. Nobody makes networking easier! 


Head Office Te: 6321837 0474-85 Cebu Office Tet (032) 2531 
ШЕТШ Emak inquly@microwarehouse.com Davao Осе Tel: (082) 222 2192 


NK USTD <your name> «landline no.» <email address> then send ta 391-772 
othe по avant Pano 


Legendary Reliability” 


o» APC. Always a step ahead... 


With more than a hundred awards for product and business excellence, consistent market 
share* leadership, and exceptional post-sales support**, APC (American Power 
Conversion) is synonymous worldwide and in the Philippines with top-notch back-up 
power and data center infrastructure solutions. 


When it comes to critical information, you can only trust the market 
© leader. For desktop and data center power solutions, APC is always a 
step ahead. 


1 And we couldn't have done this without our customers and partners 
who have placed АРС as the clear market winner over its competitors. 


АРС was the leading UPS supplier in the less than 1 K 


м: Froe deliven wih 


should be under warranty. To avail o v tall free number at 18 


from desktop to data cente 


Rack Systems. Cooling Management Services. 


econ nest ec ment ma fom pect пыте 
И рет а 
ry Tue | Ceu mem | Siemans A 


Register at wmapc-asean com/ph/pdl and get free CDs APC Distributors: E35 
On APC produc solutions and whitepapers. See E 


website for more information. ты. No. 723-0601 No. 723-4278 Tel No. 689.3810 
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RP's butterfly“ 


' Pupa and deadstock export estimated at P100m 


By Gerald Gene В. Querubin 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 


OAC, MARINDUQUE— 
Unknown to many, the 
island-province of 


Marinduque is considered the But- 
terfly Capital of the Philippines, 
contributing 85 percent of the 
country’s butterfly and pupa ex- 
ports. 

More than three-fourths of the butterfly 
breeders nationwide are based in this 
province. 

Butterfly farming started only recently but 
is fast becoming an international growth in- 
dustry with estimates of P100 million worth 
of Philippine exports. 

Worldwide, the market is estimated at 
$100 million. 


Framed crafts 

Prof. Emma Cabildo of the Marinduque 
State College (MSC), says the butterfly indus- 
try in Marinduque started 30 years ago. 

From a single livelihood project in the "70s, it 
has grown into an industry The introduction of 
the processing of dead stocks into finished prod- 
ucts like laminated and framed crafts, has be- 
comea remarkable development of the industry: 

Ina study made in 2002 by three under- 
graduate students from MSC—Heredina 
Montreras, Cherry Evangelista and Magdalo 
Valenzuela—they indicated a positive outlook 
for the butterfly industry of the province. 

‘According to their study, the industry gen- 
erated an estimated sale of about P100 mi 
lion from export of pupa and deadstock by ex- 
porters in Marinduque in 2001. 

Exported pupa, based on the records of the 
Protected Areas and Wildlife Bureau of the 
DENR, increased from only 4,021 pupa ex- 
ported in 1991 to 71,068 in 1992 and 
153,864 in 1993. 

More recent figures from the Marinduque 
Provincial Environment and Natural Re- 
sources Office, show the province's exports of 
butterfly pupa and deadstock have substan- 
tially risen the last three years. 

"The volume was 576,460 in 2003; 644,480 
in 2004 and 974,720 in 2005. 

No records are available on export values. 


Cultured butterflies 

In a paper by Jason Weintraub of the 
‘Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 
USA, he stated that studies of the lifecycle of 
butterflies in the tropical rainforest had re- 
sulted in cottage industry "farms" where live 
butterflies are cultured under controlled con- 
ditions to provide supply of pupae. 

Weintraub wriote a Malaysian entomolo- 
gist, David Goth, pioneered butterfly farming 
inthe 80s. 

It is labor-intensive but has resulted in 
large-scale production of parasitic-free pupae 
for export. 

Dr. Carlos J. Andam, MSC vice president for 
research and extension, says with growing in- 
terests of many people to venture into butter- 
йу farming and the development of products 
and market for this commodity, there is now a 
need to identify the species of butterflies in 
the wilderness and their host plants to sustain. 
production and to compete with other coun- 
tries in exports. 

In the butterfly industry, sustainability is а 
function of diversity of butterfly species and 
their host plants, he says. 

“Bach kind of butterfly feeds only on one spe- 
cific plant and the female butterfly will lay her 
‘eggs only on the plant it feeds on,” Andam adds. 

He has been advocating for the establishment 
of a National Butterfly Research Center in the 
province to support and reinforce the province's 
butterfly farmers with their production. 


Products 

According to Andam, butterfly products 
range from deadstocks or papered adult but. 
terflies used in exhibits and mounted on 
frames; pupa and livestock for release during 
special occasions; and butterfly houses їп 
parks, tourist spots, museums and recreation 
centers. 

Deadstocks are also used in manufacturing 
décor products such as lampshades, clocks, 
and paper weights, among other items. 

“With the developments in butterfly farm- 
ing, people should now have a new way of 
looking at the forest. People like butterfly en 
thusiasts are certain to discover that there is 
much that they can sensibly obtain from the 
natural vegetation if protected, managed and 
utilized wisely. The forest is a far more valu- 
able resource that it was overexploited for 
one of its parts, And butterflies are helping 
show people the way as it is in Marinduque, 
adds Andam. 
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Interest Rates 


Flus 


Never go beyond 11.5% °*" 


GUARANTEED! 


With METROBANK METROHOME RATE PROTECT PLUS 
you can have the flexibility of annual repricing and enjoy rates 
as low as 996 p.a.** without going beyond 11.596 p.a.* for the first 5 years. 
On the 6th up to the 10th year of the loan, enjoy fixed pricing at 11.5% p.a.* 


So don't be nailed at à higher rate for ten years from ‹ аў one. È 
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Road then 


proved to be gold mine 
Story of a rural bank that started half a century ago 


By Peter La. Julian 


PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


SAN FERNANDO CITY—"DO NOT 
gamble. If a client sees you on the 
gambling table, he will always 
think you are gambling with his 
deposits.” 
The advice still rings true in the 
mind of Ives Nisce, president and 
chief executive officer of Rang-y 
Bank, It was given to him by his 
late father, Rodolfo, long before 
the scion took over the helm of 
locandia's most successful rural 
bank. 
‘The young Nisce, а,1973 eco- МІЅСЕ 
nomics graduate‘ofthe'teneo de 
Manila University, obeyed his fa- moniker, 


with fish, vegetables and even 
live chicken, says Nisce, quoting 
his mother, Eufrosina, the bank 
chair. 
There were only two banks in 
la Union at that time: Rang-ay 
Bank and the government-owned 
Philippine National Bank. But 
even with only one competitor, it 
was hard to convince people to 
deposit their money with Rang- 
ay, Nisce says. 
Birth pains 
Rang-ay Bank experienced the 
usual pains of growing up in its 
first year. But it has a built-in ad- 
vantage: The good name of 
the “hard-working Nisces family who founded the 


ther and stayed away from gam- bank,” as it puts on longer office bank. His grandfather, Antonio 
bling, developing instead a liking hours, 8 a.m. -4:30 p.m., without Querol, a native of Vigan, Ilocos 
for sports like golf which he plays noon break; and opens on Satur- Sur, was San Fernando's first 
with friendsata golfcourseinthe days. Most Manila-based banks town doctor, while his grand- 
former Wallace AirStationhere. open at9a.m.,closeat3p.m.and mothe, Numeriana | Tavora 

In the fairways, ideas come to аге closed on Saturdays. Querol, was a civic leader of 


him on how to run a bank effi- 


Agoo, La Union. 


ciently and how to make it re- Humble beginnings ‘Soon depositors and borrowers 
sponsive to the needs of the The only gambling Rang-ay came marching in and increased 
times. Bank was involved in was that in number. Eventually, Rang-ay 

"The advice also served as a done by its founders when they Bank, which started operations on 
guiding principle for Nisce in decided to put up a bank in the Jan. 12, 1956 with four employ- 
Steering the bank: Never gamble countryside—then considered а ees, grew and was ready to ex- 


with the clients’ money by going nonvi 


enterprise. pand to other areas where its ser- 


into ventures other than those “But our pioneering incorpora- Vices were needed. 

aimed at improving the socio- tors were imbued with a sense of  Nisce father, Rodolfo, а 

economic life of the people in the mission to serve the farmers, fish- lawyer and former member of the 

countryside. ет folk, market vendors, even mi- La Union provincial board, was 
"And the fulfillment of that  cro-entrepreneurs,” Nisce, nowin Rang-ay Bank's first general man- 

mission is the secret of our suc- his early $0s, says. ager. He also acted as collector, 

cess in Rang-ay,” Nisce tells the Rang-ay Bank's first depositors inspector and appraiser 

Tyguien. and borrowers came from these — Nisce's mother, Eufrosina, was 
"We live up to our name,” he sectors that were not considered the teller who doubled as cashier, 

adds. Rang-ayisthellocanoword “bankable” by financial institu- while Lorenzo Flores was the 

for progress. tions, he says. bookkeeper, and Melania 
To maintain its position as Тһе first branch wasin theold Carmello was the secretary. The 

number one in countrysidebank- Nisce ancestral home on Gov. Lu- bank could not afford to hire a se- 

ing in oe too region, Pangasi- na Street in San Fernando. curity guard. 

nan and the Cordillera, Rang-ay, — Depositors from the surround- 

set up in 1956, tries to be "pro- ing Dan E villages would Less traveled road 

gressive” in its ideas. come to the bank carrying their _ Needless to say what other 
‘With him calling the shots, ware in large bayong (native bags bankers then avoided as a less 

Rangay Bank has earned the made of coconut fronds) laden traveled road (countryside bank- 


Mag agri tayo: Toward 


sustainable agriculture 


‘THE TITLE OF THIS PIECE IS ALSO THE 
title of a book that we are now developing 
to call attention to the close relationship 
between agriculture and environment. 

We have not paid enough attention to 
that relationship, perhaps because we have 
been preoccupied with industrial pollution, 
which has, indeed, become a threat to life in 
some areas. But we ignore or do little to stop. 
the rampant burning of rice straws in the 
countryside, which also has an adverse im- 
pact on public health and climate change. 

‘About 70 percent of our people depend 
оп agriculture for livelihood and suste- 
nance and farming is the dominant activity 
іп our country. The good news is that recent. 
reports show significant increase in the 
growth of the agriculture sector's economic 
Output, from 0.54 percent in the first quar- 
ter last year to 3.93 percent in the first 
quarter this year 

‘That emphasizes the importance of pur- 
suing agricultural development. But we 
should never do so at the expense ofthe en- 
vironment. 

Agriculture and environment have pro- 
found influence on each other. 

“The dream to boost farm productivity 
and the desire for sufficient food to address 
the needs of a growing population spur the 
farmer to exploit his land and other re- 
sources. But the search for progress and de- 
velopment disrupts the ways of nature.” 

‘That quote is from Philip Daffon, presi- 
dent of FARM Foundation Inc. and director, 
producer and host of the TV Program, Mag- 
‘Agri Tayo in NBN 4, and my co-author of 
this book in progress! 

Indeed, farming provides food and habitat 
for various species, but it can also adversely 
impact on the environment through improp- 
er agricultural practices and land use. 

We now need to ensure that our agricul- 
ture sector is environment friendly and sus- 
tainable. The latter means integrating the 
economic, social and environmental di- 
 mensions їп agricultural development. 

‚ Italso means addressing national and glob- 
ai issues of food security, poverty alleviation, 
rural development, climate change, water 
management, biodiversity conservation, and 
others, with due respect to the laws of nature. 

Of the many issues affecting the agricul- 
tural ecosystem, biodiversity loss is, perhaps, 
the most serious threat because it affects all 
the other issues and it can be irreversible. 

This was the subject of the Philippine 
Biodiversity Country Study that the De- 
partment of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources and the United Nations Environ- 
ment Programme jointly conducted about 
10 years ago. The study included an assess- 


MAPPING 
THE FUTURE 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESSMonday ..- MONDAY mavan 208 


less traveled by bankérs-; 


ing) proved to be Rang-ay’s gold 
mine. 

In 1962, with more employees 
and more depositors and borrow- 
ers, the bank moved to a more 
spacious building in the city. 

That year, the Central Bank 
granted it the authority to accept 
demand deposits, making it one 
of the country's rural banks to of- 
fer such facility. 

Several years later, it was given 
the authority to offer other ser- 
vices like granting loans to small 
and medium entrepreneurs, 
farmers, especially those en- 
gaged in tobacco production. 

For its operational efficiency 
and phenomenal growth, Rang- 
ay Bank was awarded by the Cen- 
tral Bank as one of the “outstand- 
ing rural banks" in 1975. 

Years later, as it continued to 
excel їп countryside banking, 
Rang-ay Bank would receive 
awards like the golden award of 
excellence bestowed on it by Eq- 
uitable PCI Bank. On Oct. 16, 
2003, the bank was cited as the. 
most outstanding countryside fi- 
nancial institution in the Ilocos 
and the Cordillera. 

For six years from 1996 to 
2002, it was also cited by the 
Land Bank of the Philippines as 
the most outstanding participat- 
ing financial institution of the 
countryside loan fund. 

In 1976, Rang-ay Bank opened 
its first extension office at the site 
of the old market in this city, a 
walking distance away from i 
main office. 


Computerization 

In October of the same year, 
the bank, with then fresh gradu- 
ate 23-year-old Ives taking over 
as president and manager, began 
computerizing its operations, the 
first rural bank in Northern Luzon 
10do s. 


LE 
ONE of the rural financial institution's branches 


1n1982,ayearafteritinaugu- the Ilocos region and Cordillera 
rated its new offices at the newly- based on data of the Philippine 
built Nisce-Querol building on Deposit Insurance Corp. 

Gov. Luna Street, another branch Since 1956, it has granted 
жаз opened in Tubao town. loans amounting to P7 Шоб ло 

In the 19905, four more Rang- more than 100,000 borrowers in 
ay Bank branches were opened in the Ilocos provinces, Pangasinan 
Baguio (1992); Dagupan (1995); and the Cordillera. Most of these 
Candon (1997), and Laoag loans were granted to agriculture 
(1998). and SMEs. 

In the 2000s, three more “Our success is not measured 
branches were put up in Agoo in terms of the assets we have 
(2000); Sta. Cruz, Ilocos Sur amassed or the profits we have 
(2003), and Vigan (2004). In Ju- gained but by how far our de- 
ly 2004, it acquired the Burgos positors and borrowers have 
Rural Bank of Burgos, locos 5ш. grown with us,” said Nisce, 

This year, Rang-ay Bank, itsap- echoing the pro-active philoso- 
plication already approved by the phy and meaning of the Ilocano 
Banko Sentral ng Pilipinas, is set word rang-ay. 
to put up branches in Bacnotan, Among those whom the Rang- 
Balaoan and Naguilian towns, all ay Bank lent to include а Tondo 
in La Union, and in La Trinidad, boy who now owns a beach re- 
Benguet. sort and restaurant; a bus con- 

No other rural bank in the Ilo- ductor who acquired a fleet of 
cos region and the Cordillera buses; a poverty-stricken stow- 
could match the achievement of away (female) who is one of the 
Rang-ay Bank. biggest dealers of seasonal 

"And we have also proven that fruits, frozen products and eggs 
lending to farmers, fisher folk, in San Fernando. 
the small and medium micro-en- “All these enterprises are in the 
trepreneurs can bea viable enter- communities we serve, creating 
prise,” Eufrosina Nisce said in a jobs therein, and so we play a vi 
message she gave during the tal role in the local. economy, 
banks 50th anniversary.celebra- keeping its lifeblood flowing and 
tions last January. empowering farmers, the fisher 

With its resources totaling folk and  micro-entrepreneurs 
P647 million as of 2005;Rang-ay with their successful ventures,” 
remains the leading rural bank in says Nisce. 


Guitarist hits the right 
note with music chain 


By Senen Bravo 


EVERY TIME JINGS DE 
i Guzman plays out of tune, 
onam PR. Canto he would do los of fine-tun- 
ing ший he gets his music 

ment of the diversity of the agricultural — right—atthe basement. 
ecosystem and the development of recom- Те then 12year-old would 
mended conservation and sustainable use beat the heat and mosquitoes 
strategies that require public-private рап. — undemeath the house, in the 
nership. name of honing his craft and 

It is time to revisit the results of that passion forthe guitar 

study and understand what actions have Не eventually carried his 
been taken by both the government and lifelong dedication to musie to 
private sector on the recommended strate- Audiophile, а business that he 
sies. set up im 1980 which hus 


One of the strategies was to conduct an to become one of the 


grown E 
information, education and communica- country’s leading retail chains (M EN 


tion campaign to encourage the participa- specializing in audio products. 

tion of farmers and the general public in Оп display at Audiophile's 
conserving our agricultural biodiversity,es- seven branches is a P200,000 
pecially our “indigenous domesticated ех Ibañez guitar, along with other 
otie species." musical and audio pars and 

If most of our readers still do not know accessories. 

‘what that phrase in quotes means, then we Тһе Far Easem University 
have not gone far in the IEC campaign. The graduate says that in his youth, 


JINGS de Guzman (left) passed on the baton to sons јо (middle) and Gary at 
‘Audiophile’s main warehouse on UN Avenue. жешл 


the world and honing my (media outlets), cinema (the- јо even took up a mås- 

ownskils”"saysDeGuzman. atem) and fix installation ters in entrepreneurship at 

їп 1975, he shelled out (dubs, bars, restaurants, dis- Asian Institute of Manage- 

P5,000 from his personal sav- со bars) markets with speak- ment to cope with his grow- 
to put up Thrift Shop in ers, equalizers, amplifiers, ing responsibilities, 


А ings 
species include domestic animal popula- ће would religiously listen to Paco, Mania, reling Рю. microphones, guitars, drum Problems „with guam 


tion composed of carabaos, cattle, horses, е music of the Ventures. His 


hogs, goats and other domesticated 
species, with carabaos significantly de- 
creasing in population from 10 years ago. 
How far we have addressed that decreasing 


trend is interesting to know. with a couple of bands and 


‘What we now know is that our country earn P250. 


remains one of the top 17 countries in "That was big bucks at the 
terms of biodiversity. But we ranked 125th time. From 8:30 in the evening 
among 146 countries rated by the 2005 til midnight we would rock 
Yale Environmental Sustainability Index, the house at Rufino Building in 
indicating our poor use of our natural re- Makati," says the 62-year-old 
sources, including agricultural resources. De Guzman. 

Our book will identify and dissect policies Не also singled out the type 
that support and promote sustainable agri- of crowd and music at the 


culture. We shall also discuss some ође time. 


major issues that hinder the. advancement of "Compared with the crowd. 
sustainable agriculture in the country, We you see in todays concerts, 
Shall present case studies on good farming ошз was a lot tamer Plus the 


JBL produci. 


пем, Kenwood, Sansui and ses and percussion insu- drums and other instruments 


ments. are handled by Audiophile's 


“Friends at one point ёв. In five years, Audiophile Marikina service center 
couraged me because P5,000 had carved a niche in these Audiophile also hired for- 


and related agricultural practices resulting fact that we dished out melod- De Guzman. 


from or influenced by the policies. ic tunes worth their time and 
We hope to produce a book thatwillsend | money” says De Guzman. 
a clear message—that, from now on, pro- Several gigs later, he wound. 
tection of the environment must bea policy ор at the Executive Band of 
and operational concern in the agriculture ‘ Sen. Raul Manglapus and for- 
sector and a critical factor to be considered ! mer First Lady Ming Ramos, 
in agricultural technology and knowledge playing bass. A common friend 
generation and transfer, ~ introduced him to the late sert- 


(Dr. Claudio, an engineer-economist and ator. 


president of EARTH Institute Asia Inc., chairs “| would find myself touring 
the MAP Environment and Urban Develop. with Raul Manglapus in the 
ment Committee. Feedback to United States and Europe, get- 
mapsec@globenet.com.ph) ting to know more about the 

music scene in these parts of 


* 


could buy mea benter guitar” markets, prompting De Guz- eign acts to complementzits 
says De Guzman. 

He would endure travel- Mall and Atrium Makai. the guitar dinic of Mr Big 
ling from Clark to Manila to “Ош marketing strategy guitarist Paul Gilbert who in- 
deliver his wares at the 40- has been to nurture our 50 troduced Ibañez guitar to Fil- 
square meter lot shop. dealers nationwide who ad- ipinosin200l i 

Repair and tradein of venise our products to a Lastyearalso saw the per 
stereos would be added to growing number of cus. formance of another Ameri- 
‘Thrift Shops services. He tomers,"saysDeGuzman. сап guitarist Jennifer Batten 
would soon consign some of Не said that piracy has (session artist for Sting, Brit- 
the product to friends. driven some recording artists ney Spears and Jeff Beck), 

“Tumuables were begin- to live shows, with Audio- who wowed the crowd with 
ning to boom in the late'70s phile supplying the best mi. Digifechs СМХ 3000 dhd 
to '80s and we wanted to crophones, musical insuu- Jamman Looper features. ў 
‘ash inon thatdemand,” says ments and audio equipment De Guzman | requies 


rman to put up branches in Ali marketing strategy, hosting 


accessories. ‘would-be Audiophile 


Thrift Shop would serve as ^ Among Audiophile's cus- to have P500,000 worthiof 
haven for audiophiles who tomers are performers and order a warehouse and a 
‘were looking forstereo ассез- bands, like Lani Misalucha, technical staff before they can 
sories, such аз tumtable nee- Nina, Barbie, Wolfgang, Ra- set up shop. i 
dlesand vinyllong playing al- zorback and Side A, which After years of dealer-baged 
bums. 


endorsed its microphone. approach, Audiophile plans 


-His-kiénd, Ben Yalung, ^ With a steady market, De [0 line up mare. branches 
suggested фаг they directly Guzman set his children to within the year at SM North, 


approach big suppliers, like leam the business rst hand. Sta, Rosa and Star Mall 


‘Audio Technica and Luxman, After graduation in 1993 "Ош 60 dealers have al- 
to widen their reach and his son Jijo, now Audiophiles ready exposed our products 
avoid middlemen. 

"hus Audiophile was bom at one warehouse on UN Av. tail now is in the mall,” says 
in 1980, catering to broadcast enue, doing manual labor. Јо. 


division manager, started off nationwide. The secret of re 
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Shares buy back 


FOR MOST COMPANIES, ADDITIONAL 
stockholders mean more money. 

But as the number of part owners of a busi- 
ness increases, so does the paper work need- 
ed to handle the equity contributions. 

‘The law requires all stockholders to be no- 
tified of important developments in the com- 
pany. Their consent has to be sought before 
certain decisions can be made by manage- 
ment. 

A stockholder who owns, for example, 10 
shares, has the same voting and notice rights 
as another who owns 51 percent of the com- 


pany 

TE the holders of small number of shares are 

numerous and live far from the company's 

-tgrincipal office, the task of complying with 
the notice requirement can be tedious and ex- 
pensive. 

"To cut down on administrative costs, some 
companies offer to buy back the holdings of 
small stockholders, with a premium some- 
times tacked on to make it attractive. 

Ies up to the stockholder concerned to de- 
cide whether to accept the buyout or hold on 
to his shares to enjoy the benefits of its divi 
dends, if any. 


Cost management 

‘The right of a company to buy back small 
stockholdings was the subject of а recent 
‘query to the Securities and Exchange Com- 
ission. 

The company, which is listed in the stock 

+ ëxchange, plans to write directly to its stock- 
holders and offer to buy back the shares that 
are below board lot (999 shares and below) 
for purposes of efficiency and cost manage- 
ment. 

The company checked with the SEC to find 
ош if its plan is covered by the mandatory 
tender offer rule of the Securities Regulation. 
Code. 

Essentially, the rule states that “any person 
ог group of persons acting in concert, who in- 
tends to acquire 35 percent or more of equity 
shares in а public company” should disclose 
that intention and offer to buy the shares of 
holders of that class of shares to the extent of 
the planned acquisition. 

The rule aims to level the playing field 
among the stockholders when a third party 
‘wants to buy a big chunk of a company's stocks. 


Market price 

‘The opportunity to sell should be made 
available to all similarly situated stockholders 
and not only to select stockholders who may 
be privy to the plans of or have been ap- 
proached by the buyer for that purpose. 

‘The SEC said the subject scheme is not соу- 


Halos isandaang taong pagtugon sa bawat kasunduan - 
kang sa susunod na mga taon, siguradong matutupad ga 
Yan ang pangako ng Insular Life - ang pinakamalaking Filipino life insurance company, 


orporate 
lecurities * / 


info 
Raul. Palabrica 


ered by the tender offer rule. 

‘The transaction is governed by the “tender 
offer by the issuer/bury back” rules which al- 
low a company to reacquire a specific class of 
shares for any of the following purposes: 

“To implement a stock option or stock pur- 
chase plan; 

“То meet short-term obligations which can 
be settled by the re-issuance of the repur- 
chased shares; 

“To pay dissenting or withdrawing stock- 
holders who are entitled to the payment of 
their shares under the Corporation Code; and 

"Such other legitimate corporate purposes. 

The SEC declared the objective behind 
the proposed action, which uses “below 
board lot" as the benchmark in determining 
who should be covered by the buy back, can 
be considered a legitimate corporate pur- 
pose. 

The agency, however, emphasized that the 
offer should be at the market price of the 
shares during the buy back period. This re- 
‘quirement was laid down to protect the inter- 
ests ofthe affected stockholders 

Since the shares are publicly traded, the 
data on the market price can be easily ob- 
tained from the stock exchange. 


Retained earnings 
Asin ай instances when the law allows the 
redemption, repurchase or buy back of 
shares, the SEC stated that the company 
should have sufficient unrestricted retained 
earnings in its coffers to finance that action. 
Unrestricted retained earings refer to the “ex- 
cess of the assets of the corporation over its labili- 
ties including the amount of the legal capital” 
"The requirement on the kind or source of funds 
that can be used to redeem or buy back shares is 
aimed at protecting the company’s creditors. 
Since the corporation's assets constitute а 
"trust fund" to which creditors look up to for 
the payment of their advances, expenses that 
are not in the ordinary course of business (like 
a shares buy back) should be funded from 
sources other than the company's egal capital. 
The records on file with the SEC showed 
the company that made the query had more 
than enough money in its treasury to effect 
the buy back without putting its creditors at 
tisk. (For feedback, write to rpalabrica@in- 
quirer. com. ph) 
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Great outdoors. Exciting indoors. 


The new B-Class. 


А new dimension in practical luxury. 


> Why hasn't anyone ever 
thought of it? A car that combines 
the characteristics of various vehicle. 
concepts, and reinvents them all in. 


а completely new idea: the Compact. 
Sports Tourer. 

> At only 4.27m in length, the 
B-Class boasts generous space 
that's enough for 3 passengers 
comfortably seated in the back. Its 
adjustable seating means adjustable 
stórage capacity for anything from 
mountain bikes and golf bags, to 
crates of food and supplies and 


anything in between. 

> The new B-Class Compact 
Sports Tourer. A new dimension in 
practical luxury. 


D 


Mercedes-Benz 


Mercedes Benz Global City 22nd St, cor. Rizal Drive, Bonifacio Global Cy, Taguig 1634, Metro Manila TEL: (632) 815 7777: FAX: (692) B15 9153 
Mercedes-Benz Greens. 1008 EDSA Greenhills, San Juan 1502, Metro Manila 
TEL.(632/723 5808 MOBILE: (091718507194 PAX: (632) 7267741 EMAIL: morosdesbonz@catscomph WEBSITE worv.nereedes-bemz.com.ph 


oian yañ ang amiing itinanim, Kaya makakadsa 
х Siguradong m. 
May pinagdaanan, may patutunguhan. 
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INSULAR LIFE 


LARRY OCAMPO takes part in 
the Subic International Triathlon. 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


ENDURANCE ATHLETES REFER 
toitas"the wall.” 

Itis that part of the long, ardu- 
ous race where the athlete, usual- 
lya runner, runs out of strength, 
and the feeling is comparable to 
hitting a brick wall—you just can- 
not take another step. ^ 

With muscles aching and 
sweat pouring, some athletes do 
give up and fall by the wayside. 

Bur there are those who ignore 
what their body is begging them 
to do and concentrate on putting 
опе footin front of the other until 
the second wind comes along and 
takes them to the end of their 
journey. 

PET Plans Inc. president 
Lorenzo T. Ocampo knows what 
is like to come up against “the 
wall" being a triathlete—he 
runs, cycles and swims. 

“At that point, your mind takes 
over because your body has already 
reached is physical limitations; 
Ocampo tells Inguinen, “I just tell 
myself to keep on moving and go 
on, one little step ata time, 

Ocampo says an athlete is lucky 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


- Hitting the wa 
out not giving up 


Pre-need exec relies on mental strength 
to carry him and his firm forward 


if he comes up against the wall 
just once in a long race and the 
second wind sweeps in quickly. 

Sometimes, “the wall” comes 
up more than once, and the 
much-awaited second wind, or 
that surge of new strength, never 
comes. 

But no matter how many times 
Ocampo has faced "the wall,” he 
is proud to say that he has almost 
always managed to reach the fin- 
ish line, even if it means swim- 
ming for 3.8 kilometers, cycling 
for another 180 and then running 
the last 42 kilometers. 

“I did join an adventure race 
many years ago and my partner 
and 1 could not climb the rock 
wall no matter how we tried as 
we had never taken climbing 
lessons," he says. 

“We tried until our arms tumed 
to Jello but failed. We've since 
learned how to climb and joined 
a few more races. Rock walls are 
no longer an issue,” he adds. 

He will need that dogged de- 
termination as he faces another 
type of "wall" in his job as presi- 
dent ofa pre-need company. 

With the industry beset by 
sharp drops in sales because of 
the financial disasters that hit 
two of the biggest players in the 
industry he is hard pressed to 


find ways to keep the company 
moving forward. 

Ies probably safe to bet on 
Ocampo succeeding at his task as 
he has never run away from a 
challenge 

One of the first came his way in 
1988 when he was asked to help 
push sales of the Impulse Spray of 
Unilever, then named Philippine 
Refining Corp. 

‘As brand assistant, the George- 
town University graduate had to 
go around sari-sari stores and 
Other retail outlets to encourage 
them to camry his product. 

He says the work gave him the 
opportunity to better know the 
kind of people that his maternal 
grandfather, the revered Sen. 
Lorenzo Tañada, served all his 
life. 

He explains that while he and 
the rest of the Tafiada clan were 
always involved during elections 
or in demonstrations, he did not 
really get the chance to know the 
"masa" well. 

“I realized that they really 
knew their stuff. They were very 
competent at what they do,” 
Ocampo says. 

That intimate knowledge of 
what the lower to middle-income 
markes want from Unilever 
served Ocampo well in the five. 


years that he stayed with 
Unilever. 

From Impulse, he moved on to 
"handle Rexona and Superwheel, 
which was the biggest brand in 
Unilever' arsenal at that time, as 
brand manager. 

“I was really mentored there. 
They set very high standards and 
it was very tough,” Ocampo says. 
“Many of my ideas were slapped 
down but 1 also managed to put 
in winners. 

He was on his way to bigger 
things at Unilever, but he re- 
signed in 1992 and asked his fa- 
ther, the late Adrian V. Ocampo, if 
he could join him at PET Plans, 
which the elder Ocampo set up in 
1988 with parmers, including 
Талаба. 

“T asked him if I could join be- 
cause the business was growing 
quite quickly and T wanted to 
help,” Ocampo says. 

The two Ocarhpos steered the 
company through highs and lows 
and it gave the younger Ocampo 
the opportunity to see his father 
ina different light. 

“He has always been involved 
in so many things, like manufac- 
turing, building and selling and 
insurance, and through it all he 
looked like he was having fun,” 
he says. 


i 
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LARRY and Adrian Ocampo 


Tt was not all fun, he realized, 
as there are definite downsides to 
a son working for his father. 

“Sometimes, you mix up the 

of father and son 
with employee and superior and 
he can be quite intense," he says, 

Then there is also the percep- 
tion that he only got his job be- 
cause he is the son of the owner, 
but he has learned early on to go 
beyond it and just concentrate on 
his work. 

He is also his own man, not a 
shadow of his late father, of 
whom he is proud. 

“Our personalities are very dif- 
ferent. He is very good at relating 
with people. He can immediately 
connect with them,” he says, “I 
am more deliberate and I can not 
easily put on the charm.” 

Their personalities may be dif- 
ferent, but they complement and 
the partnership worked well until 
late last year when the elder 
Ocampo passed away. 

‘Ogampo had to take over all of 
ihe reins of PET. Plans.and also 
look at the operation of other 
companies—Pemnet, involved in 
the remittance business; and AV 
Ocampo and Associates;an-insur- 
ance brokerage firm. 

Since then he has been taking 
difficult but necessary steps. tb 


ensure the survival of the pre- 
need firm. Branches were cut 
from as much as 130 to just 41, 
30 percent of the work force was 
let go and costs eut—all because 
the pre-need industry is just 40 
percent of what it was three years 
ago. 

Sales have been hard to come 
by because potential customers 
were spooked by the inability of 
the country's top pre-need firms. 
to pay their obligations to plan 
holders. 

Ocampo says PET Plans is not 
about to renege on its obligations 
to its plan holders saying it has a 
large enough trust fund to cover 
its financial obligations. 

He, however, says with busi- 
ness conditions as they are, it will 
be very difficult for the industry 
itself to survive. The industry, 
however, is still looking at the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commis- 
sion for some leeway to allow 
them to continue and remain 
profitable. 

Ocampo, thus, comes face to 
face with another “wall,” this 
time in business. And like on the 
track, he relies on his mental 
strength to сапу him and his 
company forward. 

He never gave up before, and 
he's notabout to start now. 
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d On May 31, Regina 
0- fo () tz 3 Rosarii Center 
{q et j for Contemplative 
#7 © Lane à Prayer will formally 
Marian statue f А 4 unveil Joe Barcena’s 


magnificent statue 


AVIEW from the deck 
atop the Regina 
Rosarii Center for 
Contemplative Prayer 
shows the artist. 
ensconced 
inthe Lady's halo. 

| 


ТВ (0 ода Pnp 700K "АТКЕЗАТ 
бщ! + KEAR WAKATI CED 


ж - y 1) 
By Gino Dormiendo indeed present and truly alive in (Тһе Tagaytay Marian Shrine around are oversized throw pil- LOW AS PHP ) SUM, 


Contributor the midst of all the noise pollution Barcena built earlier is a testa- lows for sitting and meditation. PAG-IBIG, BANK OR IN HOUSE 
that is now one of the most seri- ment to his landscape savvy, not — Envisioned to become the per 
E WHAT COULD BE ousmaladiesofourtime." to mention his unique gifts to manent home of Our Lady in the 


the most fitting way Воп п Naga Ску Barcena bring out the best features ofan ску ће Regina Rosari Centr for 
lose the Marian сопез from a family deeply root arboreal sexing) __ Contemplative Prayer is a sacred 
to clost ian ed in religion, As a child, he was Тһе Dominican prayer center's space, a sanctuary of silence, an oa- d 
month of May, the Regina exposed to his grandmother's, аз interior altar, located by the sis of hope, where peace and har- пч veg 
Rosarii Center for Con- well аз the town’s, fealty to Our building entrance, has another mony crowned by the magnifi- e M 
templative Prayer run by lady of Peafancia, whose gi- oeuvre of the arist: a modernist, cence of God's crention, shalleign, Ш ышк, 
the Dominican Sisters cr Same processions fired up his impressively minimalist retablo, As St. Dominic himself said е : арма CORRORATION 
k m ОЁ Young imagination, His great- featuring serenely hued fiber- "Our preaching is the sharing of у aia Zab WA 
Regina Rosarii (OP Regi- grandfather and grandfather, glass etching generated by light- our contemplative insights, the 
na), with the support of both named Federico, were fa- ing fixtures conducive to contem- fruits of our contemplation, to the 
the Regina Rosarii Con- mous local sculptors: plation and meditation. Sprawled poor and broken.” 
templative Association, [1 college, the then budding 


a ПОЛ, sculptor cast in fiberglass the bust 
will formally unveil José “oF pope John Paul Il. Another 


"oe" Barcena’s magnifi- piece on the Pope, which won i å j SNC Me putet aed bastion 
cent statue of Our Lady оЁ first prize in a contest using lahar ^ ‚ 3 А pu ior" 

La Naval May 31. material, became part of a diora- н : М : ; 
The 30-foot image is the Maon бе Pope's life and is now i 
biggest yet dedicated to the enshrined in the Vatican. ess Сома: 7 ` Á 

o Phe Most Holy Rosary, А Marian devotee” himself, doa Ah np Dion in oy Сна ev a5 

шва ive НОУ Кош, Barcena worked feverishly on the И. Tolan (02) 771.0087. Tels (02) 3739797 + 4165218 - 19 


thoi latest bum, E 
the vastly outnumbered Spanish- statue, erecting it aloft a five-sto- under Redrum T X a aie о Bonk i "рад ледена ад: а a EE 
Filipino fleet in the historic naval "Y house. His medium of choice Productions ond Tels.: (02) 729-5093 + 889-7166- . — whic iachonipiachcon Е 
bates. in the 17h century Was fiberglass; he draped her fig- А Werner Music. 
against the superior Durch im. ше and reinforced it with steel gd 
vaders. The victory ofthe defend. and iron to withstand stormy 4 à 7 Join The Clu 
ers was canonized as a miracle, Weather, At the foot of the Lady, a d > 4 Чы " 
hence the tide Our Lady of La chorus of cherubim floats amid a А Fast decision. 10-year fixed. 
Naval garland of drifting clouds. { LE o 

The statue stands in a private. ns unique ce er 4 Rock-bottom rates. 

roperty on Scout Fernandez, ueis that it stands on a fully rotat- i c all to ра ; | 
Bey. Laging Handa, а stones ing pedestal, capable of turning We bring your new home closer. 
throw from bustling Tomas Mora- 360 degrees, thanks to an electri- 1 
to Avenue in Quezon City. cal mechanism the sculptor has 

It is the piece de résistance of devised. The icons towering 
the Davao-based sculptor who Presence in the surrounding area 1 | BO: ү 
has created a number of Marian Ís visible to everyone, including m y s M рал 
shrines іп Naga City; Taytay, the high-rise structures of the two / q DU || 10.00% 
Rizal; Mati in Davao Oriental; major TV networks, Ў s eee 
Tagum in Davao del 10.50% 
Norte; Tagaytay and Z т x 
Davao City. А, 11.00% P10,322 


A Pine Arts, major 1 - 
in Painting, alumnus 4 i Я Н 11.25% P10,493 
of the University of 
Santo Tomas, the 11.50% Р10,665 
31-year-old Barcena i 
has worked in close Г 
partnership with Sr. " e + Rates apply опу for new term [oan releases and purpose is acquisition, 
Eppie bon. ў 4 Construction or refinancing. Rates are subject to change without prior notice 
founder of the Do- *+ For every loan amount of P1,000,000 for 20 years, 
minican Sisters of Cal 845-8772 or text PSOANK'HONE АО чуруп rome» <you landline nos 
Regina Rosarii, the Р South Bldg., 2nd Floor egt gn lest оп send to 517 or тап 8t 00478902327 
na шд fr lobe and other user 
the Regina Rosarii 
Shrines in Tagum 
and Tagaytay. 

Says Barcena: "We 
have envisioned a 
sanctuary of contem- 
plative silence in the 
heart of a business 
district, an eloquent 
reminder that God is 


eral needed re pEULIPHNE DUAIEY INCA Eee ene rater ar ee 


"A BEAUTIFUL Collapse,” 
by Espiritu 


"WAKING up from a Car. 
Crash," by Espiritu. 


the Drain Agai 


Between 


o 


“THE EERIE Waking Hours of an Endorphin 
Junkie,” by Espiritu 


THE SOCIAL SERVICES 
Committee of the House. 
of Representatives with 
Choice Expression 
Gallery presents "Rhap- 
sody 2,” an exhibition 
celebrating life and har- 
vest 
The exhibit features 
works by various estab- 
lished and emergent 
artists such as Angel 
Cacnio, Ramon Orlina, 
Caloy Gabuco, Oscar 
Zalameda, Angelito 
Antonio, Araceli Dans, 
Eduardo Castrillo, 
Omi Reyes, Juvenal 
Sans6, Lydia Velasco, 
Fred Ramirez, Marcel 
Antonio, Emmanuel Garibay, Michael 
Cacnio, Roel Obemio, Norman Dreo, Aner 
Sebastian, Elios Santos and Bin Samonte. 
‘The show will benefit the Philippine 
Mental Health Association and Rondalla on 
Wheels. The exhibit runs through June at 
the South Building lobby of the Batasang 
Pambansa. Call 8990717 or 8990718, 


“HARVEST,” by Oscar Zalameda 


‘Rhapsody’ exhibit 


re 
king hours 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


‘THICK BREW OF POP ART AND 
A= usually appears in 

the works of upcoming young 
artists. There's something about the un- 
leashed imagination, a wildness in col- 
or and form, akin to rebellion, that al- 
‘ways appeals to the young. 

‘That interesting mix is seen in Janet 
Balbarona and Crist Espiritu’s joint ex- 
hibit “Volatile Fix," 19 pieces in oil on. 
canvas, until May 30 in Blue Room Art. 
Gallery, 1534 1асшйа St, Bangkal, 
Makati City. 

This is edgy art we expect from the 
young. Both Fine Arts graduates from 
University of Santo Tomas, Balbarona 
has seven pieces in the show while Es- 
piritu has 12. 

Ifthe former's art appears inspired by 
fashion-magazine illustration, the lat- 
ter's resembles editorial cartoon. Both 
‘works can't be far from Poster Art. 

Balbarona depicts young women so- 
lo or duo posing as if in a fashion shoot 
àla Avedon, particularly in “Bittersweet 
Sixteen" and "Dreaming in Stripes.” 
She uses flat, clear, commercial colors à 
la Wesselmann or Rosenquist. 

Sometimes the imagery verges on 
soft porn, as in “Doll House,” "Rico- 
chet," “Thieves of the Heart.” But this is 
deceptive, because Balbarona’s posing 
subjects, looking directly at the viewer 
as опа dare or challenge, are actually 
near descendants of the women of Sig- 
mar Polke and Egon Schiele. 

Watch out. They're no victims of sex- 
ual exploitation or commercialism, but 


LIFESTYLE 


“SATURDAY Evening... Down 
y" by Espiritu. 


"DANCING Towards Oblivion with Tragedy on Our Hands," by Crist Espiritu 


а 


“DOLL House,” by Janet Balbarona 


could be the victimizers them- 
selves—some budding femme fatales. 
While Balbarona's draftsmanship as- 
pires to a cool realism, Espirit’ turns to 
sheer caricature, Against planes of earth 
colors, slate-green, gray, umber, ochre, 
red, gold, the artist unleashes his uncon- 


scious by floating or drifting off figures 
that are more cartoonish than lifelike. 

His art is obviously influenced by 
Dali—not the Dali of "The Crucifixion” 
ог “The Last Supper” but the Dali of 
“Sleep” or “The Persistence of Memory.” 

His art thrives on dreamlike images 


A harmony 


of art and music 


By Joanna Marie Grace Romero 


Contributor 


Т 


Musique 


HE OPENING OF 


"A 
IV" enthralled 


guests as it merged music 


and the visual arts at the Galerie 
Joaquin Main in San Juan. 
‘The perceptible balance of the 


two art forces 


proved obvious 


from the beginning. Leading the 


ribbon-cutting 
artist Juvenal 


ceremony were 
Sanso, who was 


very recently awarded with the 
Presidential Medal of Merit, and 
pianist Raul Sunico, both interna- 


“CHERUBS,” 
by Caloy Gabuco 


tionally acclaimed artists. 
“La Musique 


opened in 


connection with National Her- 


itage Month, saw fine renditions 
of classical pieces by soprano 
Joscephine Gomez and tenor 
Frankie Aseniero. 
compositions 
Nicanor Abelardo and Lucio San 
Pedro were rendered by highly 
respected musicians such as pi- 
anists Dick Zamora and Carlos 
Perion, violinist John Lesaca, and 
flutists Sonny Yangco and Lenny 


Timeless 


de Jesus. 


“La Musique 


dia. 


As finale, Sunico played a 
heartfelt kundiman plus a suite of 
music from the Broadway musi- 
cal "My Fair Lady" which left the 
audience clamoring for more. 


fine selection of artworks from 22 
artists who mak 
pretations of music in various me- 


Jerry Morada's surreal 
canvas pieces are stimulating. His 
48" x 36" “Musika” starkly avoids 
the Filipiniana figures he has 
come to be known for a 
focuses on musical instruments, 
chopped to reveal only their up- 


by ofhis. 


Landscape impressio; 


ing a woman in her 
youth playing a vi 
lin and an old lady 
reminiscing about 
having played the vi- 
olin during her 
younger days. 

Another in: 
teresting 
IV" consists of a piece — is 
Bernard 
unique inter- Vista's 48 


“viol 
one 


id instead 


Tiglao's "Himig ng Dalaga" and 
“Alaala” are a diptych show- 


“MARIMBA” by Bayani Acala 
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th corresponding titles that sound 
“The Eerie Waking Hours 
ofan Endorphin Junkie,” "Like M. Stipe 
1 Don't Sleep... 1 Dream,” “Dancing To- 
wards Oblivion with Tragedy on Our 
Hands,” “Saturday Evening... Down the 
Drain Again,” “Waking up from a Car 
Crash,” “Subconscious Tripping with 
George,” “A Beautiful Collapse." 

His world is populated by demons, 
ghoulish figures, cows and rabbits, cres- 
cent moon, disembodied angel wings, 
human bodies sprouting hamburgers or 
French fries for heads—replete with 
Freudian slips and Jungian motifs. 

Says the exhibit note: "The pensive 
poses of Balbarona’s lithe models and 
the wry slyness of Espiritu's satirical fig- 
ures are a study in emotional contrasts 
as well as an intriguing cocktail of visu- 
al styles. One is instantly caught up in 
the middle of the well-posed counte- 
nances and sardonic glances of the 
artists’ subjects, which are alternately 
reminiscent of glossy glamour-maga- 
zine photo shoots and lampoon comic 
caricatures. 

“Between them, Balbarona and Es- 
piritu entangle the viewer in tensions 
that are as unsettling as they are famil- 
iar, Caught between wet dreams and 
eerie waking hours, the heat of the mo- 
ment builds up to a flashpoint.” 

By the look of it, “Volatile Fix" must 
be an exhibit produced by party ani- 
mals. While Balbarona's art seems like a 
product of a fashionista, Espiritu's is of 
ahard drinker. 

The former is a tease, the latter а 
hangover. Just living up to The Factory. 


ld 


JOHN Lesaca 


per bodies and отатемей by х 36" “Ensemble” painting of 


the brown scapular, astaple motif three musicians complete with 


Vista's signature tilted heads, out- 


nist Felix 


£^. 


lins. 


sized hands and feet. The posi- 
tioning of the figures in the paint- 
ing evokes harmony in the music 
produced by their cello and vio- 


Bayani Acala's women portray 


a sense of quiet repose, rejoicing 
in their femininity and musicality. 
The figures are shown in the act 
one figure strik- 
ing а marimba, another playing 
iano, others playing wind 


of playing musi 
the p 
instruments. 


Eileen. 


are exquisite. 


In his portraits of cel- 
lists, Vincent de Pio, the 
featured. 

plays 
around various 
earth 


youngest. 
artist, 


colors of 


Escueta's 
„ acrylics on canvas such 
аз "Perchance to Dream" 


"BLACK and White Cellists," 
by Vincent de Pio 


tone or simple hues of black and 
white. His works are highly tex- 
tured. 

Highly expressive are the 
works of National Artist Arturo 
Luz, whose linear and geometric 
acrylics on canvas are tasteful 
and intriguing. 

Sansó, Mario Рага! and Lydia 
Velasco also render their personal 
interpretations of music: gleeful, 
estive, contemplative. Their 
works, as always, never cease to 
allure. 
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Lofranco at West Gallery 

Joseph Lofranco presents his new works in 
acryle and charcoal pencit in "Color Blind Cast- 
fng Unt June 10, at West Gallery, Mary Santos 
Arcade, West Avenue, Quezon Chy. Call 
4108965921 and 3721194. 
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"DISPELLER of Darkness,” by Manorainjan 
Group exhi 


“Kulay Marikina,” an art exhibit featuring the Marikina Painters Group, 
opens on May 30, 4-6 p.m. at Kamayan Restaurant, 207 Edsa, Greenhills, 
Mandaluyong City. Call 7172372 or 0920-9217284. 


3€» Back-to-back exhibits 

УУ On June t, Karen Ocampo Flore 
nate Designs" and Noel Soler Cuizon's "Apoc- 
турпа" will be on view at the Finale Art Gallery 
and West Gallery, respectively. Both exhibits 
will run until June 13. Both galleries are on the 
4, Bldg. A, SM Megamall, Mandaluyong. Call 
6342410 or 6341284. 


"Inordi- 


“REPASO: Cleo's Last Visi 
by Noel Soler Cuizon 


Sculptors at West. 

“Lovingly, Menacingly Yours: Objects of 
‘Warmth and Terror" features sculptures by Aba 
Luch Dalena, Maria Taniguchi, Rius San Juan, 
Leeroy Мен, Cynthia Alexander, Carmel Lim, 
and Rey Medina: and collaborative objects by 
Bruhn, Cez Nuñez and Lyn Endrigano, and by 
Sarah de Veyra and Red Plopino. It presents 
objects that depict persuasions ranging from 
the sentimental to the divine, the taboo, the 
decadent and even the shocking. The exhibit 
will run until June at the West Gallery Sculpture 
Room, Marisan Building, 48 West Ave., Quezon 
City. Cal 4110336, 3721195 or 4119221 


Ventura at Ateneo 
"Cross Encounters, 
exhibit of works by 2005 Ate- 
neo Art Avards winner 
Ronald Ventura, runs until 
July 21 at the Ateneo Art 
Gallery, G/F, Rizal Library 
Ateneo de Manila University, 
Loyola Heights, QC. Ventura 
was the first recipient of the. 
Ateneo Art Gallery Sydney 
Studio Residency Grant. His 
works on exhibit include 
handpainted sculptures, 
paintings, sketches, toy fig- 
urines and a riot shield. Call 
4266488. 


Doctolero at Crucible 

Tre Crucible Gallery pro- 
sents a solo exhibit of water- 
color by Ferdinand Doctolero 
on May 30 at 6 p.m. "Luck 
тара: Variety of Color 
Ways” (from the Tagalog 
street word lakwatsa which 
means "to travel or go on 
Journey to different places") 
will showcase paintings in 
watercolor and pen and ink 
on paper: The exhibit wil run 
until June 11 at the Crucible 
Gallery, À Bido- A SM 
Megamall, Mandaluyong. 
Cali 6356061 


“BAGUIO at Sunset,” by Jemina 


Rockwell, Makati 

Meanwhile, Jemina mounts her 11th so- 
o exhibit "Sentimental Journey,” until June 
2, at the R1 Bridgeways of Power Plant. 
all, Rockwell, Makati. The exhibit is the 
first of a series presented by Power Plant 
Mall and Yellow Door Gallery. It consists of 
paintings on canvas depicting Philippine 
landscapes. Call 0920-9624347. 


Photo exhibit. 

The Manila Times presents "Popoli: The 
Faces of the Times,” a photo exhibit featur- 
ing remarkable personalities such as 
artists Mauro “Malang” Santos and Ben 
Cabrera; actress and book author Pilar Pi- 
lapil; National Book Store founder Socorro 
Ramos; PNP general Arturo Lomibao; Ford 
‘Supermodel third runner-up, Charo Ron- 
Quilio, who have graced the cover of The 
‘Sunday Times. Call 5281257 or email be- 
linda_0331@manilatimes.net 


Gaechter 


at Crucible 

“Life with Mother-of- 
Pearl" а debut exhibit by jew- 
eler/sculptor Paul Gaechter, 
will open on June 13, 6 p.m., 
atthe Crucible Galery. This 
sculpture collection show- 
cases original designs, styled 
almost ike mosaics, with 
mother-of-pearts as main 
material. The exhibit will run 
until June 25. Call 6358061 


Group exhibit 
at Pasig Museum 

"Inner Journeys 2" fea- 
tures the recent works of 
members of the Ananda 
Marga, an organization which 
propagates the pursuit ot 
зе!-гвайгайоп and selfless 
service to humanity. Artists 
include Dada Rameshananda 
Avadhuta, Manorainian, 
Ramchander, Jyosna, 
Paramesh and Arjuna. The 
exhibit runs unti tomorrow at 
Pasig City Museum. Call 
6410211 


Doctor 


at Power Plant 

Artist Edgar Doctor is fea- 
tured artist in the exhibit 
“Tribute to the Arts,” opening 
‘on June 3, 6 p.m., North 
Court, Power Plant Май, 


“BLUE Tip Lotus Orange Cloud," 
by Emily Sycip-Cheng 


Emily SyCip-Cheng mounts her solo ex- 
hibit "LotusCloudTreeMist," until June 8, 
on the 2/F, MuseumSpace, Ayala Museum. 
Call 8319990 or 8339815. 


EQ Diapers Bonggang Binyagan ү 


The recently held EQ › 
Bonggang Binyagan baptized 
hundreds of babies in Metro 
Manila, Davao, Cebu, 
Dagupan, and Iloilo. In Metro 
Manila, there were 132 babies 
baptized in Fernwood Gardens 
with Tin-Tin Bersola Babao as 
one of the symbolic godpar- 
ents. Moms and babies alike 
were beaming with joy as they 
were welcomed into the world 
of Christianity. The blessed ba- 
bies also got to take home EQ 
diaper giveaways. This was tru- 
ly a memorable moment for 
loyal user of EQ diapers. 


Опе of the hundreds of babies baptized in EQ 
Bonggang Binyagan 


їп photos are, clockwise from 
Antonio Inton of 4th district QC, Eugene Go of 
EQ Diapers, Christine Bersola Babao & 
Korina Sanchez as symbolic godparents and the 


ирили Lucky EQ Mom & Baby, Godparents and 


Fernwood priests. 


Take Good Care of your Heart with 
KR plestrim Coconut Fiber Capsule. 


Re plestrim® contains 


a unique combination of 
natural coconut fiber and 
garlic which helps 
reduce the risk of heart 
diseases. Don't take your 
Heart for granted, 
take 2-3capsules of 
C)Kplestrim? daily 
and make your heart 


healthier and stronger, Музу 


‘viable eng drugon. Only РТ 65 аре (SRP). www.abs-herbs.cam ph 


латтае 


Disposable 
Baby Diapers 


AT 


MR pm. 


(С а FREE Еа; Travel "Buddy, Бай} 1: 22 


ааа (n 


итеп" you, buy, any, EQ ‘Dry, Pack! ig: 


z PROMO PERIOD: MARCH 18- am А IMPORTANT: 
Ё - MECHANICS: -_ х 


= Oniy packs of EQ Dy wil oh cover (рап oc whita) wil Бә accepted 
Eniras containing cut-out points wil not be honored." = 

B 1. Consumers may join by simply collecting packs wit Intact proof cf purchase. 

TePONTS) curd on packs of EQ Dry Baby Diapers. Рой per packaging exe as ols 


тетүү 


2 V. The chosen premium items shall odellvered by LIBCAP Express to tho 777) 
‘address submitted by the consumer. In the event thatthe entry sender is not 
present during he ime о! delivery, a member ofthe sender's household may be 
‘asked to sign a proof o delivery and receive tne premium items in behali of tho. 
entry sender. 


VL Delivery lead mes for the premium бет are as follows (commencing 
upon receipt of “delivery orders” by he courier): 


‘Travel Pack (N8225, 5208, MBs, t169; 1148) 
Econo Pack (6408, MS6s, L328, XL28s] 
‘Juma Pack (5808, М54з, L483, XL42s) 


Я. Submit the required EQ Dry Baby Diaper wrappers together with the following 
Information: sender's name, compete address where you want he premium ites 
delivered, baby's name and age, telephone and/or celphone numbers, signature of 
parentiguardan, and the desired premium беп, writen on а ресе of paper and 
'enciosed in an envelope. For herdto-nd locations i would be best al landmark 
information ofthe address given be provided for easy reference. 


a Mevo Mania: within 2103 days 
b. Luzon & Visayas: within 2104 days 
C Mindanao: within 310 days, 


ре DTI - НСА Peni # 0812 Serion of 


_— тане DAILY INQUIRER re e m 


UE LIFESTYLE MONDAY, MAY 29,2006 
[леа “диры : 3 
: уюте 


ts more than just a credit card. 


Congratulations to 
Ms. Sally F. Aldaba 
for winning 


P1,000,000 


TAGBILARAN 
church ceiling 


JOIN the lloilo Heritage Walking Tour on May 30-31 when private 
homes like the Javellana-Lopez ancestral home open their doors. 


eg Io REA alan Nd Heritage Month closes in Iloilo 


in Citibank's Match & Win promotion! 


forefront for the entire exhibit of lighthouses were also X 
Every single receipt of at least P1,000 month of May each year launched. г WORLD Heritage San 
charged to your bank Credit Card when the National Heritage Traditional and modern fab- id Agustin Church in 
gives you a chance to win 1,000,000. | Month presents a variety of ех. rics, handloomed by time-hon- Paoay isa magnificent 
pressions that spring from our огей tribal and lowland weavers setting for a Cecile 
multifaceted Philippine culture. — from various parts of the country, Licad concert. 
‘The opening event May 1 аза were demonstrated and shown, Y 
To join, text all your entries concert by pianist Cecile Licad at some turned into stunning con- 
i i the majestic San Agustin Church temporary fashion. 
with or without matching numbers. in Paoay (ilocos Th Bacolod: 


НЕ IS ON THE archipelago. A book and photo 


Norte), an out- Silay and Bago 

standing Philip- PRIDE cies in Negros " 

Enbed inthe Un. OF PLACE hibits featured DAE 9 
esco World Her- ` the contents of 


t ЖР, itage List because. old baul tugan bamboo ensemble and a 
t Citibank of its uniqueness AMEHSIO Е. (тю) and Ё rondalla will welcome partici- 
k f and universal val- Villalon х /N BMY aparador (аг- k pants to a grand walking tour of 
I9 pd rm we. moires) of an- {| Пойо mansions—the Javellana- 
reu DU» ‘The value of Heritage Month is cestral homes—delicate sayas, ee Lopez, Jalandoni-Lopez Vito, 
= that it brings out the continuum precious jewelry, religious ob- i Hormillosa-Locsin  — heritage 
that is at the root of Philippine jects, books, an intimate look into. 2 homes, and the Magdalena Jalan- 
culture. the haciendero lifestyle from a Li doni Museum. 

Religious rituals were not con- century ago. In the evening, the longgo 
ducted in silence. Chanting, ser- Heritage month is conceived as z zarzuela “Ang Gugma ni Dansoy 
mons, music and dance are pow- a month-long festival highlight- оез. kag Rosing” will be performed. 
erful methods of prayer aswell. ing cultural heritage sites by us- m On May 31, the walking tour 

ыссауетош итеге асошз- ing them as venues for cultural DETAILofaTagbilaranchurch continues to Molo Church and 
hum. tically enhances the music, so the activities. Various facets of Philip- ^^ ling Convent, the Mejica Museum, Поі- 

concert at San Agustin in Paoay pine culture such as tiangges, mu- lo Sinamay House, and the her- 
brought back a forgotten dimen- sic and dance performances, visu- Although much Philippine itage bakery Panaderia de Molo. 
Son that churches are madi. al arts, exhibits, culinary events, heritage is endangered, allisnot А Flores de Mayo caps the af- 
tionally associated with great ап and design retrospectives, lost. Unknown to many, heritage temoon, — followed Бу 
musie such as Bach's and walking tours, and much more advocacy and conservation pro- troubadours singing sacred music 
Mozarts sacred music, and espe- are offered. grams are often more successful from the Colegio de San Agustin 
cially our own Missa Baclayana The activities are an enjoyable outside of Manila. The work of Archives during Mass at the San 
Composed in Baclayon Church way to advocate for heritage, fo- the Ramon Aboitiz Foundation José Church. 
(Boko) and religious musiccom- using attention on endangered in documenting and preserving — Inthe evening, “Halad,” a trib- 
posed by Adonay. heritage, reintroducing forgot- the coastal towns in southern ute to the Blessed Virgin, will fea- 

Heritage month organized vis- ten heritage, and bringing either Cebu is an outstanding exam- ture a traditional verse, pagdayaw 
its and walking tours, convincing outstanding heritage examples or ple. (eulogy), together with songs and 
owners to open their heritage successful conservation efforts all The success of lloilo inheritage dances that burst into a fireworks 
homes to vistors. Lakbay Bula. over the country to public atten- advocacy is the result of activities display to conclude the 2006 Na- 
can walked people through state- tion. by a group of committed resi- tional Heritage Month. 
ly homes in the province, served Ап extraordinary treasure not dents who are working harmo- 3 
the delicacies and heirloom really known to the public is the а with л S m Heritage Watch * 

recipes normally prepared in centuries-old ceiling painting by Пойоз isan example that therest То inaugurate its new building 
аткзрасе AST 10 DIGITS OF YOUR recipes, normally ртератеа п ата Raymundo Franca at Loboc ofthe country canemulate. а: 855 TM. Kalaw St. in Manila, 
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Heritage Month achieves to re- ceiling creates awareness for the nonstop reading will continue for 

live. It shows that no facet ofher- need for proper conservation the next 20 hours, ending in the 
e e Ө | itage stands alone, that architec- methods to protect our heritag morning of June 17. 
Citi 3456789000/121681/041706 ture, art, music, drama, dance, Paella wakes up the graveyard 
costumes, cuisine, and tradition- MAJAYJAY Church, shift at midnight. At dawn, chur- 
2 = 25 al craft coexist, and that together, one of the oldest z ros con chocolate are served to 
rather than singly, they tell the and the tallest Ч outgoing and incoming readers. 
Philippine story much better fa tba country + Some 250 readers are needed 

Aside from food festivals, there for the continuous reading. Put 
have also been food essay-writing yourself on the list by calling In- 
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of stamps commemorated the 3 
mecklace of Spanish colonial Please e-mail comments and feed- 
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‘Soft-Shell › at Avellana 


ON VIEW UNTIL JUNE 3 AT AVELLANA ART 
Gallery is Mac Valdezco's "Soft-Shell 

Composed of tapestries and soft, organic sculp- 
tures, the exhibit straddles berween that small, deli- 
cate space of art and craft. The aspect of craft is 
characterized by the materials which are sewn-to- 
‘gether fabrics, rejects or excess of factory garments. 

The ап comes in the very sensitive notion of color 
and texture that guided the artist їп her placements 
and the geometric flourish that renders the 
| tapestries its metaphorical latch. In effect, the works 

are very personal not only in their evocation but al- 
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"THE COFFEE Shop Within the Play 
(Unravel Noh),” а Japanese-Filipino 
production staged by Naohiko Umewaka 
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All the world's a stage 


By Gibbs Cadiz 


HATS IN A' МАМЕ? 
An actress like Olga Tudo- 
rache won't likely ring a 


bell here or in any place where Lind- 
say Lohan reigns. But thanks to the 
Unesco-International Theater Insti- 
tute (ITI) Theater Olympics of the Na- 
tions, which ended just last night at 
the Cultural Center of the Philippines 
(ССР), we now know a miracle of an 
artist by her name exists. 


play "Regina Madre; by the National Of some 30 


"Theater of Bucharest, Romania, one of 


many prominent drama groups from performances from 


Europe, North and Latin America, Africa 


and the Arab States, the Caribbean and alll over the world 


Asia that had come for the festival and 


ade Manin ortwoweetsarlas,the ас graced the 


world's theater capital. 
Monster mothers have been a staple 


Theater Olympics 


of world stages, from Medea to Mary of the Nations held 


‘Tyrone in O'Neill's "Long Day's Jour- 


neyinto Night,” and othislist mustbe in Manila, here 


added playwright Manlio Santanelli's 


Tudorache, along with Marius singular creation, a portraitofa matri- 8I€ five that thrilled 
Bodochi, headlined the two-character aumo and moved us 


l 
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The Good Life Begins 
With A Healthy Life 


©, 
® 


Located just minutes away from the Santa 
Rosa exit of the South Superhighway, Ayala 


At Ayala Weslgrove Heights, 


ip heshening doesn ( | 
алг [res ening oesn t come in cams. 


Westgrove Heights was deliberately designed 
tocradle the fresh mountain air, to makeeven 
the littlest of breaths a pleasure in itself, 


Thats why over half af the property (or about 
200 hectares) is devoted to parks, gardens, 
and recreational areas, with the other half 
reserved for residential development, What 
it adds up to is one of the least congested 
residential areas in the country today. 

A place where you can breathe easily. Which, 
residents have discovered, has reduced 5 X 
occurences of asthma attacks in children, Others call it refreshing. 
remakened the desire to engage in outdoor 3 
activities. And is not magic. All the air in We call it the next 
Westgrove is fresh. And thats a lot more 3 Ae Caran 
than can be said in many so-called modem big thing in living well. 
residential communities today. 


But in spite of being far enough from the city 
toescapesmogand pollution and congestion, 
Ayala Westgrove Heights is till near enough 
commercial centers, drugstores, churches, 
markets, and even premier schools like St. 
Scholastica's Westgrove, DISU Canlubang, 
Don Bosco and Brent International School to 
make living here the new standard in living 


well 


lush with orchards, groves and 
gardens. It comes from the way the 
land seems to cradle the winds from 


both mountain and woods. It comes 
Enchanted 


Kingdom 


To Calamba as the fruit of painstaking attention to 


UM ud т - detail that maximizes and makes full use of 

bs И open spaces. It comes from the fact that over 
S pr 5096 of the property has been devoted to parks, 
fe Manta greenery and open spaces. And it all serves to make 


activities like fishing, jogging, strolling, biking, or 


just plain lazing around a true delight. One might 
Q^ мае 00 

т 9-9 
+ “fon Bosco 


even say that every breath is a pleasure at Ayala 


‘De La Salla St. Scholaslica's Westgrove Heights. Find out for yourself. Plan a " TN. 
lb s ba 
TUM AYALA ?- visit today. And inhale, And exhale, And repeat. p^ p 
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By Pablo A. Tariman 
Contributor 


WHAT DO MAYA PLISETSKAYA, 
Vladimir Spivakov and Mstislav 
Rostropovich have in common? 

The great ballerina, the excel- 
lent violinist and the legendary cel- 
list are all Russians and they have. 
all performed for Filipino audi- 
ences to great acclaim. 

‘These Russian icons have 
performed with Filipino artists. 

Plisetskaya performed with our 
‘own Maniya Barredo in one fund- 
raising dance event in Guatemala. 
Spivakov performed Beethoven's 
‘Triple Concerto with Cecile Licad 
and Antonio Meneses in Spain. 
Rostropovich has performed many 
times with Исай) as conductor ог 
cellist in chamber music. 

Again Licad is performing a 
Shostakovich sonata with one of 
Russia's greatest living violinists, 
Gidon Kremer, in the Lockenhaus 
Festival in Austria next month. 

‘The good news is that Manila's 
performing arts scene will once 
again be graced by great Russian 
artists and ensembles on June 14- 
18, according to Madam Valentina 
Nebogatova, first vice president of 
the Friendship Society Philippines 
Russia Inc. 

The series of performances will 
be called а festival of Russian cul- 
ture in the Philippines. Ballet 
Manila under Lisa Macuja-Elizalde 
will be involved. 

"I cannot deny that my Russian 
ballet education is a big part of my 
dancing life.” said Elizalde during 
the presscon. "There are times 
‘when I speak in Filipino and think 
їп Russian and vice versa.” 

Асапу rate, Madam Nebogatova 


also 


2°" USTSINGERS 


| AARC T Mam 


DENIS Matsuev, Russian pianist 


has announced that the Russian 
festival will open June 14 with an 
exhibit opening and a screening of 
a Russian fim. 

A performance of the Folklore. 
Ensembles will be held on June 15, 
to be followed by the dance gala of 
the "The Stars of Bolshoi Theater" 
n June 16. 

On June 18, Russian pianist De- 
nis Matsuev will perform with the 
San Miguel Philharmonie under 
the baton of Felix Korobov. 

The special cultural ties be- 
tween Russia and the Philippines 
will be chronicled by Music News 
Magazine, which will recall the 
first time Russian dance legends 
Anna Pavlova and violinist Mis 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


LIFESTYLE 
The Russians are coming 


Ellman set foot in Manila in the 

1920s. 
Call 

8851136. 


Peace Orchestra 

Many are wondering whatever 
happened to the Peace Philhar- 
monic Philippines (PPP), which 
used to be the Cebu Youth Sym- 
phony Orchestra 

Well, the regular players аге still 
alive and kicking and have just 
‘wrapped up a summer festival se- 
ries from Cagayan de Oro to Cebu 
City. 

In April and early this May, I 
caught up with two events of the 
PPP Chamber Players at the Cebu 
Waterfront Hotel Ballroom. 

The April 23 concert featured 
guest conductor Eugene Fredrick 
Castillo conducting Wagners 
“Siegfried lydll" with Ingrid Sala 
Santamaria as soloist in the 
Chopin E Minor Concerto (ar- 
ranged for a string quartet) and 
the Edward MacDowell D Minor 
Concerto. 

Even with a small chamber 
group, Castillo managed to elicit 
formidable sound from the PPP 
Players and made "Siegfried Idyll 
quite poignant in many parts (it 
was initially threatened by the 
sound of rock band rehearsing in 
the adjacent ballroom). 

Santamaria had lyricism on the 
palm of her hand in the Chopin Е 
Minor Concerto, but it was in the 
MacDowell piano concerto that 
she showed her best in an unusual 
concerto that was fast in the sec- 
ond movement and ending largo 
molto allegro toward the dramatic 
finale. 

On May 7, 1 got the chance to 


9017156 ог 0910- 


see the group in a program of 
Mozart's Symphony No. 40 in G 
Minor, К. 550, and Mendelssohn's 
Violin Concerto in E Minor, Op. 64, 
again at the Waterfront Hotel Ball- 
room. 

Conducted by Jeffrey Solares, 
the Mendelssohn concerto. with 
soloist Sara Maria Gonzales was 
easily the evenings most memo- 
rable highlight. She played with 
verve, not losing the feel of the 
Mendelssohn melancholy inherent 
in the piece. Solares gave her ex- 
cellent support. 

Santamaria, who has witnessed 
the musical growth of these young 
musicians, points out that al- 
though the PPP lost some of its 
players to Manila-based orchestras 
and to schools abroad where the 
Cebu musicians easily qualified for 
scholarships, a few have remained 
to keep Cebu classical music 
alive. They not only make music; 
many PPO players teach and have 
musie studios of their own. 

A regular partner in the PPP mu- 
sicmaking is the Cebu Waterfront 
Hotel under Marco Protacio. 

"Without this venue sponsor” 
says Santamaria, “we will be hard 
put to keep classical music alive оп 
this part of the Visayas.” 


Here and there 

Two-time Nameya first prize 
winner Oliver Salonga will be 
heard in a special solo recital at the 
Philamlife Theater on June 25, 8 
pm. 

His program: Beethoven's Pi- 
ano Sonata No. 31 IA flat Major, 
Op. 110; Prokofiev's Sonata No. 
7 in B Flat Major; and Chopin's 
Sonata No. 2 in B Flat Minor, 
Ор. 35. Сай 9017156 or 0910- 


BOLSHOI 
ballet soloist 


8851136 for tickets. 

Another outstanding product of 
the Philippine High School for the 
Arts, clarinetist Girard Moses Vil- 
lanueva from Baguio City graduat- 
ed summa cum laude with a music. 
degree in Music Performance at the 
Lynn University Conservatory of 
Music in Florida on May 13. He 
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wasalso in the honors class with an 
honors degree in Applied Mathe- 
matics. 

Girard's story is a classic case of 
music scholars who persevere even 
without help from institutions that 
are supposed to take care of the 
country’s young talents. 


UST Singers tour Taiwan 


THE NATIONAL COMMISSION ON 
Culture and the Arts has given a grant. 
to the internationally acclaimed Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas Singers for its 
12th international concert tour, which 
culminates in Taiwan, May 20-31. 
TheUST Singers, under the baton of 
professor Fidel Gener Calalang Jr, will 
present concerts at the National Con- 
cert Hall Taipei, Taipei Philharmonic 
Art Center, Taichung Chung Shan Con- 
cert Hall, Keelung City Concert Hail 


Highlights of this tour are lecture on 
“Philippine Folk Songs in the Choral 
Repertoire" by Calalang. The Taiwan 
stint of the UST Singers is organized 
by the Taipei Philharmonic Founda- 
tion for Culture and Education under 
its manager, Ferdinand Ting. 

Earlier, the UST Singers toured 
South Korea and Singapore. They had 
а successful performance at the Bs- 
planade Concert Hall in Singapore, 
May 14, before a packed audience of 


and HsinChu County Concert Hall. 


All the world’s a stage ~~» 


arch so towering that it could send 
a son to the pits and sustain a two- 
hour-long talky tragicomedy. 

Santanellis Italian-language 
play (staged by Gelu Colceag), 
about washed-up, middle-aged 
Alfredo who returns home to his 
ill, spiteful mother, flies fast and 
furious with quicksilver shifts in 
tone, emotion and insights into 
calcified human relationships. 

As the long-estranged mother 
and son come to terms with each 
other's presence, the barbed lan- 
guage and poisonous air lend the 
stage a parodic, unhinged blend of 
sourness and affection worthy of 
an Almodovar movie. 

“Why are you wearing the cur- 
tain?” asks Alfredo, 

"Why you like the window bet- 
ter?” counters his mother. 

Behind the fury, of course, is a 


ASCENE from 
Virus! "No. 
Return” from 
Finland 


lifetime of regret and discontent. 

"I wanted your affection,” Al- 
fredo says. "But you offered me 
only indifference. Then 1 stirred 
up your hatred. Is better than in- 
difference, anyway" 

Tudorache, seldom raising her 
voice yet unfailingly drawing 
blood with her bladed matemal 
putdowns, маз astounding. 
Bodochi, too, was excellent, but 
"Regina Madre" was clearly his co- 
stars show, and in a festival over- 
flowing with talent from so many 
countries, this platinum-haired 
dragonfly of an actress deserved 
every bit of the ovation she re- 
ceived at curtain call. 

Olga Tudorache. Remember her 
name. 


Exhausting, exhilarating 
Sifting through a two-week fes- 


tival chock-full with performances 
in all guises imaginable, from a 
monologue (Lia Karavia's “Prison” 
from Greece) to a veritable fiesta of 
а musical ("Something to Crow 
about,” Cecille Guidote Alvarezs 
stage production of National Artist 
Alejandro Roces’ short stories on 
cockfighting), could be exhausting. 

Nevertheless, the exhilaration of 
finding memorable surprises, like 
Tudoraches tum іп “Regina 
Madre,” more than offset the stress. 
Since the biannual Unesco theater 
fete goes round the globe, the visit- 
ing drama groups from as far away 
as Iceland and Burkina Faso were 
here for perhaps the first and last 
time, so missing them would be a 
high crime for any theater lover. 

Tt would've been quite a loss, 
for instance, to miss "No Return,” 
an enchanting production by the 
Finnish drama company Virus 
Opening at 10 a.m., to a nearly 
empty Tanghalang Aurelio To 
lentino at the CCP "No Return’s” 
company of six actors gamely ш 
spooled their play, about, yes, six 
actors in search ofa play. 

“Is this Oklahoma?,” goesthe 
first line. "I meant, of course, the 
great Oklahoma theater” 

Six lost actors meet at an empty 
station and ride a train to a mythi- 
cal company in Oklahoma that 
would hire them as performers, 
and thus give their lives purpose. 
and meaning. 

105 the old saw about dreamers 
hopping on to the locomotive of 
theirdreams, but, as adapted from 
two Kafka stories, Viirus "No Re- 
tum” (directed by Lithuanian 
Cezarijus Grautzinis) gained a 
naif universality by rendering its 
characters like clowns on a vast 
bare stage. 

Dressed іп eraypas-colored 
clothes and pasty makeup, gestur- 
ing like mimes in a silent movie, 
they evoked the world of tough- 
tender jesters from Chaplin to 
Marcel Marceau to Littlechap in 
the musical "Stop the World, | 
Want to Get off.” 

At the end of their joumey, 
roused from sleep, they find them- 
selves in another seemingly empty 
station. Is this the end? 


Blinking at the light, once more 
frozen in that caught-in-the-head- 
lights tableau that had opened the 
play, the six begin to sing—impro- 

vising, then tearing up into the 
tune. They stop, and miraculously, 
the heavens take up their song. 
Fade to black. One more proof the 
gods were smiling at this festival. 


Erudite monologue 

Dignity against despair was al 
so the subject of Greek play- 
wrightpoet-actress Ша Karavia's 
stirring and erudite one-woman 
show, "Prison." 

In this one-act play, a political 
prisoner, Nina, narrates a typical 
day spent behind bars for her out- 
spoken beliefs against racial big- 
опу Alternating between mo- 
ments of terror, guarded hope and 
bone-scarring tedium, her story 
echoes and expands the ground 
covered by other epic hymns to 
prison survival like Solzhenitsyn's 
“One Day in the Life of Ivan 
Denisovich ог more recently, 
Martin Sherman's "Bent." 

Like the protagonists in these 
works, Nina's ability to keep her- 
self sane in the face of dehumaniz- 
ing invisibility rests on her grasp. 
of memory minutiae, details. 

“I know what date it is,” she be- 
gins. “It is September the 20th. 
Good! The first thing to do every 
day, when daylight comes into my 
prison cell, is to remember the 


‘OLGA Tudorache of Romania's 
"Regina Madre” 
ROTO COLRTEN OF HTTP APARO 


choral fans and enthusiasts where 


they received several standing ova- 
tions and obliged to demands for an 
encore. The event was graced by the 
Philippine Ambassador to Singapore, 
Belen Fule Anota. 

Since 1992, the UST Singers have 
gone on 12 international concert tours 
and won over 45 top prizes in Europe. 
Calalang, founder and conductor, heads 
the Conducting Department of the UST 
Conservatory of music. He won the Best 
Conductor Prize at the Tonen Choral 


‘Competition in The Netherlands, 


ASCENE from the contemporary segment of “The Coffee Shop 


within the Play (Unravel Noh)” 


date, and also the day. Today is 
Sunday.” 

Her sound mind is a bulwark 
against the system's drive to efface, 
her off the earth. 

"You have run out of argu- 
ments,” she recalls her tormentor 
saying. "Will you Sign a paper 
binding you, under oath, perjury 
punished with a drink of conium, 
never to lecture and preach your 
anti-racial discrimination preach- 
ing, when we set you free? Or will 
you go back to your cell to rot, and. 
‘wait for Mister Death?" 

And she says, a grin curling her 
mouth, " did noteven tell him that 
Death isa lady in many languages 
and, therefore, in the art of many 
countries. La morte. La muerte. La 
топ. A morte. Adna smert.” 


Imaginative staging 

From Burkina Faso's Theatre De 
La Fraternite came "Three Sisters 
їп Distress,” a play about women 
coping with rape, oppression and 
other forms of abuse. Its imagina- 
tive staging (by Jean Henri 
Dreze), alive with the sensory 
richness of African chants and 
drums, plus the breathtaking sight 
of female actors bravely parody- 
ing the lazy, misogynistic strain of 
Muslim manhood, reaffirmed the 
power of issues-oriented theater 
toinstruct as much as delight. 

Among all the festival entries, 
Burkina Faso's contribution felt 
closest to what the Philippines’ 
stalwart Philippine Educational 
Theater Association (Pera) had 
been doing all these years. 


But then, theater could also be 
nonsensical, concerned about 
nothing in particular, and yet still 
be as mesmerizing. “The Coffee 
Shop within the Play (Unraveling 
Noh),” a collaboration between 
Japan and the Philippines, proved 
this point with a flourish. 

What initially appeared to be a 
play within a play slowly dissolved 
into an exercise in artful non- 
sense, in logic that slashed and 
burned in all the wrong places 
Talking a leaf from Kafka, Beckett, 
Tonesco and the Japanese’s own 
penchant for mixing high and low 
cultures, the sorof meta-play 
started with an excerpt from ап 
ancient Noh dance, distinguished. 
by meticulously exact move- 
ments. 

Then the plot to “unravel Noh” 
began with a contemporary scene. 
showing a director directing a 
play about a director directing a 
play—or so it appeared, until 
bizarre things began happening 
and the play pitched headlong in 
to an absurdist dream. The 
metronomed world of Noh was 
now in counterpoint to a universe 
where nothing made sense, 

Enigmatic, challenging, deliri- 
ously textured, Naohiko Umewa- 
kas "The Coffee Shop within the 
Play" was not only a fine showcase 
of Filipino actors doing great by for- 
cign material, but of theaters possi 
bili to unnerve, confound and ex- 
tend the boundaries of the real, 


E-mail the author at сайа@ 
inquirercom.ph 
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JOHN Robert Powers students in 2005 talent. 
show 


Talent 
showcase 


JOHN ROBERT POWERS WILL HOLD ITS 
third exclusive invitational activity entitled “Fa- 
mous" to showcase the potential of its students 
before distinguished talent managers. This is an. 
activity the school is continuously pursuing to 
provide its students opportunities and maxi- 
mum exposure. 

The event will be held on two Sundays, June 
4 and 11, 6-8 pm. at the Carlos P Romulo Audi- 
torium, Podium 4, RCBC, Ayala сог. Gil Puyat 
Ave., Makati City. The students will showcase 
their talents in hosting, runway, fashion print, TV 
commercial, acting, singing and dancing. At 
least 150 students are joining the talent show. 

This activity is similar to the Intemational 
Modeling and Talent Association (IMTA) compe- 
tition held in Hollywood and New York every 
year where students of John Robert Powers- 
Manila participated in and competed with aspir- 
ing models, actors, dancers, and singers from all 
over the United States and other key cities in the 
world. 


Caged heat 


From page D4 


Claiming self-defense, Angela is fighting a 
frustrated murder charge and discovers that, 
їп а filthy jail cell, her most immediate battle 
isto keep her dignity intact. 

It is not easy; suspected felons and sordid 
crimes hardly make for uplifting company 
and jail guards soon find them the handiest 
outlet for the frustrations of their dead-end 
jobs. 

Considered the dregs of society, even minor 
offenders are treated like criminals from the 
start, deprived of basic rights, lite 
stripped of privacy by fellow inmates in an ini- 
tiation called “health inspection,” abused by 
wardens and prisoners alike, and, thanks to 
overloaded court dockets and the lack of legal 
counsel, could spend years behind bars way 
beyond their sentence while waiting for their 
day in court. 

Written in conversational Filipino, the nov- 
ез textured language is a distinet tribute to 
how expressive, gut-felt and nuanced one's 
native tongue can be, no matter how coarse 
the discourse among prisoners. 

True, the deprivations of life inside prison 
can be fairly common knowledge; what isn't 
are the stories that make the inmates less of 
statistics and more of individuals caught in 
circumstances that limit their choices. 

There is the battered wife who fought back 
only when her husband started abusing her 
children; the hold-up woman who knew of no. 
other trade to support her family; the house- 
help tempted into stealing because her child 
needed more food, and three aging prosti- 
tutes coarsened by life on the streets. 

it is amazing how the author can make the 
ordinary reader empathize with such doubt- 
ful characters. Even the warden who gets into 
trouble for allowing errant children to stay 
with their inmate parents gets a fair hearing 
from Bautista, 

As for Angela, life behind bars becomes 
even more complicated when she discovers 
she is pregnant. Again, Bautista challenges 
‘our long-held beliefs with provocative ques- 
tions on how society views children, the rights 
and responsibilities of parents and society, the 
best environment for raising kids, and so on. 
Are there any right or wrong answers? 

‘The writer doesn't say, but her novel's up- 
beat ending should tell us where her senti- 
ments lie even if, given the novel's setting and 
premise, the optimism might have been mis- 
placed. But then again, you have to remind 
yourself that this is fiction; it only reads and 
feels ike real life. 
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It’s love at first bite. 
The Australian Lamb Festival. 


May 15-June 18, 2006 


‘This May nd June enjoy delectable Australian Lamb in countless delicious ways. These 
Participating establishments have created sumptuous lamb dishes for you to enjoy. 
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UNCOVER THE HERITAGE OF LOCAL ART 


шот more about our ilte through the Arts ond Antiques Vilage of Tiendesitas. Each artwork and design of antique decors 
display the remarkable talent and ingenuity of Flipinos. Visit Tiendesitas ond experience the wonderful evolution of Pinoy art. 
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Penguin 
Hanging Folder 
#98331-37 

Long Size 

Available in colors 
blue, yellow, violet, 
red, orange and green 


Uni Gel Impact Ballpen 
#UM 153s 1.0 
Available color: black, blue and red 


Uni Signo Ballpen | 
#UMN 207 

Available cotor: | 
black, point 0.5 and 0.7, 


Pentel Maxiflo 
Permanent Marker NLF-50 
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By Pennie Azarcon-dela Cruz 


TRUST LUALHATI BAUTISTA TO PUT A 
human face on yet another demographics we'd 
rather ignore: women behind bars. The multi- 
awarded novelist, screenwriter and fictionist 
has always taken up the cudgels for the out- 
cast, the often misunderstood 
and the simply different. 

So why should we care that 

la Gutierez, a naive =x 

Oder Woman who believed «diee 
the sugared promises of her 
over, now faces serious jail time 
for stabbing and seriously wound- 
ing her paramours wife? What do we 
have in common with this 25-year-old waitress 
from Віз n Pieces Beer Garden anyway? 

A lot, as it turns out. Bautista's gritty prose 
spares no one as she drags us out of our com- 
placent selves and heaves us into the con- 
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Lualhati Bautista adapts 
her 1984 Nora Aunor 
starrer into a novel 


stricted space occupied by her 
7 flawed characters. By the time 
we're midway through the novel, 
Angela has become as familiar as 
one's next-door neighbor and all 
too human. 
А novel serialized in Liway- 
way Magazine and adapted in- 
то а movie starring Nora Aunor in 1984, 
"Bulaklak sa City Jail" (C & E Publishing) 
gives the reader an unflinching look into 
the dehumanizing rituals that pass for this 
country's justice system, 
CAGED/D3 
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Delighting You Always 


пересічна 


Gal Yaro 


‘reat scrapbooks ho easy way Srey add tont 


Now you can acd colour o Me's best moments 


3 Tce кейп: and ытта ву. Browse onlne now. 


рсе суд 

aii сонет бине ina il i 

Ср pee ie ae. 

и a a 
M amon Pa 


зы on an ongesi waranty 
Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. 
120 Marvn Praza, 2153 Don Chaa Roces Avenue 


ао by Canon Maing Phi с. 


www.canon.com/c-park 


cr VA. Rusino St, Makati Сау Tels: 884-9000 Fax: 310-9797 - io@canon com ph энен сапап. соп. 


Delighting You Always 


лодан at Canon DZone + Tho Compuior Authority «Eloctroword + Intograted Computer Systems • Octagon + Энсоп Valoy. 


